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*O Allah, O You who made prayers upon the Prophet among 
the means of drawing near! I draw near to You through 
every prayer sent upon him from the beginning of creation to 
boundless perfections!” 


—Shaykh Ahmad b, Mustafa al-‘Alawi & 





“1 saw the Prophet # in a dream and I said to him, 
“Pardon me, O Messenger of Allah, for my love of Allah 
has busied me from loving you!" He said, 

“O short-sighted one! Is love for Allah anything 
besides love for me?” 


—Abu Said al-Kharraz 


(Related by Abu al-Qasim al-Qushayri in al-Risalaal-Qushapripya) 
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Foreword 


IBRAHIM IBN MUHAMMAD HAKIM 
AL-SHAGHOURI AL-SHADHULI 


pea 
(sia ay}, Cpalall Gal) S01 
AN Jp lia Je pola, LAN, 
SH; cag ak all’ Js 
By LLAH Says, (Indeed We have sent you as a witness, and a bearer 
af good tidings, and a warner, that you all may believe in Allah and 


His Messenger, and that you all may support Him, and revere Hirt, 
and glorify Him morning and evening. p (48:8-9). 





‘Abdullah b. Mas'ud—the servant of the Prophetic Sandal 
&—said, “Your salutations and prayers upon the Prophet # are 
Presented to him s&, so ensure that they are presented in the 
utmost beauty and exaltation of him.” (Ibn Majah, Suna) 

Your glorification and magnification of Allah is commensurate 
with your glorification of Sayyiduna Muhammad # and grasping 


XIX 


the dizzying heights of his sublime and unique majesty and rank, 
for hea is His Messenger, His Beloved, His Chosen, His Favored 
His Representative, Your ability to grasp the exaltedness of the 
Prophetic Essence is in accordance with how much he & chooses 
and is comfortable with showing you, and how much your 

and tagwa can handle, The hearts of the lovers rotate around fd 
axis # and those accepted friends (Awliya’) are granted permission 
to approach and kiss the Black Stone. “Tagua is here,” the Prophet 
& said, pointing to his vast heart, showing us that his heart is the 
source of the outpouring of tagwa to the hearts of the accepted 
believers—not as certain others who are blind claim, that their 
taqwa originates in their hearts. They are not invited. 

Who is the Messenger of Allah to you? (Or is tt that they do not 
recognize their Messenger and so they reject him?) (23:69) If you desire to 
be invited into that holy circle, there is no better way than to 
take the means and address him #& the same way those accepted 
friends have addressed and honored him, just as the most accepted 
supplications to Allah are those with which He inspired His 
Prophets and recorded in His Book. 

They know him #. 

They love him sh 

They see him &. 

They serve him & 

They gaze upon him & 

They rotate around him #, 

They pray behind him #. 

Would it not benefit you more for you to gain true, living 
knowledge (mc‘nfa) of him through their eyes, instead of guessing 
with yours behind the door? 

Your life is short. You obviously have love for the Prophet # 
in your heart, otherwise this compendium of prayers would not 
have found its way into your hands. Devore yourself to the study 
of these prayers upon the Beloved # uttered and preserved by His 
accepted friends. Some of them address hirm st with the tongue of 
servitude; others with the tongue of love and passional longing: 

















others with the tongue of knowledge; others with the tongue of 
overential awe; others with the tongue of secking the fulfillment 
of needs. Learn from them the art and etiquette of addressing the 
Creator and His Beloved 

‘As for those others who are satisfied with their current state 
and imagine themselves without need of the likes of this book, 
let them heed the warning of Allah Most High in His Words, 
(When the hypocrites conte to you they say, “We bear witness that you are indeed 
the Messenger of Allah. ” And Allah knows that you are indeed His Messenger, and 
‘Mla bears wines that the hypocrites truly or ars. And whet its sido thera 
“Cone and Alas Mescengr wl ck forgiveness for you.” hey rts her heads, nd 
ote see them turning away, disdainful. (63:15) This is why books such 
bs The Mukammadan Litandes are a Divine provision (risq) specified 
for some and barred from others. 

[ask Allah Most High through His Beloved Messenger to 
grant my friend and teacher Sidi Abdul Aziz Suraqah an open 
door of access to him a, as an accepted and pleasing servant of 
him a, as I ask the same for you, dear reader, and all who realize 
the value and worth of this collection and its like. Indeed He 
exercises effective power in all things. 


‘The poor and needy slave 


IBRAHIM [BN MUHAMMAD HAKIM 
AL-SHAGHOURI AL-SHADHULI 


29th Dhu al-Qi'da 1436/13th September 2015 
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Foreword 


SHAYKH MOHAMMED ASLAM 


VERY TIME THIS UMMA was on the verge of being 
overcome by the darkness of despondency and 
hopelessness, and the tides of despair, anguish, and pain 
seemed to transgress over the barriers of aspiration and relief, 
Allah inspired mankind with a heavenly gift of praising and 
sending salutations upon His chosen and most Beloved Messenger, 
Soyyiduna Muhammad 4. The majesty of this favor brought life to 
dead souls, healed fragmented hearts, rehabilitated wounded 
bodies and caused this Umma to yet again be honored with the 
delights of triumph and ecstasy of proximity and the splendor of 
veneration amongst the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth. 
The Muhammad Litanies is a majestic treasure chest which has been 
beautified and adorned with the praise of the pearl of creation 
&. Each line within it causes the heart to melt and transform into 
a manifestation of heavenly green devotion entwined with delicate 
threads of golden adoration. Each chapter within itis illuminated 
with oceans of radiant love and endless shores of awe inspiring 
reverence. No lover reads this magnificent book except that he 
or she is inflamed within the fire of love, passion. and yearning, 
and then enraptured within the delightful breeze of the 
Muhammadan vision. 








May Altah forever allow Sidi Abdul Aziz Suraqah to be a 
beacon of prophetic light who translates the broken hearts of man 
into a language which can only be comprehended by those in the 
Divine Presence, and may he forever continue to be mesmerized 
within the exaltation of our Master Muhammad &, 


MOHAMMED ASLAM B, AL HAJ] ABDUL 
QAYUM B. AL HAFIZ MUHAMMAD YUSUF 


The City of Knowledge Academy, Birmingham, UK 
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Preface 


Be je sa gf de 


dhs aij al Je wad, wid 





E BLESSING OF HEARING is given precedence over the 
essing of sight. Throughout the Quran Allah mentions 
MY cine gift of hearing before the gift of sight {And Wecreated 
_for you hearing, sight, and hearts that you may be thankful) (16:78); {He 
created for you hearing and eyes.» (23:78) One of the reasons for 
this—as many spiritual masters have noted—is that the Prophet 
Muhammad § described his Umma as an “unlettered nation,” in 
that their primary vehicle of instruction and growth is auditory: 
knowledge and wisdom are first gained through hearing and 
listening, as Allah described the believers, { We hear and we obey.) 
(2:85) The Prophet Muhammad & alluded to the importance of 
sound—in the form of invocation (dhikr) —as a means of survival, 

sustenance, and protection from the apocalyptic strife of the latter 
days. After the Prophet # described the extreme famine that will 

occur shortly before the appearance of the Anti-Christ (Daj. 

some of his Companions asked, “What will the people live on 

at that time?” The Prophet & replied, “Utterances of La laha ila 


Allah, Allahu akbar, subhanallah, and al-hamdulillah— that will take the 
place of food for them” (Ibn Majah, Sunan.) We understand from 
this that an essential means to spiritually nourish and Protect 
ourselves in the latter days is to adopt a daily and nightly litany 
consisting of recitation of the Quran, Prophetic supplications, 
and prayers upon the Prophet Muhammad &, uttered with love. 
yearning, awe, and presence of heart. 

‘The Muharamadan Litanies is a collection of seventy invocations 
of prayer upon the Prophet Muhammad &, starting with prayers 
taught by the Prophet himself, followed by prayers transmitted 
by his Household (Ahfal-Bayt) and Companions, and prayers from 
the early generations (Salaf’) and the famous, and not so famous, 
saints and knowers of Allah and His Beloved &. Each prayer is 
followed by a description of its source and its merits, and—for the 
prayers of the gnostics—a description of the saint from whom it 
was taken, where the author received it or read it, and a discussion 
on its unique properties (khawwas) and the purposes or intentions 
for which it can be read. 

This work is meant to be read as a daily or weekly litany, 
though each prayer can also be read as a standalone prayer either 
in unlimited number or for specific numbers 

‘The spiritual power of these prayers upon the Prophet & is 
palpable to anyone who reads them just once, so how much more 
purifying, uplifting and spiritually edifying they will be for the 
‘one who takes them as a regular litany through each day of the 
week. or adopts a few as a part of his or her daily invocations and 
remembrance! 

All of the prayers here, with the exception of prayers 34, 35. 36. 
40, 41, 59, and 69, are taken from Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani’s 
famed Afdalal-salawat ala Sayyid at Sadat (The Most Superior Prayers 
upon the Master of Masters), though I have also made use of al- 
Nabahani’s larger work Saiadat al-darayn fial-salat ‘ala Sayyid al-Kawnayn 
(Felicity in the Two Abodes through Prayers upon the Master 
of the Two Realms), as well as his Jami“ al-salawat (Compendium 
of Prayers.) 
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‘The prayers contained in this collection are lessons in proper 
belief concerning the rank and reality of the Prophet Muhammad 
& (agidat), s0 it is necessary to learn, absorb, and realize the deep. 
spiritual meanings and realities conveyed within them. To that 
end, alongside the translation of the prayers are explanatory notes 
that expound upon their spiritual alchemy and metaphysics. 


HOW TO READ THIS WORK 


The best way to read The Muhammaden Litanies is as a dail itany 
(wird). One may cither read the litanies daily, weekly, monthly. or 
select any formula for which ones feels affinity. or which is read 
for specific needs. 

I have elected to keep the Arabic text separate from the 
English translation. This makes it easier to read the prayers in 
a continuous fashion. For a complete reading in one week the 
suggested schedule would be as follows: 

Friday: prayers 1-25 (pp. 49-56) 

Saturday: prayers 26-43 (pp. 56-65) 

Sunday. prayers 44—48 (pp. 65-71) 

Monday: prayers 49-60 (pp. 71-77) 

Tuesday: prayers 61-69 (pp. 77-82) 

Wednesday: first half of prayer 70 (pp. 83-92) 

Thursday: second half of prayer 70 (pp. 93-101) 

(Alternatively, one may read all of prayer seventy on Thursday, 
or half of it on Thursday evening before Jumu'a. This isa suggested 
schedule; | encourage you to find a schedule that works for you 
based on your own circumstances and needs) 

Given the limitations of space and the difficulties such a task 
would entail, [ have not transliterated the prayers. { will, Allah 
willing, soon release an audio recording of all of the prayers in 
this book, which can be used as an aid for proper pronunciation 
as well as a tool for memorization, or for simply listening to as a 
form of remembrance. This audio recording will be made available 
on my website, www.ibrizmedia.com. 
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| urge you ro contemplate these prayers, witness their secrets 
and lights unfold in your life, and let them carry you and transform, 
you into a receptacle of Muhammadan love and yearning 
Muhammadan character and concern, and Muhammadan purity 


ye 
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Biography of 
Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani 





1s THE ERUDITE SCHOLAR and “poet of the Prophet 
&.” Shaykh Yusuf b. Isma’ilb. Muhammad Nasir al-Din 
al-Nabahani. Born in the village of Ijzim near Haifa. 
Palestine in the year 1265 aH (1849 cE), Shaykh Yusuf al- 
Nabahani received a pious upbringing and learned the Quran 
from his father, Shaykh Isma‘il al-Nabahani, about whom al- 
Nabahani said, *My father’s daily and nightly litany consisted of 
reading one third of the Quran, and he would later complete the 
Quran three times every week—and all praise is for Allah’” 
‘After memorizing the Quran under the instruction of his 
father. al- Nabahani received permission to travel to Cairo, Egypt. 
where in 1283 att (1866 ct) he began his formal Islamic studies 
in the Great Mosque of al-Azhar and remained there until 1289 
avi (1872 Cr) 
He says of himself during this period: 


Daring that time. I learned all that Allah had decreed for me 
to learn of the sciences of the Sacred Law and its ancillary 
disciplines from accomplished and realized Shaykhs. and firmly 
grounded scholars who. if they had set out individually to 2 
region, they would have been the leaders of the people to the 
Gardens of Bliss and would have sufficed them from needing 
any others in all of the required sciences, 
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HIS TEACHERS 
Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani says of his teachers: 


One of them--or rather we should say their peerless leader— 
was the peerless and erudite master and refuge, the meticulous 
polymath and Shaykh of Shaykhs and teacher of teachers, my 
master Shaykh [brahim al- Sagqa al-Shaf', who passed away in 
1298 att. aged around ninety years. He spent his long blessed 
life in teaching. so much that the majority of the scholars of 
our time are his students, either directly or indirectly. I kept 
up my lessons with him—may Allah have mercy on him!—for 
three years and studied under his instruction Shaykh al-Islam 
Zakanyya al-Ansari's commentary on al-Tahrir and al-Minhaj 
respectively, both with the glosses of al-Sharqawi and al- 


Bujayrimi 





My other teachers included: 

¢ The venerable and erudite Sayyid Muhammad al- 
Damanhuri al-Shafi'i. who passed away in 1286 AH at 
around ninety years old; 

«My master, the erudite Shaykh Ibrahim al-Zurru al- 
Khalili al-Shafi'i, who passed away in 1287 AH at around 
seventy years old: 

The erudite scholar, my master Shaykh Ahmad al- 

Ajhuri al-Darir al-Shafri, who passed away in 1293 AH at 

around sixty years old; 

+ The erudite scholar, my master Shaykh Hasan al-"Adawi 
al- Maliki. who passed away in 1298 AH at around eighty 
years old; 

The erudite scholar, my master Shaykh al-Sayyid ‘Abd 
al-Hadi Naja al-Abyari, who passed away in 1305 AH at 
just over seventy years old; 

* Shaykh Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Anbabi al-Shaft'i, 
the Master of al-Azhar Mosque, who passed away in 1313 
‘AH; 
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«Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Shirbini al-Shafti, M 
al-Azhar Mosque, who passed away in tg13.as 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al- Rafi al- Hanafi al-Tarabulsi 
the master of the Levantine quarters in al- Azhar 
Mosque. who passed away in 1323 aH, 

Shaykh Yusuf al-Barqawi al-Hanbali, the master of the 
Hanbali quarters inal-Azhar Mosque: 


‘And many others, may Allah have mercy upon them all! 


SHAYKH YUSUF AL-NABAHANT'S CAREER 


Inthe year 1289 AH (1872 CE) after completing his studies az al- 
Azhar, Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani returned to his native Palestine, 
where in Akka he organized lessons teaching the sacred sciences 
and the Arabic language, and took a position one year later as an 
assistant judge in Jenin, where he remained until 1293 sH (1876 
ce). He then moved to Constantinople. capitol of the Ottoman 
Caliphate, where he worked on and off for several years as an 
editor of the Arabic periodical al fawa’h and proofread the Arabic 
works that it published. te then left Constantinople for Iraq. 
where he settled for five months as a judge in Mosul, and soon 
resettled in al-Ladhiqiyya and took a position as chief judge in its 
criminal court. After living there and serving as a judge for fine 
years, Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani was transferred to Jerusalem and 
appointed chief judge of its criminal court, where he remained less 
than a year before being reassigned as chief judge of the criminal 
court of Beirut in 1305 at (1888 ct). The Shaykh was to remain 
as chief judge in Beirur’s criminal court until he retired in 1327 4H 
(1909 ct). After his retirement the Shaykh wrote and published 
the majority of his books and spent time in the Blessed City of 
the Prophet #, Medina, returning to his native Ijzim after the 
starrof World War 1 in 1914 and remaining there until he passed 
away in the year 1350 AH (1932 £). 
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SHAYKH YUSUF AL-NABAHANT’S WRITTEN WORKS 


It is without exaggeration to say that Allah gifted Shaykh Yusuf 
al-Nabahani with a flowing pen that was put in service of the 
august Prophetic station. By the blessings of his love and intimate 
connection with the Prophet & and His illustrious Household 
Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani wrote a staggering number of works 
dedicated to the Prophet &, many of which form the curriculum 
in several traditional Islamic schools and seminaries. His works 
include: 


1 Afdal a-salawat ala Sayyid al-Sadat (The Most Superior Prayers 
upon the Master of Masters); 

2. Ahsan al-wasail finasm asma’ al-Nabi al Kamil (The Best of 
Means in Versifying the Names of the Perfect Prophet 
4); 

3. Al-Ahadith al-arba‘in fi fadl Sayyid al-Mursalin (Forty Hadith 
Reports on the Virtues of the Master of the Messengers 
&). 

4. Al-Ahadith al-arba‘n fi fadl al jihad wa al mujahidin (Forty Hadith 
Reports on the Virtue of Jihad and Those Engaged in 
It): 

5. AbAhadith al-arba'in fi wujub taat Amir al- Main 
Reports on the Obligation of Rendering Obedience to 
the Commander of the Believers); 

6. AbAhadith al-arba'in min amthal Afsah al: Mursalin (Forty Hadith 
Reports Containing Metaphors Uttered by the Most 
Eloquent of the Messengers #); 

7. Al Anwar al Muhammadiyya (The Muhammadan Lights, an 
abridgment of Imam al-Qastalanis al- Mawahtb al laduniyya); 

8. Arbatin a-arbain min ahadlth Sayyid al-Mursalin (Forty 
Times Forty Hadith Reports from the Master of the 
Messengers &); 
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Arba'una hadithan fi arba'in sighatin fi alsalat ala al: Nabi (Forty 
Hadith Reports on Forty Wordings of Prayers upon the 
Prophet #); 

‘Arba‘wna hadithan fi fedail Ahl al Bayt (Forty Hadith Reports on 
the Virtues of the Prophetic Household); 


-arhe'unahadithan fi fad Abi Bakr 4 (Forty Hadith Reports on 


the Virtue of Abu Bakr 8); 
Arba'una hadithan fi fadl.Abi Bakr wa ‘Umar (Forty Hadith 
Reports on the Virtues of Abu Bakr and “Umar &), 
“Arba‘una hadithan fi fadl Ali (Forty Hadith Reports on the 
Virtue of “Ali 3); 

‘Arba'ana hadithan fi fad! arba'ina Sahabiyan (Forty Hadith 
Reports on the Virtue of Forty Companions); 


__arbatana hadthan fi fal La ilaha illa Allah (Forty Hadith 


& 


19. 


20, 


21. 


Reports on the Merit of the Phrase “There is no god but 
Allah’); 

Arba'una hadithan f fad! ‘Umar (Forty Hadith Reports on the 
Virtue of ‘Umar 4); 

Arba'una hadithan fi fad! ‘Uthman (Forty Hadith Reports on the 
Virtue of ‘Uthman &); 

AL-Asalib al-badta ffl al-Schaba wa igna’alshia (The Marvelous 
Styles of Detailing the Virtue of the Companions and 
Persuading the Shiites); 

ALAsma fi ma li Rasulillah 4 min al-asma’ (The Loftiest Reach 
Concerning the Names of the Messenger of Allah &). 
Al-Bashira-imaniyya fal mubasshirat a-manamiyya (The Faith- 
Borne Glad Tidings in Positive Dream Visions); 

AL Burhan al-musaddadfithbar Nubuwwat Sayyidina Muhammad 
(The Fortified Demonstrations of the Prophethood of 
our Master Muhammad &); 
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22, Dalal jr tabla al abhyar (The Guide of the Merchant 
to the Noble Qualities of the Elect); 


Al-Dalalat al wadshat sharh Dalai al-Khayrat (The Clear 
Indications: Commentary upon Dalai Khayrat); 


24 Tanbinal afar ia hikmat gh duny la al hur (Attending the 
Minds to the Wisdom behind the Disbeliever's Worldly 
Affluence); 

25, Tahdhib al mufus fi tartib al durus (The Refinement of Souls in 
the Arrangement of the Lessons—an abridgement of al- 
Nawawi's Riyad al-salihin); 

26, Jami karamat al-Awlfya’ (Compendium of the Miracles of the 

Saints); 

Jawahir al-bihar fi fadail al. Nabi al- Mukhtar (The Jewels of the 

Oceans Concerning the Virtues of the Chosen Prophet 


5S); 
28 Mufar All la al-ulaninf mufiza Sayyid al Marsan (Allah’s 
Proof over all Creation in the Inimitable Miracles of the 
Master of the Messengers &): 
29. Riyad al janma fi adthar al-Kitab wa al-Sunna (Gardens of 
Paradise in the Invocations of the Quran and Sunna); 
30. Sabilal najat fal hubh fi Allah wa al-bughd i Allah (The Path 
of Salvation through Loving and Hating for Allah's 
Pleasure); 


31. Safad al anam frida din asa wa tawdih al fag baynchu wa bay 


23. 
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Clarification of the Theological and Legal Differences 
between It and Christianity); 

32. Sa‘adat al darayn fi al-salat ‘ala Sayyid al-Kawnayn (Felicity in the 
Two Abodes in Prayers upon the Master of the Two 
Realms); ' 


33, AlSharafal mula li Ali Muharonad (Eternal Honor for the 
"Family of Muhammad #); and 


svahid aga light bi Say al Kha 
3 (Corroborations of the Real Regarding the Act of 
Seeking Aid from the Master of Creation &) 


May Allah bestow His expansive mercy upon Shaykh Yusuf 
gl-Nabahani, the paragon of Prophetic love and yearning, and 
join him with the Prophet # on the Last Day. 
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Introduction 


LL PRAISES ARE DUE TO ALLAH the Lord of the Worlds; 
pervading wisdom; 








a praise that is connected with His 
BENG 4 praise that is encompassed by His plentiful graces, and 
a praise in particular for His grace of guiding me to faith (iman) 
and Islam, which is the greatest of His blessings, and for making 
a member of the Umma of our master Muhammad &, the Best of 
Mankind. whose nation He has made the best nation. [ also praise 
‘Allah for Him and His angels sending prayers upon this noble 
Prophet, and for having commanded the believers to send prayers 
upon him our of reverence and honor towards him—as the Most 
Exalted said {Verily Allah and His angels send prayers upon the Prophet © you 
wi believe, send prayers upon him and salute him with abundant grectingsof peace 
33:56) 
‘ ° Dnt send upon him and his Family the best prayer that 
You or any of Your pious and near servants have sent upon him. 
and make Your prayer upon our master Ibrahim and his Family 
(with its perfection), in comparison to Your prayers upon the 
Prophet, like a single atom in comparison to all of the worlds 
in their entirety; and send prayers upon his brethren among 
the Prophets who preceded him in time as commanders come 
before [the arrival of] their Sultan: and send prayers upon his 
Companions, the stars of guidance, and the imams of his nation 
who followed their example O Allah, send peace upon all of them 
as well, for they are all subjects and You alone are their Owner’ 
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I bear witness thar there is no god but Allah, who is alone and 
without partners. and I bear witness that our master Muhammad 
is 11s Prophet and Messenger, the best Prophet sent forth! 

Says the poor and sinful Yusuf, son of Isma'il al Nabahani: | 
pondered over my many sins and my meagre good works, and as 
a result my affliction intensified and my fear overcame my hope 
Then Allah (Glorified and Lxalted is Te!) inspired within me the 
understanding thar these is no remedy for this illness except in 
truthful and sincere turning to the Master of the Emissarics and 
the Beloved of all Lxistence. for Allah Most {Tigh says, seek uno 
Him [Allah] a means of approach (wastla))(5 35) and indeed, the Prophet 
4 is the greatest of intermediaries and means of approach unto 
Allah, and the most superior of creation and the most beloved 
of them in Allah's sight So here € am, turning resolutely to the 
generous Prophet # and serving him with this compilation in 
which | have gathered the best prayers sent upon him & 

T have divided this work into two sections and a conclusion, 
Inthe first section I explain the general virtues and benefits of 
sending prayers upon the Prophet # In the second section | 
detail the finest and most precious methods of sending prayers 
upon him ® [relate each wording to its author or compiler and 
speak briefly about its narrators and virtues Beyond providing the 
quotes, nothing in this work is to my own credit have spared no 
effort in choosing from the relied-upon books and authors and 
sourcing cach statement back to the one who said it 

Regarding the references fur the noble hadith reports 1 
cite in the first section, | mention them here in the interest of 
maintaining brevity and avoiding prolixity. They are 


4 thyw'ulum al din (The Revival of the Religious Sciences) of 
Imam al Ghazals, 

Ad Shifi [bi cai ugug af Mustafa | (The Healing through 
Kuowsig the Rights Owed to the Chosen One &) 0 
Qadi pad; 

+ AL Adhkur (The Compendiuni of Remembrances) of 
Imam Muhyi al-Din al Nawawi; 
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Al Mawahib al laduniyya (The Divinely Vouchsafed Gifts) 
of the erudite Ahmad al-Qastalani; 


Kashfal ghumma (The Removal of Distress) and Lawayth 
al anwar (The Fecundating Lights) of the Muhammadan 
Heir and ocean of the Law and Spiritual Reality, my 
master ‘Abd al- Wahhab al-Sha'ran 


Ab Zawajir [an igtirafal kabair] (The Deterrents from 
Committing Grave Sins) and af Jawhar al-munazzam (The 
Stringed Jewel) by the seal of the verifying scholars, the 
erudite Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Hajar al- Maki 


Dala' al khayrat (The Guideposts ro All Goodness) of the 
great saint Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad b Sulayman al- 
Jazuli al-Ilasani, and 

The commentary upon Dala' al Khayrat by my Shaykh 
and teacher, the servant of the Sunna of Allah's 
Messenger & Shaykh I fasan al-'Adawi al Misri (1 

read to him al-Nawawi's Forty- Hadith collection 

in the Congregational Mosque of our master al- 
Hlusayn g. as well as a portion from Sahih al Bukhari in 
the Congregational Mosque of al-Azhar in 1287 at. 
Whenever I say “the Shaykh” f intend him. He penned 
an introduction in his commentary that was replete with 
details. It is the most comprehensive of all the books 
mentioned here (may Allah have mercy upon all of the 
authors), and the most beneficial of them with regard to 
the subject at hand. Most of his material is taken from 
al-Hafiz.al- Sakhawi's al-CQavel al bad fi fad al salar ‘ala al Habib 
al Shafi’ (The Sublime Word Concerning the Virtue of 
Sending Prayers upon the Beloved intercessor) 


With the exception of the prophetic hadith reports, I state the 
name of every book from which | quote and the name of every 
person from whom I cite. 

1 relinquish before Allah all claims to power and strength, and 
Task Him (Glorified and Exalted is Ic!) to make His reward 
for this work better than my intention, and to make this effort 
acceptable in His sight and the sight of I lis Messenger. and to 
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allow this petitioner to attain his objective in this abode and the 
Next—by the rank of our master Muhammad, His noble Prophet; 
may the best of prayers and salutations of peace be upon him, his 
Family, and his Companions! 

(© Muslim who loves the Prophet # and yearns to send prayers 
upon him! Make use of this book for the rectification of your 
ion and your worldly life, for no matter how far and wide 
you search, you are unlikely to find any compilation of prayers 
3s comprehensive as the one before you. ! turn myself wholly to 
Allah Most High, asking Him to benefit me by this book. and 
to benefit by it every Muslim with a heart free of maladies and a 
tongue and body free of objections. Indeed, He is the Guarantor 


of that! 
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Section One 


Sending prayers upon the Prophet & 
—meanings, virtues, and rulings 
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Chapter One 


INTERPRETATION OF THE VERSE 
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(Verily allah and His angels send prayers upon the 
Prophet O you who believe, send prayers upon him and 
salute him with abundant ecsing ofpece) (33:56) 





The erudite scholar Shams al-Din al-Khatib said: 


The phrase (send prayers upon the Prophet) refers to the Prophet 
Muhammad &. Ibn ‘Abbas d& said, “The Real [Allah]. 
Glorified is He, wills to extend mercy to him, and the angels 
supplicate for him. When coming from Allah the word salar 
means mercy, and when coming from the angels it means the 
seeking of forgiveness..” 

Abu ‘Aliya said, “Allah's salat upon His Prophet & means 
His praise ofhim in the presence of the angels, and the sdstof 
the angels is their supplication [asking Allah ro send praises 
upon him].” 

The phrase {0 you who believe, send prayers upon him) means 
invoke mercy upon him; and the phrase (and salute him with 
abundant greetings of peace)» means salute him with the greetings of 


Islam and openly proclaim his nobility and honor by all meang 
at your disposal: through emulating him with excellence. 
praising him with beautiful expressions, submitting to his 
every command, and verbally greeting him with the salucation 
of peace 

The phrase (greetings of peace is mentioned here as an 
emphasis', the word saat, however. is not mentioned twice, 
xince itis emphasised by Allah's words ¢ Verily Aloh and isanges 
send prayers upon the Prophet. p ' 

‘The most abbreviated form of prayer upon the Prophet 
& is the phrase "O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad.” 


The most complete and perfect form of prayer upon him 
is the phrase: “O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and 
upon the Family of Muhammad, just as You have sent prayers 
upon [brahim and upon the Family of Ibrahim; and bless 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, just as You have 
blessed Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim; verily You are 
worthy of all praise, the Glorious.” 
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Imam al- Baydawi said 


[The verse] {Verily Allah and lis angels send prayers upon the Prophet... 
means that they openly proclaim his nobility and exalt his 
status. {0 yoursho believe, send prayers upon him... means you should 
do the same, for such a proclamation is more fitting for you 
Say. “O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad.” And €salute 
him with abundant greetings of peace); that is, say *Peace be upon 


HE OBLIG: 
pROPHET 


Shaykh al-’Adawi said: 


ou, 0 Prophet.” It is also said thar this statement means 
eemir yourselves to his commands ” This verse proves that 
seis generally obligatory to send prayers and peace upon the 
Prophet & [tis also sad that it is obligatory to send prayers 
upon him each time he is mentioned 


ATION OF SENDING PRAYERS UPON THE 


‘Al-Hafiz al- Sakhawi related that Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr said, “The 
scholars arc in unanimous agreement that itis incumbent upon 
every single believer to send prayers upon the Prophet & This 
is deduced from the words of the Most High {0 you who beliew, 
send prayers upon him ond salute him with cbundant grectings oj peace)" 

Imam al-Qurtubi said, “There is no disagreement that it 
[sending prayers upon the Prophet 8] is obligatory at least 
once in one’ - and that its obligation in all other times 
ig akin to the obligation of the highly-stressed Sunnas” Ibn 
“Atiyya preceded al-Qurtubi in this view: “Sending prayers 
upon the Prophet & is obligatory in every circumstance. It 
is at same level of obligation as the highly-stressed Sunnas 
which should not be omitted and which are only neglected 
by those bereft of goodness.” 

According to Imam al-Shafi'i & it is obligatory [to send 
prayers upon the Prophet &] in the prayer during the final 
testification [in the final sitting]. And some of the colleagues 
of Imam Malik & held the same view as him. Some of them 
considered it obligatory to send abundant prayers without 
ng them {to a set number] 
am al-Tahawi said, “When a person hears someone 
mention the Prophet #, or when he mentions the Prophet & 
himself, it is obligatory for him to send prayers upon him.” 

Imam al- Halimi said in his commentary on [al- Bayhaqi’s] 
Shueb al iman (The Branches of Faith): “Revering the Prophet 
& is one of the branches of Faith. Indeed, reverence for the 
Prophet @ isa station above love, so it behooves us to love him, 
exalt him, and revere him more intensely than how servants 























honor their master and how children honor their father, T| 
ishow it has been expressed in che Book [the Quran] and how 
ithas been commanded by Allah 

In his af Durr al manthur, al- Hafiz al-Suyuti said, “When 
this verse was revealed, the people began congratulating the 
Prophet &.” Within many of the exegerical works and books 
of hadith® there is a narration from “Abd al-Rahman b. Aby 
Layla. who reported that he met Ka’b b “Ujra, who said to him, 
“Would you like me to give you a gift that I heard from the 
Messenger of Allah &?” ‘Abd al- Rahman replied, “Of course: 
give it ro me!” Ka’b said, “When the verse €Venty Alla and His 
angel send prayers upon the Prophet...» was revealed, we said ro the 
Prophet "We already know how to send greetings of peace 
upon you: rell us. how should we send prayers upon you” The 
Prophet & replied, “Say, © Allah. send prayers upon Muhammad and upon 
the Family of Muharnmad, just as You have sent prayers upon Ibrahim und upon 
the Fanaily of Ibrahim, and bless Muhamonad and the Family of Mubarnmad, 
{ust as you have Messed Ibrahim and he Family of tbrakims verily You are the 
Prasseworthy, the Glorious * (This hadith has been narrated with 
different wordings, some with additional phrases, some with 


less.) 











POINT OF BENEFIT 


In his commentary on Sait al-Bukhari and in his al-Mavahib al 
Iduniyya, the erudite al-Qastalani quoted the lordly gnostic Abu 
Muhammad al-Marjani who said: 


The secret behind the Prophet's saying “just as You sent 
prayers upon Ibrahim” and “just as You have blessed Ibrahim.” 
and the reason why he didn’t say “just as you have sent prayers 
upon Musa.” is because [Allah’s} theophany (jal) ro Musa 
(prayers and salutations upon him) was one of divine majesty 
and majesty (jal). which resulted in Musa falling unconscious. 
On the other hand, the theophany to the Intimate Friend 
Ibrahim (prayers and salutations upon him) was one of divine 
beauty (jem), as love and intimate friendship are from the 
traces of the theophany of beauty (tyjlial-janal). But this docs 
‘not imply an equivalence between [the Prophet Muhammad 















gland the Intimate Friend [J brahim] (may Allah's Prayers 
and salutations be upon them both) for the Prophet & has 
gnly ordered them {the believers] to invoke [Allah] asking 
that he receive a divine theophany fitting the same description 
ve the theophany given to the Intimate Friend (prayers and 
Salutations upon him). The hadith in question implies a co 

sharing in the description, which is the divine theophany of 
beauty, and not an equivalence between the two stations and 
tanks. That is because the Real, Glorified is He, discloses 
Himsclf to two people in different ways, each in a manner 
corresponding with his rank, despite the fact that both share 
in the overall theophany of beauty Lach [Prophet]. therefore, 
received a theophany in accordance with his particular station 
‘and rank in Allah's sight: the Intimate Friend Ibrahim received 
a thcophany of beauty in accordance with his station, and 
our master Muhammad & received a theophany of beauty in 
accordance with his station. This is how the hadith should be 


properly understood 











Whar al-Marjani meant is that the station of our master 
Muhammad & is higher than the station of our master Ibrahim, 
so the prayer from Allah Most High that is sought for him is also 
higher and loftier than the prayer that is sought for our master 
Ibrahim. This supports al- Nawaw’’s opinion in the marrer, for he 
said that the best answer to the problematic 
the prayer upon our master Muhammad & and the prayer upon 
our master Ibrahim ¥@ (when in fact the Prophet Muhammad 
Ais superior) lies in the statement attributed to Imam al-Shafti 
&, who said that the likeness is with regards to the basis of the 
prayer, as it were, [and not an actual equivalence or likeness} 

The erudite Ahmad b. Hajar al-Makki said in al Jawhar af 
munazzam fi zi'yarat al-Qabr al-Sharif al-Nabawi al-Mukarram: 









The reason why our master Ibrahim the Intimate Friend and 
his believing Family have been given preference [over the 
other Prophets] is because Allah Most igh has not joined 
between blessings and mercy for any others besides them. as 
seen in Allah's words in Sura Hud, {May Allahs mercy and blessings 






be upon you, O members ofthe household Certainly, He is Worthy of al Praise, 
the Glonous) (11-73). He is the best of the Prophets after our 


Prophet Muharnmad #. 


Al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi said. 


The import of ths verse is that Allah Most High has informed 
His servants about the rank that His Prophet & enjoys in His 
sight and among the Loftiest Assembly. He has told them that 
He praises the Prophet among the angels brought near and 
that the angels in turn invoke prayers upon him Then He 
commanded those of the lower world to invoke prayers and 
peace upon him so that all of the worlds, both the lower world 
and the celestial world, come together in uttering his praises, 


POINT OF BENEFIT 


The erudite Ahmad b. Mubarak [al-Lamati] said in chapter eleven 
of the book al fbriz (Pure Gold), in which he recorded what he 
received from his Shaykh, the Succor of his age and the ocean of 


gnosis, our master ‘Abd al-’Aziz al-Dabbagh [8]: 


Regarding cher starement that “Prayers upon the Prophet & 
are accepted unequivocally’ from everyone,” I heard him & say, 
“There is no doubt that invoking prayers upon the Prophet & 
is the best of deeds, and it is the remembrance of the angels 
who are on the outer edges of Paradise. Of the blessings of 
invoking prayers upon the Prophet & is that each time they 
invoke them, Paradise expands further in distance. Now, 
they are unceasing in their prayers upon him, so Paradise is 
likewtse unceasing in its expansion--they run and Paradise 
runs behind them. Paradise continues to expand until these 
angels move on to uttering glorifications [of Allah] ‘These 
angels do not move on to glorification until the Real, Exalted 
is He, manifests Himself to the people of Paradise in Paradise 

When He manifests Himself to them and the aforementioned 
angels witness Him, they begin to utter glorifications and 

Paradise comes to a standstill and the stations therein become 
fixed for sts inhabitants. Had those angels begun to utter 





slorifications of Allah when they were fist created, Paradise 
a ld not have increased one bit! This from the blessings of 
javoking prayers upon the Prophet & However, 1s acceptance 
can only be certain when it comes forth from a pure essence 
rd pure heart. because when it comes forth from a pure 
srpence it comes forth free ofall defects such as ostentation 
and conceit. There are a great many defects, though none of 
them come forth from 2 pure essence and pure heart This is 
the meaning of what is mentioned in the other hadith, that 
“whoever says There i no god but Allah (la ilaha ila allah) will enter 
Paradise’--this means that if his essence and heart are pure 
and he utters it, he does so sincerely for the sake of Allah.” 

1 [Ahmad b. al- Mubarak] asked him &. “Why does 
Paradise increase through prayers upon the Prophet & and not 
through glorifications and other formulae of remembrance?" 
He replied &, “That is because the origin of Paradise is the 
git of the Prophet #, and thus it yearns for him as a child 
yearns for its father, and when it hears his mention it becomes 
enlivened and takes flight to him because it receives drink from 
him & .. The angels that are on the outer edges of Paradise and 
at its gates occupy themselves with remembering the Prophet 
Sand invoking prayers upon him, so Paradise longs for that 
and moves towards them. Now, the angels are on all sides of 
Paradise, so Paradise expands in all directions.” 

He said &. “Were it not for the will of Allah and His 
preventing, Paradise would have gone forth into this world 
during the lifetime of the Prophet , and would have gone 
with him wherever he went and spent the night wherever he 
spent the night! However. Allah Most High prevented it from 
going forth to the Propher & so that others could acquire faith 
inthe unseen through him 4 directly.” 

He said 4, “When the Prophet # and his Uma enter 
Paradise, Paradise will rejoice in them and expand on their 
behalf, and will attain an incalculable delight and happiness.” 














Shaykh al-“Adawi quoted al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi, who related: 


Al-Fakahani said, “Allah's prayer upon our master Muhammad 
# has unique features that are not shared with any of his 


brethren from the Messengers. As far as | am aware, there 
is no place m the Quran of any other Scripture where Allah 
sends prayers upon. another Prophet besides ours & This is _ 
Tinique fearure that Allah has chosen for him to the exclusion 
of the other Prophets * 

[.J Abu‘ Uthman al-Wa'iz related that Imam Sahl b, 
Muhammad b Sulayman said, "This ennobling by which 
Allah Most High has honored Muhammad &—-this being 
His words (Verily allah and Hss angels send prayers upon the Prophet. 
1 yew who bee send prayers upon him nd salute him with abundant 
greenngsofprace pis more complete and comprehensive than 
the ermobling received by Adam x@ when the angels were 
ordered to prostrate to hie. That is because itis not permitted 
[racionally] that Allah should participate alongside the angels 
in that act of conferring honor. However, Allah (Exalted and 
Mayestic 1s He’) says about Himself that He sends prayers 
upon the Prophet &, and then says that the angels send prayers 
upon him, too Sean honoring that comes from Allah Most 
High is more intense than an honoring that comes from the 
angels only (though Allah Most High 1s with them in that) * 

[..] al- Wahidi reported wath hi chain of transmission 
to al-Asma'i who said, “I heard al- Mahdi? say while atop 
the pulpit in Basra. ‘Verily Allah has given you an order; He 
ted it Himself and then commanded His sanctified angels 
honoring and ennobling him by saying: €Verily Allah 
cand His angels send prayers upon the Prophet. © you who believe, send prayers 
spon kim and salu him with abundant greetings of peace. He preferred 
him with this over the other noble Messengers and gifted it to 
youamongall nations, so receive His graces with thankfulness 
and send abundant prayers of remembrance upon him #!” 











Al-Qastalani said in al Mawahib al adunipya, “Ibm al-'Arabi [al- 
Maliki] said that the benefit of prayers upon the Prophet # go back 
to the one who invokes them upon him, as they demonstrate the 
purity of his belief. the sincerity of his intention, the manifestation 
of his love, the constancy of his obedience, and his respect for 
the noble intermediary that is the Prophet #.” al-Qastalani 
also quoted from his teacher al-Sakhawi, who quoted the two 
honourable [mams al-Halimi and ‘Izz al-Din b. ‘Abd al-Salam: 
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ucprayersupon the Prophet & are not an intercession from 
oro nim. (or the likes of us cannot intercede for the likes of 
him’ However, Allah has commanded us to reciprocate to 
mmaxe who bestow favors and gooditess upon us, and if we 
are unable t0 reciprocate in like we are 0 reciprocate with 
sipplications. Because Allah knows that we are incapable of 
sePpprocating (the favors] of our Prophet &, He instructed 
je to send prayers upon him so that they may serve as a 
veeipracation of his goodness and largesse upon us, for there 
ic no excellence superior to the Prophet's excellence i!” 


shaykh al“Adawi (Allah have mercy upon him) recorded 


‘Al-Marjani said, *Since the benefit of your prayers upon 
the Prophet & go back to you, in reality you are praying for 
yourself” Others have said chat one of the greatest branches 
of faith (shuab al man) is to send prayers upon the Prophet # 
Gur of love for him and fulfillment of his right, and out of 
respect and reverence for him, Constancy in sending prayers 
upon him & is a way of expressing gratitude towards him, 
and it is undoubtedly obligatory to have gratitude towards 
him since such tremendous favors have come from him he is 
the reason for our salvation from the Inferno and our entry 
into the Abode of Bliss, and it is because of him that we have 
realised success with the casiest of means, attained felicity in 
every arena. and enjoyed sublime degrees and received lofty 
merits without veiling Allah Most High says {Certainly Allah 
‘has bestowed His favor upon the believers by sending among them a Messenger 
_from thrown sles, reciting to them Hissigns and purifying them and teaching 
them the Bookand the wisdom, though before chat they were in manifest error. 


(3:64) 





NOTA BENNE 


Concerning the meaning of the term Family, Tbn Hajar (al- 
Haytami] said in al-Jawhar al-munazzam, 


According to al-Shafi'i (Allah have mercy upon him) and 
the majority of scholars, what is meant here by Family in the 








prayer sent upon them are those forbidden from receiving 
Zakat They are the believers among Banu Hashim and Banu 
al-Muttalib It 1s also said that the Family tefers to his [the 
Prophet's] wives and progeny It is also said that it refers to the 
scions of Fatima in particular (may Allah be pleased her and 
all of them). tt is also said thar it refers to the scions of ‘Aji 

al-“Abbas, Ja'far. and ‘Aqil—and some exaggerated in theig 
support of this larter view and extended the Family to include 
all of Quraysh! It has also been said chat the Family refers to 
the entire Umma of Response (those who accepted Islam) —~ 
this being the opinion to which Imam Malik inclined and 
the preferred view of al- Azhari and some of the Shafi‘is This 
latter view was also declared the soundest by al- Nawawi in his 
commentary on Sahih Muslim; however, al-Qadi Husayn and 
others restricted it to the pious among them. But this view is 
weakened if the meaning of prayers upon them is mercy, since 
mercy encompasses those who ace not pious. Furthermore, 
the chain of the report “The Family of Muhammad is every 
pious person” is very Aimsy (wahin ddan). 
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Chapter Two 


HADITH REPORTS THAT ENCOURAGE 
SENDING PRAYERS UPON THE PROPHET & 





4 MESSENGER OF ALLAH & SAID, “Whosoever sends 
fet single prayer upon me, Allah will send renfold prayers 
B20 pon him on account of it." (Muslim, Sahih) 

The Messenger of Allah said, “Send prayers upon me, for 
your prayers upon me are a charity for you and are multiplied [in 
reward] many times over.” (Ibn Abi Shayba, Musannaf) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Do not turn your houses 
into graveyards and do not turn my grave into a site of festivity, 
send prayers upon me, for your prayers reach me wherever you 
are.” (Abu Dawud, Suitan) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, "Verily to Allah belongs angels 
that travel around the earth conveying to me the salutations of 
my Umma.” (Abu Yusuf, Kitab al-Kharaj) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever sends prayers 
upon me. his prayers reach me; 1 send prayers upon him, and 
besides that ten good deeds are written for him.” (al-Tabarani, 
al Mujamn al kabir) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “There is no one who sends 
greetings of peace upon me except that Allah returns my soul to 
meso that [ can respond to the greetings, saying “And greetings 
of peace be upon you."” (Abu Ya'la, Musnad) 





a 





n 


“The Messenger of Allah J said, *Verily Allah has entrusted an 
angel at my grave to whom Allah has given the names of creation 
No one sends prayers upon me sincerely from his heart excep 
that the angel says to me, *O Muhammad! So-and-so the son of 
So-and-so has sent prayers upon you,’ and then the Lord, Blessed 
and Exalted is He, sends ten prayers upon him for every prayer 
that he sent, and the angels continue to send prayers upon 
for as long as he sends prayers upon me. (al: Munawi, Fiydal Qadir) 

Abu Talha & said, “I went to see the Prophet & one day and 
saw him in a state of joy that I had never seen from him before 
L asked him what had occasioned such joy and he replied, “What 
is to keep me [from such joy] when Jibril has left just now and 
delivered to me a glad tidings from my Lord? He came to me 
and said, “Verily Allah has sent me to give you the glad tidings 
that no one ftom your Uinma sends prayers upon you except that 
h and His angels shall send ten prayers upon him!” (Ibn 

Hibban. Sahih) 

‘The Messenger of Allah & said." Whosoever sends one prayer 
upon me, Allah will send tenfold prayers upon him on account 
of it, whosoever sends ten prayers upon me, Allah will send one 
hundredfold prayers upon him; and whosoever sends one hundred 
prayers upon me, Allah will write between his eyes ‘Free from 
hypocrisy and free from the Hellfire,’ and Allah will place him 
among the martyrs on the Day of Resurrection~so be frequent 
in sending prayers upon me each time Fam mentioned, for it is 
an expiation for your sins.” (al-Tabarani, al Mujam al saghir) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever from my Umma 
sends one prayer upon me, Allah will write for him ten good 
deeds, efface for him ten sins, and will raise him ten degrees, and 
they [the prayers] will be equivalent to freeing ten slaves.” (Ibn 
Abi ‘Asim, Kitab al saat) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever of my Umma 
sends a prayer upon me sincerely from his heart, Allah shall send 
tenfold prayers upon him on account of it, and will raise him ten 
degrees, write for him ten good deeds. and efface for him ten bad 
deeds.” (al-Nasa'i, ‘Amal al:yawm wa al layla) 

































a 





essenger of Allah # said to Abu Kahil (a Companion) 
7 abu Kabil, whosoever sends three prayers upon me each day 

oe “three prayers upon me each night—out of love and yearning 

aac ie is a right upon Allah that He forgives his sins of that 

for aa night.” (al Tabarani, al- Mujam al-kabir) 

day a Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever sends one prayer 

i me, Allah will write for him one grat [of reward]—and a 

por Teint aun Uhud.” (al-Suyuti, al Jami al saghir) 

fre vy Ghassan al-Nahdi related, "Whosoever sends one 

hundred prayers upon the Messenger of Allah & in a day shall 

helike one who continuously worships through the day and the 


TheM 








. 
se al-Hasan al-Shadhili & said: 
Inone of my journeys I spent the night in an area filled with 
wild animals. They soon began to surround me, so | sat on 
an elevated spot and said to myself, “By Allah, I will send 
prayers upon the Messenger of Allah &, for he has said that 
Whosoever sends a single prayer upon me, Allah will send 
tenfold prayers upon him on account of it.” I said to myself 
thar if Allah sends prayers upon me then I will spend the 
entire night enjoying security through Him. I did just that, 
and lo [ was afraid of nothing whatsoever! 








The knower of Allah, Taj al-Din Ibn ‘Ata’illah al-Sakandari, 
said in his book Tajal-‘arus al-hawé li rahdhib al-nufus: 


Whosoever is nearing the end of his life and wants to recover 
whar he has missed [of righteousness] should invoke with the 
comprehensive formulae of remembrance. By doing that, a 
short life will be as if it were long. An example of this is him 
saying “Glorified and transcendent is Allah, the Tremendous, 
and to Him isall praise—by the number of His creation, His 
sclf-pleasure, the weight of His Throne, and the ink of His 
words.” Likewise, whosoever has missed the chance to offer 
many fasts and stand frequently during the night in prayer 
should busy himself with invoking prayers upon the Messenger 
of Allah &. Had you performed every act of obedience during 
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your entire hfe and then Allah sent a single prayer upon you, 
that single prayer would outweigh all of the obedience you 
had done during your entire life That 1s because you send 
prayers according to your capact but Allah sends prayers 
according to His Lordship (Rububipa) And that is fits only 
a single prayer, so what do you think if He sends ten prayers 
upon you for every prayer that you send, as is mentioned in 
the nigoroush authenticated hadith How excellent your hfe 
will be if you use it to obey Allah by invoking Him and sending 
prayers upon the Messenger of Allah ! 





Al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi quoted Imam al-Fakahani who said: 


The ultumate aim of the firse and the last [servants] is to receive 
asingle prayer From Allah Most High-~what a gain for them 
were they co obtain it! Indeed. ifan intelligent person were 
asked “Which is more beloved to you. to have the righteous 
deeds ofall of creation written on your scroll of deeds, or single 
prayer from Allah upon you?” he would choose the prayer 
from Allah So what say you of the one upon whom our Lord 
(Exalteds He) and His angels send prayers constantly and 
continually? How can a believer not send frequen prayers 
upon the Prophet , and how can he he neglectful of them? 
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Chapter Three 


HADITH REPORTS THAT ENCOURAGE 
SENDING PRAYERS UPON THE PROPHET 6 ON 
FRIDAY AND THE EVENING PRECEDING IT”, 

AND AN EXPLANATION OF ITS WISDOM 





HL MESSENGER OF ALLAH # SAID, “Send frequent 

&) prayers upon me on Friday and the evening preceding 
B94 j:, for whosoever sends a single prayer upon me, Allah 
will send tenfold prayers upon him on account of it.” (al-Sakhawi, 
al Quwl al badi’) 

‘The Messenger of Allah & said, “Send frequent prayers upon 
me on Friday, for Jibril has come to me just now and informed 
me that my Lord, the Exalted and Sublime. has said “There is no 
Muslim upon the earth who sends one prayer upon you except 
that [ and My angels will send tenfold prayers upon him.” (al- 
Tabarani, al Mujjam al-kabir) 

Abu al-Darda’ & reported, “The Messenger of Allah & 
said, “Send abundant prayers upon me cach Friday, for they 
are witnessed by the angels, There is no one who sends prayers 
upon me except that his prayers are presented to me until he is 
finished.’ | asked him, ‘Even after death?” He & replied: ‘Verily 
Allah has forbidden the earth from consuming the bodies of the 
Prophets—may prayers and salutations be upon all of them.” 
(Ibn Hibban, Sahih) 
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Abu Umama & reported, “The Messenger of Allah & said. 
“Send abundant prayers upon me each Friday, for the prayers of 
my Lina are presented to me then Those of you who send the 
most prayers upon me will be the closest to me in station.” (Ibn 
Majah, Sunan) 

“The Messenger of Allah & said, “From the best of your days 
is Friday: on it Adam 42 was created. on it his soul was taken 
on it the Trumpet will be blown, and on it will occur the great 
thunderous clap (tiga) —so send abundant prayers upon me on 
that day, for certainly your prayers are presented to me.” The 
Companions said. “O Messenger of Allah! How are our Prayers 
presented to you after you have turned to dust?” He & said: “Verily 
Allah, the Exalted and Sublime, has forbidden the earth from 
consuming the bodies of the Prophets” (al-Bayhaqi, Sunar) 

“The Messenger of Allah J said, “Send abundant prayers upon 
me during the darkness of night and the blossoming of day, for 
your prayers are presented to me." (al-Bayhagi, Sunari) 

The Messenger of Allah & said. “Whosoever sends one 
hundred prayers upon me on Friday, eighty years’ worth of sins 
will be forgiven for him.” (Ibn Shahin. al-Targhib) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever sends one 
thousand prayers upon me on a Friday will not die until he sees 
his seat in Paradise.” (Ibn Shahin, al Targhib) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever sends prayers 
upon me eighty times on Friday. Allah the Exalted will forgive 
him the sins of eighty years.” It was asked, “O Messenger 
of Allah! How are prayers sent upon you?” He replied, “You 
should say whilst counting one by one, ‘O Allah, send prayers 
upon Muhammad, Your servant and Messenger, the Primordial 
Prophet” (al-Daraqutni, Sunar) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever prays the ‘Ast 
prayer on Friday and says eighty times before getting up 'O Allah, 
send prayers peace upon Muhammad the Primordial Prophet 
and upon his Family and Companions,’ eighty years’ worth of sins 
will be forgiven for him, and eighty years’ worth of worship will 
be written for him [on his account]. (Ibn Bashkuwal, al-Qurbd) 
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“The Messenger of Allah # said, Verily to Allah bel 


jong angel: 
ed of ght who only descend on the night before Friday any 
es day cself In their hands are golden pen and sheets of light 
: 





d all they record are prayers sent upon the Prophet & * (Ibn 
wasabi Jarikh Dimashg) nse 

fal Hafiz al-Sakhawi said, “Our Imam al-Shafii said, 1 
Jove that frequent prayers be sent upon the Prophet % in every 
siuation, though I consider them more beloved when sent on 
way and the evening preceding i.” 

Inhis book a Durral mondud, 1bm Hajar (al- Haytami] quoted 
some who said that busying oneself in sending prayers upon the 
Prophet # on Friday and the night preceding it garners more 
divine reward than busying oneself in recitation of the Quran— 
spar from Sura al-Kahf, whose recitation on Friday or the nigh 
preceding it has been explicitly mentioned in the hadith texts. 

Shaykh al~"Adawi (Allah have mercy upon him) said." He [Ibn 
Hajar] is a proof when it comes to scholarly citations Perhaps 
he deduced this from the many narrations from the Prophet # 
which encourage sending prayers upon him on Friday and the 
evening preceding it” 

Al-Qastalani said in al Mawah al laduntyya 


Were you to ask what is the wisdom in sending frequent 
prayers upon the Prophet & particularly on Friday and the 
evening preceding it, tbn al-Qayyim answered by saying “The 
Messenger of Allah is the master of mankind and Friday is 
the master of the other days, so sending prayers upon him 
on Friday has a distinction that other days do not. There is 
another wisdom behind it as well, namely that every goodness 
his nation has obtained, in this life and in the Next, has only 
come through his hands &—so by him Allah has gathered for 
his nation the goodness of this life and the goodness of the 
Next, and they obtain the greatest honor on Friday, for it is 
ona Friday that Allah shall send them to their abodes and 
Palaces in Paradise, Ir is their ‘Day of Increase’ when they 
enter Paradise; it is their day of celebration in this world, 
and it isa day when Allah Most H igh will fulfill their needs 
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and requests and not decline any of their pleas, They have 
only come to know all of this and receive it by means of the 
Prophet and at his hands, so those who wish to thank him 
and praise him and fulfill a small portion of the right owed 
rohim should see rot that they send abundant prayers upon 
him on thts day (Friday] and the evening preceding it" 





Chapter Four 


HADITH REPORTS THAT ENCOURAGE 
SENDING PLENTIFUL PRAYERS UPON THE 
PROPHET & ALONG WITH A DISCUSSION ON 
SEEING THE PROPHET & IN A WAKEFUL STATE 





Ne MESSENGER OF ALLAH & SAID. “Send frequent 
GA prayers upon me, for the first thing you will be asked 
E2904 bout in the grave shall be concerning me.” (al-Sakhawi, 


al Qa al-badt) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, "Prayers sent upon me shall 
bea light on the Day of Resurrection when crossing the Traverse 
(Gin). 30 send abundant prayers upon me.” (al-Daylami, Musnad 
alfirdaws) 

‘The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever would be 
delighted to meet Allah with Him being well-pleased with him, 
then ler him send frequent prayers upon me.” (al-Daylami, Musnad 
al findans) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “The closest people to me on 
the Day of Resurrection shall be those who send the most prayers 
upon me.” (al-Tirmidhi, Sunan) 

In the Ritla of Imam Abu al-Qasim al-Qushayri there isa 
report from Ibn ‘Abbas & that reads, “Allah, the Exalted and 
Sublime, revealed to Musa af. ‘I have increased your power 
of hearing ten thousandfold so you can withstand hearing My 
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Speech, and | have given you ten thousand tongues with y h 
rorespon ome the mostbeloved and closest you can be gf 
is when you send abundant prayers upon Muhammad a» 

In his commentary on Dalila Rhayrat, Shaykh al~“Adawi gue 
from al-Fasi’sand al-Jamal’s commentaries on Dalai ayn er 
of whom quoted from al Shanwani’s gloss on the abridgmem, 
Soh al Bubhan and from al-Sakhawi's al Qavl al bud (Allah jae’ 
mercy upon them al), that Ka'b al-Ahbar & reported, “Allah eye 
Exalted and Sublime, said to Prophet Musa (prayers and pos 
upon him and our Prophet) in some of what He revealed to hig 
“© Musa! Were it not for those who worship Me I would neve 
grant reprieve to those who disobey Me even for the blinki ing of 
an eye' © Musa’ Were it not for those who testify that there is no 
god but Allah | would have thrust the Hellfire upon the world 
O Musa! When you meet the poor, ask of them as you would 
ask of the rich 1F you fail to do that then I will bury all of your 
good works under the dirt. Q Musa! Would you like to never 
suffer from thirst on the Day of Resurrection?" Musa replied, 
“Yes. © Divine!’ Allah said, “Then send abundant prayers upon 
Muhammad!" 

Al-Sakhawi said, “It is narrated in some reports that there 
was a servant from the Children of Israel who had transpressed 
against his own soul, and when he died the people tossed his 
corpse [into a wasteland or desolate area] Allah then revealed to 
His Prophet Musa #2, ‘Go and wash his body and offer prayers 
for him, for I have forgiven him.’ Musa asked, ‘O Lord, for what 
reason have You forgiven him”’ Allah said, ‘One day he opened 
the Torah and found in it the name Muhammad, whereupon he 
sent a prayer upon him, that is why 1 have forgiven him!” 

Ubayyb Ka'b reported, “When a quarter of the night would 
pass, the Messenger of Allah & would arise and say '‘O people! 
Remember Allah! Remember Allah! The convulsing blast [of 
the Trumpet] has come, followed by the subsequent one —death 
has come with what it contains.’ | said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! I 
send abundant prayers upon you how much of my prayer should 
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esis 10 Sending prayers upon YOu As much as you like: 
| oer ied, 1 asked, ‘Should I have you in half of my prayer?" He 
he ae "yf you like. And ifyou wish to add to that it will be better 
cep sked. “So what about two thicds? He & replied, If 
for yor And ifyou wish toadd to that it will be berter for you" 
you Should 1 have you in my whole prayer, O Messenger of 


| asked. 
Taske He & replied, ‘If you do that. your stress will be relieved 











Ne ie will be forgiven.” (al-Tirmidhi, Sunan) Another 
and Vion has it,"Lf you do that, Allah will relieve your worldly 
a “Afterworldly stress.” 


Jmam al-Sha'rani said the following in his biography of Abu 

wahib al-Shadhili & in Tabagat al-Sufiyya: “Shaykh Abu al- 
al-Shadhili said. ‘I saw the Prophet # in a dream and 
asked him, “O Messenger of Allah! What is the meaning of Ubayy 
f Kab’s question on how much of the prayer he should dedicate 
to you" He & replied, “Iris that you send prayers upon me and 
gift their reward to me and not to yourself.” 

Shaykh al-‘Adawi quoted al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi, who related 
from Ibn Abi Hajla, who related that Abu Hatib said that a 
righteous mar had informed him that sending abundant prayers 
upon the Prophet # averts plagues. 

[mam al-Sha'rani also said in Kashfal-ghumma, “Some scholars 
(may Allah be pleased with them) have said that the minimum 
number of prayers upon the Prophet & needed to be considered 
qbundant’ is seven hundred. Others have said that the minimum 
number is three hundred and fifty in each day and three hundred 
and fifty each night.” 

Imam al-Sha'rani also said in Lawagih al-anwar al-qudsiyya fi 
bapan dl ‘uhud al Muhammadiyya (The Holy Fecundating Lights in 
Clarification of the Muhammadan Covenants) 


A general covenant has been taken from us by the Messenger 
of Allah & that we send abundant prayers and peace upon him 
day and night, and that we remind our brethren of the reward 
and recompense for doing so, and that we encourage them 
to do it as an expression of love for him & If they adopt for 








a 


themselves a litany in the day and the night (in the mornin, 

8 
and the evening) of one thousand to ten thousand prayers 
{upon the Prapher &}, thar will be considered among the bess 
of [their] good deeds. 

[.] The one who invokes prayers upon the Prophet & 
requires purity and presence with Allah, because prayers upon 
the Propher are a form of intimate discourse with Allah and 
sirnilar to the formal prayer that has bowing and prostration 
even if ritual purity is not a precondition for thesr validity 

Whosoever persists in sending prayers {upon the Prophet 
4] in the manner we have described will have an immense 
reward, and indeed it is one of the best things by which one 
draws near to the Prophet &. Since there 1s none in existence 
luke the Prophet # for whom Allah Most High has granted 
authority in the lower world and in the Hereafter, the one 
who serves him with sincerity, love, and purity will find that 
tyrants are subdued before him and that he is honored by all 
of the believers, as 1t is seen from those who enjoy closeness to 
the kings of this world. Indeed, whosoever serves the master 
will be served by the master's servants 

The litany of our Shaykh and guide to Allah, Shaykh 
Nur al-Din al-Shuni, was ren thousand [prayers upon the 
Prophet A]. and the litany of Shaykh Ahmad al-Zawawi was 
forty thousand prayers. The latter once said to me, “Our way 
consists of sending abundant prayers upon the Prophet & 
until he keeps company with us in a wakcful state (jagszion) 
and we are in his presence like the Companions were; then 
we ask him abour our religious affairs and the traditions that 
our hadith masters have declared weak and then act on the 
basis of what he & says regarding them. We do not consider 
ourselves among those who send abundant prayers upon the 
Prophet # until this occurs.” 

Know. dear brother, the one of the shortest paths to Allah's 
Presence is the path of sending prayers upon the Prophet &, 
so whoever has not served the Prophet & exclusively and yet 
seeks to enter Allah's Presence. he has sought the impossible, 
for on account of his ignorance of the propriety (aiib) required 
before Allah Most High, the Sentinel of the Divine Presence 
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will not grant hun leave to enter Such a person may be hkened 
toa farmer who secks an audience with the sultan directly and 
without an intermediary Understand this 

See t0 1t, dear brother, that you send abundant prayers 
upon the Messenger of Allah &, for on the Day of Resurrection 
the Angels of Punishment—out of reverence for him —w 
not seize those who served him, We infer from this that being 
remiss in works but in the protective care [of the Prophet &] 
benefits in away that is not afforded to those who have only 
an abundance of righteous actions indirectly linked to the 
Messenger of Allah &! 

By Allah. the intention of those who bring people rogether 
to remember Allah is naught but love for Aflah; and likewise 
the intention of those who bring people together to send 
prayers upon the Prophet & is naught but love for the Prophet 
& We mentioned in the earlier covenants that kceping 
company with the Prophet # in the intermediary rcalm (al 
barsakh) requires a tremendous amount of purity~an amount 
needed so the servant can sit with him. Thus, anyone who has a 
hidden evi trait that he would be ashamed to disclose ro others 
in this life and the Next is not fitting to keep company with 
the Messenger of Allah &, even though his devotional works 
ay weigh as heavy as mankind and jinn combined —just as 
the hypocrites did not benefit from their companionship. and 
just as disbelievers do not benefit from reciting the Quran 
because of their lack of faith in its rulings' 

Al-Tha'labi recorded in his Arais al majals that to Allah 
Most High belongs creation who reside behind Mount Qaf— 
and their total number is known only to Allah. The only act 
of worship they perform is invocation of prayers upon the 
Messenger of Allah &. 











‘The erudite Shaykh Ahmad b. al-Mubarak said in his book 
al ibris that our master al-Khidr (peace be upon him and our 
Prophet) had given his Shaykh, the succor of the age and our 
master Abd al-'Aziz al-Dabbagh, a litany with which to invoke 
seven thousand times each day. It was: “O Allah, O my Lord. by 
the rank of our master Muhammad the son of ‘Abdullah #, gather 
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ine with our master Muhamad the son of ‘Abdullah in this wor 


before the Next” 





The Shaykh was constant in this litany. There are several places 
throughout al Ibris where he [Shaykh Ahmad b. al-Mubarak] 
mentions his Shaykh 4% meeting the Prophet # in a wakefyl 
state (qugatan) and asking him questions, to which the Prophet 
A seplied with answers that were consistent with what the leading 
scholars had said - and that was despite the fact that the Shaykh 
was illiterate, unable to either read or write 

My master “Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi, in his commentary 
on the prayers of my master, the succor, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadit 
al-Jilani &, said in his explanation of the phrase “gift us with 
witnessing him”: 

That is, gift us with beholding him in a wakeful state and 

witnessing him directly in this world.” Shaykh Jalal al-Din 

al-Suyuti authored an essay concerning this issue [of seeing 
a wakeful state], and he entitled it Inara 
a halk fi was rupat al Nabi & wo al Malak® (The Hlumination of 
Darkness Concerning the Possibility of Seeing the Prophet 
Sand the Angels). During my time in Medina the Ilumined 
when I stayed during the month of Ramadan in the year 1005 
us, I kept company with the virtuous and noble practicing 
lar, Shaykh Mahmud al-Kurdi (Allah have mercy upon 
him). | would sie with him by the Door to the Prophetic 
Enclosure (al !ujra al Nabawryya), may the noblest of prayers 
and salutations be upon its resident! The Shaykh informed 
ime that he had seen the Prophet in a wakeful state and had 
spoken with him, and that one time he went co the Enclosure 
and was told to go and visit the Prophet's uncle Hamza # 
He went on to relate several conversations that took place 
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perween him and the Propher # in a wakeful state—and { 
Peeve acand consider him truthful in what he sad, ashe a 
ne of the truthful scholars. One day, for instance, he invited 
ofthis iome in Medinaand hosted me, and had taken out 
re pegesis of the Quran that he had written in eight volumes 
ai jo eaw that he had writcen a compilation of prayers upon 
the Prophet & similar to the famous Dalila Mayra but larger, 
jnaddition to some other works 

"AL Shihab Jbn Hajar al- Haytami said in his commentary 
on the panegyric Hamsiya Ode [of Imam al-Busini]. “The 
Prophet # said. in the hadith recorded by Muslim, “Whosoever 
sees me in his dream shall see me in a wakeful state.’ Ibn Abi 
Jamra, a-Barizi, al-Yafi'i, and others have related from a 
group of the Followers (lTebun)" and those after them that 
‘hey bad seen the Prophet & in their dreams and then later 
aw him in awakeful state, whereupon they asked him about 
various matters that were hidden [unknown to them] and he 
fold ther about the matters and they later found them exactly 
ashe had said. Ibn Abi Jamra said, “This is from the miracles 
of the saints, so the one who denies it will inevitably fall into 
the predicament of denying their miracles 

Imam al-Ghazali (Allah have mercy upon him) said in al 
Mungidh minal dalal (Deliverance from Error). “The possessors 
of hearts (erbab al-qulub) can witness the angels and the souls 
of the Prophets during wakefulness and hear their voices and 
derive benefits from them.” 

Iris well-known that the Prophet & is alive in his grave and 
that none but a saint sees him in a wakeful vision of benefit 
It is not farfetched to say that the one who is honored to 
sec him in a dream can be further honored by the removal 
of the veil between him and the Prophet # Though he is 
inhis grave. it is possible that the saints see him therein in 
a wakeful state and converse with him, even if their homes 
are far [from Medina] and their ranks vary. That this occurs 
among some of them as a dazz 
that they are Companions (Sahaba), as companionship ended 
with the Prophet's [physical] passing: and if those who saw 
after his passing yet before his burial are not considered 
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Companions. then even more so for these [saints who s 
him in a wakeful vision} This, then, answers the assertisy 
fof tbn Hajar al-"Asagalani] in Fath al Bari, who 
Jughly problematic, and were it to be interpreted literall 
would mean that they were Companions.” " 
‘Al-Shihab Ibo Hajar [al-Haytami] said, “It has been 
narrated that the Pole (Qutb) Abu al-Abbas al- Mursi, student 
of the Pole Abu al- Hasan al-Shadhili, saw the Prophet & 
several wakeful visions, especially when at the grave of 
his father in Qarafa, Indeed, my Shaykh and the Shaykh of 
my father, Shaykh Shams b. Muhammad b. Abi al-Hamail 
would see the Prophet & [in 2 wakeful vision] and [out of 
shyness before the Prophet #] would put his head inside 
the opening of his shirt, He would say that the Prophet # 
said such-and-such, and things would unfold exactly as he 
described them, without fail. So beware of denying this for 
it is a deadly poison 
This is not outlandish or beyond the pale, for the souls of 
the deceased are free: they did not die nor will chey ever die, 
instead, when the souls leave the elemental earthly bodies they 
adopt the forms of those bodies, such as when the Trustworthy 
Spirit Jibril x rook the form of the Bedouin, of when he 
took the form of Dihya al- Kalbi—as is narrated in rigorously 
authenticated hadith from the Messenger of Allah & If this 
is the case with the souls of ordinary folk whose souls have 
not been detained due to sins and rights [owed to others] that 
went unfulfilled at the time of their death, as Allah says, (Every 
soul sll held for what has earned, except the Companions ofthe Rig 
(7438-39). then what say you the souls of the Prophets and 
Messengers, may Allah's prayers and peace be upon them all! 
Death is not the extinction of the souls, even if the physical 
bodies of the deceased disintegrate. According to the position 
of the People of the Sunna and the Community (AA! al Suna we 
al Janaia), the questioning in the grave is true, as is the delight 
and punishment experienced in it. The interrogation, delight. 
and punishment in the grave all occur within the Intermediate 
Realm (‘Alam al Barzakl) and not in the lower realm of this 
world. The door to the Intermediate Realm is the grave, yet 

























26 





there is nothing contained in the graves except the bodies 
if che deceased. since the graves are themselves from the 
fower realm of this world, while the souls of the deceased 
are alive in the Intermediate Realm with a life sustained by 
divine command, The physical bodies in the lower world are 
‘jive through their souls, so when they no longer manage 
‘hose physical bodies the physical bodies perish while the 
ouls remain alive as they were. Death, therefore, is only a 
transference from one realm to another. so the free souls that 
tre not held for what they had earned —such as the souls of the 
Prophets, saints, and righteous servants of Allah Most High— 
are able to roam freely in the Intermediate Realm in the 
forms and appearances of their physical bodies. manifesting 
themselves in this lower world for whom Allah Most High 
wills to see them. 

A believer should not doubt this reality, as itis based upon 
the principles of Islam and the foundations ofits legal rulings 
Noone has qualms about it except misguided innovators who 
reject it based on their superficial intellects and notions—and 
Allah guides whom He wills to the Straight Path, and He has 


knowledge of all things! 









Shaykh at-'Adawi said: 

Do prayers upon the Prophet & illuminate the hearts only 

when they are said with sincerity and out of ewe for him 

being the Supreme Intermediary (al Wasital ‘Usma) &, and as 
iment of his tremendous right, or do they illuminate 
even if they are said for the sake of showing off (ra)? Imam 
al-Shatibi and al-Sanusi have both affirmed that the one 
who sends prayers [upon the Prophet #] attains reward even 
if his intention was to show off Al-’Allama [Muhammad 
b. Muhammad] al-Amir, in his gloss on “Abd al-Salam [al- 
Lagqani’s commentary on el_Jawhara imal halen) quoted some 
of the verifying scholars (al muhagyiqun) who said that there 
are two aspects to consider in this issue: with regards to the 
amount that reaches the Prophet &, there is no doubr that it is 
accepted and reaches him, and with regards ro the annount that 
reaches the one sending prayers upon him itis hke all other 
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deeds in which there is no reward unless done with sinceri 
This is the truth, for sincerity is demanded in every act of 
worship, and its opposite is condemned in every act as well 
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Chapter Five 


HADITH REPORTS THAT MENTION THE 
PROPBHET'S INTERCESSION & FOR THE 
ONE WHO SENDS PRAYERS UPON HIM. 
AND HADITH REPORTS THAT ENCOURAGE 
SENDING PRAYERS UPON HIM & 
UNRESTRICTEDLY 





E MESSENGER OF ALLAH & 5A1D,"When you hear the 
muezzin, say just as he says and then send prayers upon 
me, for whoever sends one prayer upon me, Allah shall 
serid tenfold prayers upon him, Then ask that | be granted the 
Wavila, for it is a station in Paradise that is not fitting but for a 
servant of Allah’s servants, and 1 hope that it is me Indeed, my 
intercession becomes lawful for whoever asks that | be granted 
the Wasila.” (Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah & also said, “Whoever says when 
he hears the azan and the commencement of the prayer (igama) 
‘O Allah, Lord of this complete call and prayer that is to be 
established, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant and 
Messenger, and grant him the Wasila and supreme virtue, and the 
lofty degree and intercession on the Day of Resurrect ‘then 
my intercession becomes lawful for him.” (al-Nasa’i, al Sunan) 
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Ibn Hajar [al-Haytami] said in al-Jawhar al-munazeany: 


It is authentically eeported in other hadith traditions thay 
{the Prophet &] said, “Whoever asks Allah that {be granted 
the Wad, my intercession becomes lawful for himon the Day 
of Resurrection," and in another narration, “my intercession, 
becomes incumbent for him” —this being a true promise thas 
will never be broken. This prophetic statement contains q 
tremendous glad tiding that one will die as a Muslim, for 
intercession can only be incumbent for one who has died in 
such a state, The Prophet's intercession & is not limited to 
the sinful: it can also be forthe elevation of one's degrees [in 
Paradise] or for other honors such as enjoying shade under 
the Throne, avoiding divine reckoning (bis), or entering 
swiftly into Paradise. The one who asks [for the Prophet 8} 
to receive the Wasi is favored with all or some of these, 
The Wala, as the Prophet & said, is the highest level of 
Paradise. The original meaning of the word Wasila is that by 
which a person draws near to the Lord, Exalted and Sublime 
is He, or that by which a person draws near to a king oc a 
master. In his Shwab al-iman, ‘Abd al-Jalil al-Qasri explained 
the meaning of the Wasila that is exclusive to our Prophet & 
and said that itis “the means of approach (tawasul),” and that 
in Paradise the Prophet & shal! be like a vizier before the 
King—with the caveat that this is without any resemblance 
orbkening for Allah, Exalted and Transcendent is He above 
that!—and thus on that Day no one shall receive any gift or 
favor except through the intermediation of the Prophet & 











POINT OF BENEFIT 


In the thabat of the erudite Sayyid Muhammad ‘Abidin there isa 
narration from Abu al-Mawahib al-Hanbali, who reported with 
his chain of transmission going back to the erudite Imam and 
Sufi and author of numerous beneficial works, Shaykh ‘Ulwan 
“Ali b. ‘Atiyya al-Hamawi al-Shafi'i al-Shadhili, who said in his 
book Misbatal draya wa mifah a-hidaya (The Lamp of Understanding 
and the Key of Guidance): 
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“the means of receiving 2 good end at the time of death 
ign al Rhasima) include. uprightness ((tigema). persistence in 
(m constancy in replying to the muezzin’s call, asking 


ation, 
invoe: het & be granted the Wastla, and constancy in 


that the Prop! 
supplicating: 


pp 5 Ase Jone Bae! Nisa ¢ Sf cain 
oj ledh Jot gece sats) 


+o Allah, honor this Muhammadan nation with Your 
beautiful oft-returning favors in both abodes, out of honor 
for those You have made members of his nation” (this is one 


of the most hope-inspiring means listed here) 
Other means include persistence in uttering the Master 


Plea for Forgiveness (Sayyid al Istighfar), which is reported in 
the rigorously authenticated hadith, and it is: 


rac aie oh gitls est y dy y §5 cat yin 


Eso GE jy dy SPT Laker Y Bats Baye 
i hy Ae dcty allah 





“O Allah, You are my Lord—there is no god but You. You 
created me, and 1am Your servant, and I uphold Your 
covenant and am faithful to Your promise as much as J am 
able. | seek refuge in You from the evil [ have done, and | 
acknowledge before You the blessings You have bestowed 
me, and I acknowledge my sins, so forgive me, for none can 
forgive sins except You.” 

‘Other means include praying the Dawn Prayer (Sub) 
and Late Noon Prayer (‘Asr) in congregation, along with 
many other types of goodness and praiseworthy statements 
and actions 





As for the means of receiving an evil end at the time of 
death (u al khatma) —Allah’s refuge is sought! — they include 
love for the lower world, possessing arrogance, coneeitedness, 
envy, and heedlessness, holding corrupt belicfs (ayida fade), 
stubbornly and persistently committing a forbidden act 
looking at pre-pubescent boys [with carnal desire] and 
looking at women [out of desire], contravening the Sunna 
thar has come from the Prophet #. and other types of evil 
and blameworthy statements and actions 


The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whoever sends prayers upon 
me ten times when he enters the morning and ten times when he 
enters the evening, my intercession will include him on the Day 
of Resurrection.” (al-Suyuti, al Jami‘al saghir) 

‘Abu Bakr al-Siddiq & reported, “The Messenger of Allah & 
said, ‘Whosoever sends prayers upon me, | shall be his intercessor 
on the Day of Resurrection.” (Ibn Shahin, o!-Targhib) 

[Abu Bakr al-Siddiq & said] “Sending prayers upon the 
Prophet & is more effective in wiping away sins than water is 
in extinguishing fire, sending salutations upon the Prophet # is 
more virtuous than frecing a slave; and loving the Messenger of 
Allah & is superior to striking a sword in the path of Allah.” (Ibn 
Bashkuwal, al: Qurba) 

[Abd al-Rahman b. Samura & related] “One day the 
Messenger of Allah # came to us as we were in the Mosque of 
Mcdina and said. ‘Last night I saw the most marvelous dream. ..[ 
sawa man from my Umma crossing the Traverse; he was crawling 
upon it, and at times dragging himself across it or clutching it. 
when suddenly his prayer sent upon me came to him and stood 
him up on his feet and rescued him...” (al-Daylami, Musnad al 

Jirdaw) 

The Messenger of Allah # said, “Adorn your gatherings by 

sending prayers upon me, for your prayers upon me will be a light 

for you on the Day of Resurrection.” (al-Daylami, ‘Musnad al firdaw's) 
The Messenger of Allah & also said, “There are no two servants 

who love one another and who, when meeting cach other, shake 
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he Prophet & except that they 
and send prayers upon the Trop! P Icy part 
hands an ene past and future sins forgiven” (Abu Yala, Mud) 
wy esaenger of Allah also said, “Whoever wishes to speak 
bur forgets it, let him send prayers upon me, for 


matter 
aout upon me wil rend to his matter and perhaps mind 
a aL Sunni Amal al-yewm waa! lela) 


ba esieager of Allah & also said, “Whosoever sends prayers 
upon me ina book, the angels will continue to seck his forgiveness 
so long as my name is 1n that book.” (al-Tabarani, al-Mujamal saghir) 

“Umar b. al-Khactab & said, “Supplication is suspended 
between the heavens and the earth and nothing of it will ascend 
until prayers are sent upon your Prophet &.” (al-Tirmidhi, Sunar) 

Ibn Masud & said, “When one of you wishes to ask Allah 
Most High, let him start by praising and lauding Him as He 
deserves, then let him send prayers upon the Prophet &, after 
that he may ask, for it is more likely to succced or reach.” (al- 
Daylami, Musnad al firdaws) 

‘Abu Sulayman al-Darani & said, “Whosoever wishes to ask 
‘Allah for a need, let him begin with sending prayers upon the 
Prophet &, and then let him ask Allah for his need and then 
conclude his request with prayers upon the Prophet &. for Allah 
accepts the two prayers [upon the Prophet #] and is too Generous 


to reject what is between them.” 
Al-Hafiz Ibn al-Salah said: 


Prayers and salutations upon the Messenger of Allah & must 
be observed with diligence when his noble name is mentioned, 
and one must never tire of repeating them cach ume his name 
is uttered, for that is one of the greatest benefits gained by 
the students, carriers, and writers of the hadith traditions 

One must beware of what lazy people and common students 
do, who write S.A.A W-S. instead of May Allah send prayers and 
peace upon hin, Sufficient as an honor is the statement of the 
Prophet &, Whosoever sends prayers upon me in a book, 
the angels will continue to seek his forgiveness so long as my 
name is in that book.” 
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Chapter Six 


HADITH REPORTS THAT WARN AGAINST 
NEGLECTING TO SEND PRAYERS 
UPON THE PROPHET & 


£ MESSENGER OF ALLAH & SAID, “May his nose be 





Bi upon me when Lam mentioned in his presence; may his 
nose be covered swith dust, the one upon whom the month of 
Ramadan comes and goes before he is forgiven; and may 
be covered in dust, the one whose parents reach old age and do 
not cause him to enter Paradise.” (al-Tirmidhi, Sunan) 

Mu‘adh b. Jabal & related, “The Messenger of Allah & 
ascended the pulpit, and when he climbed up one step he said 
‘Amin, Then he climbed to the second step and said Amin. Then 
climbed to the last step and said Amin. Then he said, ‘Jibril st came 
to me and said “O Muhammad! May Allah make remote the one 
who reaches Ramadan and yet is not forgiven.” so | said Amin. He 
said May Allah make remote the one who has both of his parents 
or one of them [under his care] yet still he enters the fire,” so 1 
said Amin. Then he said “And may Allah make remote the one 
in front of whom you are mentioned yet does not send prayers 
upon you.” He said “Say Antin” so I said Amin.” (Ibn Hibban, Sahih) 
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The Messenger of Allah & said, “The miser is the one who 
when [ am mentioned in his presence. does not send prayers uno, 
me.” (al-Tirmidhi, Sunari) pen 

‘The Messenger of Allah # also said, * Whosoever fails to send 
prayers upon me when my name is mentioned in his presence a 
miss the path to Paradise.” (Ibn Majah, Sunan) 

‘The Messenger of Allah & also said, "No people sit in 

: sitina 
gathering while failing to remember Allah or send prayers upon 
their Prophet therein, except thar they will have a regret and 
reckoning, if He (Allah) wills He may punish them, and if He 
wills He may forgive them.” (Abu Dawud, Sunari) 

The Messenger of Allah & also said, “Whosoever forgets to 
send prayers upon me will have the path of Paradise pass him 
by.” (Ibn Majah, Sunan) 

The Messenger of Allah & also said, “It is from coarseness 
that | am mentioned in someone's presence yet he fails to send 
prayers upon me.” (Abd al-Razzaq, Jami’) 

The Messenger of Allah & also said, “There are no folk who 
gather together and then part ways without having remembered 
Allah, the Exalted and Sublime, or having sent prayers upon 
the Prophet # except that they have arisen from most putrid of 
carcasses.” (al-Nasa’i, Sunan) 

The Messenger of Allah # also said, “Whosoever fails to 
send prayers upon me when [ am mentioned in his presence is 
wretched.” (Ibn al-Sunni, Amal al yaw wa al layla) 

Abu Dharr & reported, “One day I went out and came to 
the Messenger of Allah &. He said, ‘Shall | not inform you of the 
most miserly of people?’ They (the Companions] said ‘OF course 
O Messenger of Allah!” He said, ‘It is the one in front of whom | 
am mentioned yet he does not send prayers upon me~ he is the 
most miscrly of people.” (Ibn Abi ‘Asim, Kitab al salar) 

“The Messenger of Allah & said, “Woe unto the one who does 
not see me on the Day of Resurrection!” ‘Aisha & asked, “Who 
shall not see you, O Messenger of Allah?" He replied, “The miser 
“Aisha asked, “And who is the miser?” He replied. “The one who 
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Joes noe send prayers upon me when he hears my name.” (Iba 


sasaki, Tarteh Dimashg) P 
Messenger of Allah # also said, “No people sit ina 


The a 
hering in which they fail to remember Allah or send prayers 
a het & except that it will be a source of severe regret 


upon the P’rop! z 
for them on the Day of Resurrection, even if they enter Paradise 


with reward.” (Ahmad, Musnad) 

‘The sixtieth grave sin mentioned by Ibn Hajar [al-Haytami} 
sn a Zawsr'onitinaf al kabar is “Neglecting to send prayers upon 
the Prophet & when his mention is heard &” Al-! laytami, after 
quoting some of the hadith traditions just cited, said: 


This is considered a grave sin and it is explicitly clear from 
these hadith traditions because the Prophet # spoke of 
the severe divine threats against the one who neglects to 
send prayers upon him, such as entering the Hellfire, the 
supplication from Jibril that was repeated berween him and 
the Prophet & where they asked for humiliation and ignominy 
[for the one who fails 1 send prayers upon him when hisname 
is mentioned]. as well as being described with miserliness and 
being the “most miserly of people.” All of these constitute 
severe divine threats which imply thar it is a grave sin. This, 
however, is only according to the position held by a grovy 

among the Shafi'is, Malikis, {fanafis, and Hanbahs, namely 
thar it is obligatory to send prayers upon the Prophet & each 
time he is mentioned --which is explicit in these hadith 


traditions, 








37 


Chapter Seven 


OTHER ISSUES CONCERNING 
PRAYERS UPON THE PROPHET & 


DOES THE PROPHET && BENEFIT FROM OUR PRAYERS 
UPON HIM? 


AHAYKH AHMAD B. AL-MUBARAK AL-LAMATI quoted 
is teacher. Shaykh ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Dabbagh 4, in the 
third chapter of al-tbriz: 


I asked: “Does or does not the Prophet @ benefit from our 
invocation of prayers upon him? For the scholars (may Alla 
be pleased with chem) have differed regarding this issue * 
He st replied: “Allah, Exalted is He, did not legislate them 
for the purpose of us benefitting His Prophet f& Rather. Allah 
legislated them for the purpose of benefitting us in particular 
Iris comparable to someone who possesses servants He sees 
a fertife piece of land whose agricultural yield is equalled by 
10 other, so he has mercy on his servants and gives them that 
of land with the understanding thar the cultivation is 
their responsibility and that they will do it alone—-he does not 
give it to them in the sense that itis a parmership [between 
him and them} This is how it is with our prayers upon the 
Prophet & their rewards are entirely ours, and if on some 
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occasions the light of their reward flashes and connccts with 
hs light & then you will see that it is hke something that 
returns to its origin and nothing more That is because the 
rewards established with certamty for the believers are only 
because of the belief (iman), and their belief is only from the 
Prophet's light &, so the rewards that are established for us 
are in actuality from him &! There és no similitude for this 
in sensible things except the vast, encompassing ocean along 
with the rains when they pour into the ocean in torrents The 
water of the rains are from the ocean, so when it returns to the 
‘ocean iv is not said thar it has increased the ocean.” 

T said “One scholar argued that the Prophet & does in 
fact benefit [from prayers upon him], and he inferred it from 
the supposed benefit that the Prophet # will receive from the 
servants and youth in Paradise Just as he & benefits from 
the bounnes and fruits that are brought to him in vessels (in 
Paradise]. he also benefits from the lights and rewards thar 
are brought to him in these letters [of prayers upon him] 
The means of conveyance there [in Paradise] are hands 
carrying vessels, while the means of conveyance here are 
mouths conveyinglettecs This scholar went on to say thar the 
Prophet's condition in the worldly abode does not exceed his 
condition in Paradise, so it cannot be said that the comparison 
(giyas) here 1s invalid.” 

He A replied: “And where do those servants and youth 
come from? They are but from the Prophet's light nay, 
Paradise and all that it contains are from his light #! What 
this scholar has said would only be correct if those servants 
were separate from him #, but that is not the case.” 

He said, “He who knows how the Prophet # is will be 
at ease.” 

He saad, *You may see a man reciting Delail al khayrat, and 
when he wants to send prayers upon the Prophet & he pictures 
him in his mind and pictures the various things that are sought 
for hum, such as the Wasila, the lofty rank (al Dara al-Rafid), the 
Praiseworthy Station (al-Magam al Mahmud), and other things 
that are mentioned in each prayer He pictures himself seeking 
these things from Allah Most High and presume: ind 
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ah hi supplication, All Most High responds and 
1B het & these things Because ofthis he begins to 

°F nropher & has cecerved agreat benefit through 
sulthe rejoices and is delighted and increasee 
mig his voice with them and feeling how they 

Mepths of his heart, He is overwhelmed by 
yand a great suppleness and softness descends upon 
Vite chinks that he is experiencing a spiritual state 
fch there is no other. But in this presumption he 
ris taken He does not attain anything from Allah 
i Beat gh through these prayeis of his, and that because 
sey were: ‘connected with what he pre-supposed and pictured 
dae ee and what he pre-supposed was false, andthe false 
i verconnected with the True (al Hagq), Exalted is He What 
isnot coach the True, Exalted is He. is only that which is 
comm aru (imal ant, such that ifa person were to open 
aero he would sce it ast really is. Everything that is ike 
bis eySconnected with the Truc, Exalted is He Everything 
thar person does not see if he opens his e7es is false, and 
the false is not connected with the True, Exalted is He So 
1 pe one who sends prayers upon the Prophet & beware of 
the preat pitfall. for most people are unaware of tand think 
vparehe softness and swectness they experience is from Allah, 
usted is Fle, though in reality itis only from Satan, that by 
we may drive them away from the True, Exalted is He, and 
crease them further in remoteness. 

“The motivation [for sending prayers upon the Prophet] 
should be love and reverence for him # and nothing more. 
When itis so, the light of the prayers will flash up as was 
previously mentioned. But ifthe motivation for them is the 
servant's benefit, he will be veiled and his reward will diminish 
as was previously mentioned. Likewise, if the motivation for 
is tobenefit the Prophet &, his prayer will not be connected 
with the True, Exalted is He, nor will it reach him as was 
previously mentioned. Allah alone grants enabling grace! 
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CULTIVATING MINDFULNESS IN SENDING PRAY, 
UPON THE PROPHET & Rs 


Shaykh Ahmad b. al-Mubarak al-Lamati quoted k 
Shot Abdal’Aua a Dabbagh A inthe tied chaper ota 


For tis reason you might see two mca, both of whom seng 
prayers upon the Prophet B, and a weak reward comes 
from one of them and an indescribable and incaleusge 
reward comes forth from the other. The reason for thar’ 
what we have said for the first man's prayer upon the Proch.” 
& came forth with heedlessness and with a heart filled 
preoccupations and things that block [him]. and it was arp 
he uttered the prayer by way of routine and habit, and sa he 
adigivenvarweakcrewatd 

The second man’s prayer upon the Prophet &, however. 
came forth with love (mnahibta) and reverence (.ézin) 

Asforlove, its means (bab) is for one to bring to presence 
in his heart the majesty and greatness of the Prophet & and 
the fact that he isthe cause forall shat exist, and cha every 
light originates from his light, and that he is the mercy thet 
is gifted to creation, and that he is the mercy to the first and 
last of humanity and the guide for all of creation in entirety 
and that he [the one sending prayers) is simply from hit [the 
Prophet] aad because of him? so he sends piayers upon 
hen because of cis immense rarikand not for any other motive 
that involves benefitting his self-interests 

{As for reverence, its means is for one to look at this 
immense rank, what it consists of, and what the qualities of 
its possessor must be, and to sce that all humans are utterly 
incapable of bearing an iora of ts qualities, since ick realities 
have arisen within him & to the extent that itis unfathomable 
to the mind, let alone bearable in action. Thus when the 
servant's prayer upon the Prophet & comes forth, its reward 
isin accordance with the Prophet's station and in accordance 
with the generosity of the Lord, Exalted is He, for its motive 
and incentive was purely because of that immense rank, and its 
reward is therefore in accordance to that rank which inspired 
it [the prayer]. The motivation for the prayer of the frst man 
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gs sue attainment of hi personal desires and sel-inerets, 
wat sot ced fort was in accordance with whac motivated 
fe —-Cand your Lord wrongs none!) (18.49) 

the same may be said with regard to the servant’s 
actions between himself and his Lord, Exalted is He, if what 
aettvates him isthe greatness of the Lord and His majesty 
ses the sublimity of his grandeur, then the reward will be 
ime ccordance with the greatness of the Lord, Exalted is He. 
indi his moxivation and incentive is merely personal desires 
and self interests, then the reward will be in accordance with 


thar. Peace! 
The knower of Allah, Sayyid Mahmud al-Kurdial-Shaykhani, 


said in Adal al Bhayrar 


Know that whoever sends prayers upon the Prophet & while 
overcome by sleep or drowsiness, or who sends prayers 
absentmindedly or when overcome with a state such that 
he is unaware of what he is saying, then his reward in these 
circumstances is affirmed aut of exaltation for the Messenger 
of Allah & and honor for his rank. Understand this and you 
will be firm, Allah willing! 


Inhis Tabogat, my master “Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha‘rani quoted 


mmy master Abu al-Mawahib al-Shadhili who said: 


I saw the master of the worlds (Sayyid al-Alamin) & and said to 
him, “O Messenger of Allah, the tenfold prayers thar Allah 
sends upon the one who sends a single prayer upon you—are 
they [only] for the one whose heart is present?” He replied. 
“Nay, rather it is for everyone who sends prayers upon me 
absentmindedly. Allah shall give that person angels like the 
mountains and they will pray for him and seek forgiveness 
for him, As for the one wha [sends prayers] with presence of 
heart, then none but Allah Most High knows their reward.” 


4B 


IF A PERSON SENDS PRAYERS UPON THE PROPHE 
AND SAYS “BY THE NUMBER OF ALLAH'S CREAT] 
A BROAD NUMBER, DOES HE RECEIVE AN EQuiy, 
REWARD, OR DOES IT COUNT ONLY AS A SINGLE 
PRAYER? 


Th 


Sharif ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. Husayn al-Mashh 
Sbhur 


said in Bughyat al mustarshidin 


Concerning the one who says "O Allah send one thousandfok{ 
prayers and peace upon our master Muhammad,” or why 
says “Glorified is Allah by one thousandfold,” or who say 
such-and-such “by the number of His creation*-—there are 
a number of hadith indicating that such a reward is attained 
based on the numbers mentioned. This was explicitly stated 
by Ibn Hajar [al-Hayrami}. though Muhammad al-Ramii 
wavered on the issue. This issue is not from the domain of 
“Your reward is commensurate with your tol,” rather it from 
the domain of receiving an increase in largesse and bountiful 
divine generosity. 





Shaykh Sulayman al-Jamal said in his gloss on al Minhai 


Concerning al-Fakahani's words in Sharh al gaty “May Allah's 
prayers [be upon the Prophet] by the number of the earth's 
seeds and the drops of dew.” one of our teachers said, “Were 
you to ask, ‘When one invokes [a prayer upon the Prophet 
i) “by the number of the earth's seeds and the drops of dew.” 
does he receive an equivalent reward” { would respond: Ibn 
Bashkuwal related thar the Prophet & said, “Whosoever sends 
fifty prayers upon me | shall shake his hand on the Day of 
Judgment’ And Abu al- Faray ‘Abdus mentioned a narration 
on the authority of Abu al- Muzaffar who said that he asked 
him about how this should be done, and he replied. ‘If he 
says"O Allah, send a fiftyfold prayer upon Muhammad” that 
will suffice him, Allah willing, and if he repeats it then chat 
is better.” 

This is supported by the fact thar when the Prophet 
went to see some of his wives he found one of them glorifying 
[Allah] and counting with pebbles, and he said to her, “I have 
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ON” OR 
ALLNT 


THE RULI 


sad some words thar outweigh all that you have said anja 
“allah ond to Trt 6 all praise by the umber of His creation, 1s eff pleasure, the 
cit of 15 Throne, and the ike {4s words" This 1s an authoritative 
weal explicit revealed text showing that whoever says “O 
‘ith, send 2 thousandfold prayer upon Muhammad," or" 
by the number of Your creation,” shall receive a reward that 
i aqawvalent to the wording used, whether it bea thousandfold 
prayer ora prayer by the number of creation, 





NG ON COMPILING AND SENDING PRAYERS 
E PROPHET & THAT ARE NOT TAKEN DIRECTLY 


ON TH! 
pl ITH REPORTS. 


FROM HAD: 


Al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi said: 


We have related the following from bn Misdi “Several hadith 
eports have been narrared concerning the method of sending 
prayers upon the Propher & A group among the Companions 
Fd those who came after them believed that this area was not 
limited to what is transmitted via revelation They believed, 
instead, that there is ample room for one to whom Allah 
has granted lucidity to voice such meanings with eloquent 
words and unequivocal meanings that detail and express the 
Propher's perfect nobility and tremendous rank & They 
deduced their position from the statement of Ibn Mas‘ud 
¢h, who said “When you send prayers upon the Messenger 
of Allah # do it well, for it might, unbeknownst to you, be 
presented fo him &. 
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Section Two 


The Muhammadan Litantes 
(Arabic) 
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Details about each of the Seventy Prayers 
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PRAYER ONE 


The Ibrahimt Prayer 


© Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and upon the 
Family of Muhammad, just as You have sent prayers 
upon Ibrahim and upon the Family of Ibrahim; and bless 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, just as you 
have blessed Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim in all the 
worlds; verily You are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 


er 


This prayer is the most consummate (akmal) of all formulas of 
prayer upon the Prophet && both from those narrated [in hadith] 
and those that are not. For this reason the scholars have set it 
apart [among other prayers] because there is agreement about 
the authenticity of the hadith mentioning it. It was transmitted 
by Malik in the Muwatta’, al-Bukhari and Muslim in their Sahih 
collections, and by Abu Dawud, al-Tirmidhi, and al-Nasa’i 
Shaykh al-'Adawi mentions in his commentary on Dalsilal Buyrat 
(asdo others) that al-Hafizal-'I raqi and al-Hafiz al-Sakhaw: both 
Stated that this prayer is agreed upon (mmuttafag alayht) 

‘There are a number of narrations containing different 
wordings of this Prayer, The wording here, as mentioned by al- 
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commentary on Dalailal khayrt,is fe 
of [mam al Bayhagi and a group ein ‘Sages 
al-Sawisaid. “Al Bukhari narrated in some of hac bY 
the Prophet & said, ‘Whosoever utters this prayer, it ae tha 
witness for him on the Day of Resurrection and shay val ea 
for him ™ This hadith 1s sound (hasan) and its nactaene creed 
found in fal Bukhan’s] Sak collection, Othershave nn 
thar reading this prayer a thousand times will result in rales 
the Prophet & in a dream seem 
This prayer mentioned in the hadith is witho 
“master” (Seyi). Imam Shams [al-Din] al- Ramis, eed 
commentary on al Minha I 























It is best to mention the word “master” (Seypd) because i 
consists of mentioning what we have been ordered to ay 
wath an additional statement of fact, which is proper etiquette 
(adab) Mentioning it 1s therefore superior to omurting it As 
for the hadith “Do not declare me master in your prayer” i 
is, as some of the Jatter-day hadith masters have remarked 
false and baseless 

Imam Ahmad b. Hayar {al-Haytami] said in al jawhar 
al munazzam. “There 1s no harm in adding the phrase ‘our 
master’ (Sayyduna) before the name Muhammad; indeed. it 
is proper etiquette toward him &, even if mentioned within 
the obligatory prayer” 


The erudite al-Qastalani said in al Mewahi [al lduniya} 


The scholars have inferred from the Prophet & that this prayer 
ss the best since he taught hts Companions its wording after 
they asked him abut it. The path of excellence, therefore. 





correct in his Roveda fal tlibin}. after 
Marwazi said, *[1 so 





#] tus oath ss fulfilled sFhe says “O Allah, send prayers upon 
‘our master Muhammad and the Family of Mubamaad cach 
time the people of remembrance remember You, and each 


time the heedless forget to remember You.” Al-Nawawi said. 
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<a. coaeara that he deduced that from the fact that al-Sha't 

it pian thus wording in the opening address of his Epistle 
veep) bucwth the phrase’ are heedles' instead of forget” 
ig Husayn sad (as al-Baghawr quoted), “The path 

fonallence is for one to say"O Allah, send prayers upon 
of Rommad 2s he merits and as befit him.”” Were ane to 
aor all of these together and recite the prayer a8 it win 
a Jith and then add to i€ the wording of al-Shafis and 
adi fTusayn rt would be more comprehensive Were sid 
Gane should combine all of the sound narrations and use 
them asa single formula of remembrance to attain the path 
fevcellence then that would be good 





‘Al-Barizi said, “As I see it, the way of excellence is attained 
when one says ‘O Allah, send the best of Your prayers upon 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, by the number of the 
objects of Your knowledge.’ for this [wording] is more emphatic 
and superior.” 

‘Al-Majd the Linguist [al-Fayruzabadi] quoted one scholar 
who said. 

Ifa person were to swear an aath that he will send the most 
superior prayer upon the Prophet & he should say “O Allah, 
send prayers upon our master Muhammad and upon every 
Prophet, angel. and saint, by the number of every even and 
odd thing: by the number of the blessed and perfect words 
of our Lord.” 


He then said: 


Ibis reported from another scholar that one should say “O 
Allah. send prayers and peace upon Muhammad, Your servant 
and Prophet and Messenger, the Primordial Prophet, and 
upon his Family and wives and progeny—by the number 
of Your creation, Your good-pleasure, the weight of Your 
Throne, and the ink of Your words” Other scholars have 
Preferred other wordings, such as “O Allah, send prayers 
4pon our master Muhammad and the Family of our master 
Muhammad, everlastingly abiding by Your cverlastingness.” 
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others have preferred *O Allah, Lord of M 

Other ay of Muharimad! Send prayers upon tit ang 
vad the Family of Muhammad, and reward Muhan a4 
‘Allah send prayers and peace upon him) as befits nae (na, 
these wordings show that there is ample room in the, MOF 
prayers upon the Prophet, whether in addition o> syprstot 
and they are not restricted to particular wordin, . action, 
are ertheless, as we mentioned earlier, the wordt” ies 


learned from the Prophet are superior and month 
fet 
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PRAYER TWO 


Imam al-Nawawi’'* preferred method 
of sending prayers upon the Prophet & 


0 Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant 
and Messenger, the Primordial Prophet®, and send prayers 
aoe the Fail of Muhammad and his wives and progeny. 

wast as You have sent prayers upon Ibrahim and upon the 

Itty of Tbcahim, and bless Muhammad the Primordial 
Prophet and the Family of Muhammad and his wives 
and progeny. just as you have blessed Ibrahim and the 

Family of Ibrahim in all the worlds, verily You are the 

Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 


oo 


Imam Mubyi al-Din al-Nawawi & said in al-Adhkar, “This prayer 
issuperior to all other prayers besides it, as it is Found in the Sahih 
collections of al-Bukhari and Muslim, may Allah be pleased with 
them both” 
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PRAYER THREE 


Imam Ibn Hajar al-Haytami’'* preferred 
method of sending prayers upon the Prophet & 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant 
and Messenger, the Primordial Prophet, and send prayers 
upon the Family of Muhammad and upon his wives the 
Mothers of the Believers, and upon his progeny and 
Household, just as You sent prayers upon Ibrahim and 
the Family of Ibrahim in the worlds, verily You are the 
Praiseworthy, the Glorious. And bless Muhammad, Your 
servant and Messenger. the Primordial Prophet, and bless 
the Family of Muhammad and his wives the Mothers of 
the Believers, and his progeny and Household, just as 
You blessed Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim in all the 
worlds, verily You are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious— 
as befits the greatness of his honor and perfection, and 
Your good-pleasure with him, and what You love and are 
pleased with for him; [a prayer] that abides forever and 
eternity, by the number of the objects of Your Knowledge, 
the ink of Your words, Your divine good-pleasure, and the 
weight of Your Throne: the most superior of prayers and 
their most perfect and complete: each time the people of 
remembrance remember You and him, and each time the 
people of heedlessness are heedless of Your remembrance 


iTre) 


_and send abundant salutations of peace upon 


al ha Tikewise, and also upon us along with them 


———<— 


menti 

This Pra owl tc After citing it he said: 
ioe xed within it all oF He narrated wordings a well at 
1 gatherers derived by 2 group [of scholars], each of whom 
other what his wording was the most superior because it 
clamet fal of the nasrated wordings. [have explained in 
re mar that this wording gathers all of thot prayers 
and surpasses them by gathering much more—so send 
a ane peayers with itwhile standing before the noble 
sour she Prophet [8]; nay. send abundant prayers with 
Peramesrictedly, for if you do then you will have used all of 
the reported wordings of the closing testimony (tashahhud) of 


the prayer, and more 


m 


ioned by the erudite Ibn Hajar al- Haytami 


PRAYER FOUR 


A prayer upon the Prophet & taught by the 


Prophet himself and transmitted by Imam al. Sharan 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad the Primordia, 
Prophet, and upon the Family of Muhammad. jusy 
You have sent prayers upon Ibrahim and upon the 
Family of Ibrahim, and bless Muhammad the Primordi) 
Prophet and the Family of Muhammad, just as you have 
blessed Ibrahim and the Family of (brahim; verily You 
are the Praseworthy, the Glorious. And extend mercy to 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, just as Yoy 
extended mercy to Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim 
verily You are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious. © Allah, 
show divine tenderness to Muhammad and the Fa 
of Muhammad, just as You showed divine tenderness 
Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim: verily You are the 
Praiseworthy, the Glorious. © Allah, send salutations of 
peace upon Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, 






yust as You sent salutations of peace upon Ibrahim and the 


Family of Ibrahim, ver 





You are the Praiseworthy, the 
Glorious. 


m2 


pstaeani said 19 Kaifl ganna, “The Prophet & would 
1a ae send prayers upon me, s3y."--and he would 
w baie ‘above prayer.” Then al Sha‘rani said, “The Prophet 
mention Oh “twas how these prayers were transmitted to me by 
read “That was how there prayers wece transmitted 
ie ika'd And Mika‘l said “That was how these prayers 
ted 10 me by the Lord of Might, Exalted is His 
age whoever sends prayers upon me using these words, 
Marea anes forimon the Day of Resutrection and I shall 
¢ v 
ede Fr al Sf traced this narration back0"Alib al 
aan avaarrated it on the authority of his father al-Husayn 
ri earated icon the authority of [his father] Ali b. Abi Talib & 


13 


PRAYER FIVE 


Another prayer upon the Prophet % 
taught by the Prophet himself 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and bestow 
him the Station of Proximity to You on the Day of 
Resurrection. 


ar 


In the commentaries on Dala'tl [al-khayrat] this prayer is traced tp 
the compilations of al-Tabarani, Ahmad, al- Bazzar, and Ibn Aby 
‘Asim. The narration of this prayer comes through Ruwayfb 
Thabit al-Ansari, who reported “The Messenger of Allah & said 
"Whoever says “O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and 
bestow him the Station of Proximity to You,” my intercession 
becomes incumbent for him.” [bn Kathir said, “Its chain 
transmission is sound (hasan),” In another version it is worded 
“the Seat of Proximity to You.” Imam al-Sha'rani mentioned 
this prayer in his Kashfal ghumma with the wording “the Seat o 
Proximity to You on the Day of Resurrection.” 
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PRAYER SIX 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by Imam al-Sha'rant 


Q allah, send prayers upon the Soul of Muhammad among 
“he souls, upon his body among bodies, and upon his grave 


among graves. 


—— 


{mam al-Sha'rani said: 

The Prophet # would say, “Whosoever invokes with this 
prayer shall see me in his dream; whosoever sees me in his 
dream shall sce me on the Day of Resurrection; whosoever sees 
me on the Day of Resurrection shall receive my intercession; 
and whosoever receives my intercession shall drink from my 
Pond (Haw) and Allah shal! make his body forbidden to the 
Hellfire.” 





The commentators on Dalai al-khayrat also mention this 
narration, but with the addition “Whoever invokes with this 
prayer seventy times...” This narration is reported on the authority 
of al- Fakahani 

Tonce tried this prayer by invoking with it just before going 
tosleep. and when 1 fell asleep | saw the Prophet's sublime face 
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& upon the moon and I began to address him till hy 
within the moon 1 ask Allah Most Tremendous, by 
the Prophet (may prayersand salutations of peace be upyrt 
to attain all of the other blessings that the Prophet & promigar” 
this noble hadith to those who invoke with this prayer! “! 


Vanished 
the rankog 
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PRAYER SEVEN 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by Imam al-Sha‘rani 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and the Family 
of Muhammad among the first and the last and in the 
Supreme Assembly until the Day of Judgment 


oe 


Imam al-Sha‘rani said: 


‘Aman once came to the Messenger of Allah & while he was 
sitting inside the Mosque and said, “Peace be upon you, O 
people of lofty honor and towering generosity!” The Prophet 
‘A then sat che man between himself and Abu Bakr 8. Those 
present were surprized to see the Messenger of Allah # give 
the man a seat of honor in the front, so the Messenger of Allah 
‘said. “Jibril x@ informed me thar this man had sent prayer 
upon me that had never been invoked upon me by anyone else 
hefore him.” Abu Bakr asked, “How did he invoke prayer. 
© Messenger of Allah?" The Messenger of Allah replied by 
mentioning this prayer. 
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PRAYER EIGHT 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by Imam al-Sha‘rang 


O Allah, send Prayers upon Muhammad and the Fami 
Muhammad-~a prayer that is pleasing to You antl d 
fulfills his right—and grant him the Wasila and the Si : 
that You have promised him oe 


— . 


This prayer was mentioned by [mam al-Sha'rani He said, “The 
Prophet & said, ‘My intercession is incumbent for anyone wh 
invokes with this prayer.” 
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PRAYER NINE 


A prayer upon the Prophet % related 
by the Companion Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant and 
Messenger, and send prayers upon the believing men and 
women and the submirting (Muslim) men and women 


+ 


Imam al-Sha‘rani said. “The Prophet & said, ‘Any Muslim 
man who is without [means to give] charity should say in his 
supplication “O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your 
servant and Messenger, and send prayers upon the believing men 
and women and Muslim men and women,” for it is a Zakat, anda 
believer is never sated with goodness until his end is in Paradise.” 
This prayer, excluding the final phrase [“never sated.."], was 
mentioned in the commentary on Dalal al Bhayrat, whose author [al- 
‘Adawi] said, “This hadith was narrated by 2 number of compilers 
on the authority of Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri &.” 
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PRAYER TEN 


AA prayer upon the Prophet & related by Khidesen 


May Allah send prayers upon Muhammad 


er 


mam al-Sha'rani said 


The Prophet & said, “Whosoever invokes with ths prayerha 
opened for himself seventy doors of mercy. and Allah wa 
love for him in the hearts of people. 
hum except aperson in whose heart is hypocrisy * Ourshaykh 
['Alal-Khawwas] & said. “We have narrated th 
the one preceding it”® from some of the gnostics. who in tuen 
related 1 on the authority of Khidr #, who reported tt from 
the Prophet & According to us, both are aut 
highest levels of authenticity, even 
not affirm them according to the dictates of their science” 
And Allah knows best 

This is supported by what al-Sakhawi quoted from Majd 
al Di 
[alm 
al Samargand: who said, “I heard Khidr and [Proph; 
(peace be upon them and our Prophet) say,’ W 
Messenger of Allah @ say, “There is nu believer wi 
Allah send prayers upon Muhanmad except that people 
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hated him before thar By Allah, they wal 
even fH ah (Evalted and Sublime is Ne) loves 
ie heard him # say on the pulpit, “Whosoever 
= tipon Muhammad has opened for humself 


Jove am 

pot ore 

“Wea 

J ay Ns progr 

says doors of mercy jee 

"ahs al-Sakhawi also quoted the same chain o 
Al 


‘l-Samarqandi who said, “I also heard 
rans ne aie Short cic Praphet fons tie Childe 
hd and ee uel whom Allah had granted victory over 
of ae ave day he went out in pursuit of one of his 
his ere ae people sad, This man isa sorcerer who has 
ere yiuch our eyes or lay ruin co our armies! Let us drive 
cane ot seaand vanquish him" Samuel, along with forty 
a ei yore pushed back to the seashore. His men cried, 
oMacare we going todo now” Samuel replied, "Brandish your 
sees and say Mo alhsed pres upon Muharmal” When his 

rardished these weapons and uttered the invocation, 
eenly [in the ensuing clash] their enemies were pushed 
ack into the sea and every last man among them drowned.” 
‘Al Hafiz al-Sakhawi also narrated that a man from the 
Levant went to the Prophet # and said, “O Messenger of 
Allkt My father is an elderly man and he would love to sce 
you" The Prophet replied, “Bring him to me.” The man said, 
1d, unable to see." The Prophet then said, “Tell 
him to say for seven nights May Allah send prayers upon Muhammad, 
for shen he shall see me in his dream and relate [to others] his 
conversation with me." The man did as instructed and saw [the 
Prophet ] in his dream and related his conversation with hirn 











124 


PRAYER ELEVEN 


A prayer upon the Prophet % related 
by the Companion Anas b. Malik &™ 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Muhammad an, dh 
Family. it 


a 


In the commentaries on Dalal al-khayrat there is the follo 
*Ustadh Abu Bakr Muhammad Jabr narrated on the author 
Anasb, Malik & who reported that the Prophet sai 

says’O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Muhammad andh 
Family’ while standing will be forgiven before he sits down, and 
he says it while sitting he will be forgiven before he stands up” 





PRAYER TWELVE 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by the Prophet # himself 


rd of Muhammad and the Family of 
Wh Send prayers upon Muhammad and the 
ee lamina. pe grant Muhammad the [lofty] 
rank and the Wasild in Paradise. © Allah, O Lord of 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad! Reward 
Muhammad (may Allah send prayers and peace upon him) 
as befits him. 


O Allah. O Lor 


i 


Shaykh al-'Adawi said in his commentary on Dalail [al-khayrar], 
“Imam al-Saja'i commented, ‘Our Shaykh al- Malawwi mentioned 
that the Prophet # said that whosoever of his Unina enters the 
moming or evening time and says this prayer, he will tire out 
seventy recording angels for one thousand days [busy writing its 
rewards], and he and his parents will be forgiven.” 

In his commentary {on Dalal al-Khayrat), al-Fasi said that this 
was mentioned in a raised (marfu’) report by Jabr, on the authority 
of abit b ‘Abdullah 3B. He went on to mention great merits for 
this prayer and ascribed them to the book al- Sharaf. Al-Tabarani 
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recorded this in fal Aajum] ab kabir anc am fal sty 
a weak chain, on the authority of fbn “Abbas % 
that the Messenger of Allah & said, ae 
reward Muharamad on our behalf with whar he 2) M 
wall tire out seventy recording angels for one thoy, 
vas alo recorded by Abu Nu‘aym in Hulya (al ay ie 

Shaykh al"Adawn quoted al Hafiz al-Sakhawi wp 
the words of Majd al Fayruzabadi “Ifa person were +> tg 
cath to send the most superior prayer upon the Pygoy Nan 
should say‘O Allah, © Lord of Muhammad and tht ffs 
Muhammad! Send prayers upon Muhammad and the jo™e 
Muhammad, and reward Muhammad (may Allah sqae™ Hol 
and peace upon him) as befits him.” Prayers 
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PRAYER THIRTEEN 


A prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by Imam al-Ghazal? 


Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant and 
Prophet, the Primordial Prophet 


ed 


tmnam al-Ghazali said in thya’ [lum al din] 


“The Prophet & said, “Whosoever sends eighty prayers upon 
me ona Friday, he will be forgiven eighty years’ worth of 
sins.” The Companions asked, *O Messenger of Allah! How 
afe prayers sent upon you?” He & replied, "You should say. 
“O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Y our servant and 
Prophet, the Primordial Prophet,’ counting that as one." 


Shaykh al-Adawi quoted from one of the gnosties who cited 
the words of the knower of Allah, Abu al-‘Abbas al-Mursi &. who 
said that "Whosoever persists in sending this prayer” meaning 
the prayer © Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master Muhammad. Your 
servant and Prophet und Messenger, the Primordial Prophet, and upon his | 
ompanions — fifty times each day and night, he 
heis united with the Prophet in a wakeful state” 
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Shaykh al-'Adawi aso quoted from [mam a 

in his work Bustanal fur’ thar the Prophet & way, 

said that whosoever sends this prayer upon ii F<Potte 
times on a Friday will behold his Lord on tharweno"” 
will behold his Prophet, or he will behold his o12. "ior, 
and ifhe does noc behold them he should send gies Pidae 
him for two consecutive Fridays, or for three or Reber Upey 


Who. sau 


toh, 
*housang 






Fridays. COnsecati, 
In another narration of this prayer there j 

wording “and upon his Family and Capen sition, | 

peace.” * long wy 


In the Ghunya of the Lordly Pole (al-Qutbal 
‘Abd al-Qadic al-Jilani, there is a oe - moat nee 
al-A'raj, who reported from Abu Hurayra d&:*The Meco 
Ah & said, ‘Whosoever offers ewo units of prayer on 
evening and recites in cach unit the Opening of the Book ‘. fy 
al-Fatiha] and the Verse of the Throne once cach, fol 
Say, “Hes Allah, the One..."p [Sura al-Ikhlas] fifteen times, ae 
says one thousand times at the conclusion of his prayer 0 Alla ye 
prayers upon Muhammad the Primordial Prophet—if he does that then he 
shall see me in his dream, and the following Friday will not arrive 
except that he will have seen me. Lo, whosoever sees me the 
Paradise is his, and his past and future sins shall all be forgiven 
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PRAYER FOURTEEN 


A prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by Shaykh Hasan al-Adawi 


prayers upon Muhammad and upon the 


ah, send 
om Family and Household of Muhammad. 





——— 


Shaykh al-‘Adawi quoted this prayer from Ahmad b Musa, who 
rdared it on the authority of his father, who related it on the 
iuthorty of his grandfather, who said, “Whoever says this [prayer] 
one hundred times each day, Allah will fulfill one hundred of his 
ty of which will be worldly needs.” 

Iba Hajar al-Haytami said in af Sawaig al-mubriga, “It is narrated 
on the authority of Ja’far b. Muhammad, on the authority of 
Jabir in a marfi‘ (raised) tradition, that‘ Whosoever sends prayers 
upon Muhammad and upon his Household, Allah will fulfill one 
hundred of his needs—seventy of which are in the Hereafter.” 
Shaykh al-Saja'i commented that its wording is “O Allah, send 
prayers upon our master Muhammad and upon the Family and 
Household of our master Muhammad.” 
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PRAYER FIFTEEN 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by Shaykh Hasan al-‘Adaw; 


O Alllah, send prayers upon Muhammad among the firs, 
send prayers upon Muhammad among the last, send 
prayers upon Muhammad among the Prophets, send 

prayers upon Muhammad among the Messengers, and seng 
prayers upon Muhammad among the Supreme Assembly 
until the Day of Judgment 


re 


Shaykh al--Adawi quoted al-Saja'i who said. “Said b.'Utand 
related that ‘Whoever invokes with this prayer three time 
when entering the evening and three 





will be granted, and he will be helped against his foes 


PRAYER SIXTEEN 


upon the Prophet & from Imam “Ali a5 
t puakt by Qadi ‘Iyad** in his al-Shifa 


verily Allah and His angels send prayers upon the Prophet O you who 
elie! Send prayers upon him and salute him with abundant greetings of 
peace yO Allah, my Lord. | respond to Your call and am 
at Your service! May abundant prayers from Allah the 
Compassionate and Merciful, and from the angels brought 
nigh, and from the Prophets and the Truthful and the 
martyrs and the righteous, and indeed from everything that 
glorifies You. © Lord of the Worlds, be upon our master 
Muhammad son of ‘Abdullah --the Seal of the Prophets, 
the master of the Emissaries sent forth, the leader of the 
God-conscious folk, the Messenger of the Lord of the 
Worlds. the Witness, the Bringer of glad tidings, the Caller 
unto You with Your permission, the Luminous Lamp. And 
may salutations of peace be upon him. 


——<>_____ 


This prayer is mentioned in the Shifa [of Qadi ‘Iyad] on the 
authority of our master ‘Ali b. Abi Talib &. Shaykh al~Adawi, 
inhis commentary on Dalaif al kuuyrat, quoted [al-Qastalani] who 
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said in his al Mawaht al laduniyya that Shaykh Zayn al-tp, 
Husayn al-Maraghi mentioned this prayer in his baste a 

al nusra and said, “Iv is reported that when the Prophet 4 9% 
away and the people wanted t0 pray over him they did not! 
what to say, so they asked Ibn Mas'ud and he told them gn! 
“Ali, whereupon he uttered this formula of prayer” 0 ask 


Be 


PRAYER SEVENTEEN 


nthe Prophet transmitted by Qadi ‘tyad in 


se fied Imarn al-Jazuli” in his Dala'l al-Rhayrat 


aula, Leveller ofthe plains and Creator of the heavenly 
Owes Grant Your noble prayers, Your ever-expanding 
cuings.and the tenderness of Your divine affection o 
sot master Muhammad, Your servant and Messenger—the 
opener of what was closed, the seal of what has preceded, 

Tre promulgator ofthe truth by rhe Truth [Allah]. the 
pulveriser of the legions of falsehoods; who was tasked with 
responsibilities that he dutifully discharged in compliance 
with Your command and in full obedience to You; who is 
ever-ready to please You, ever heedful of Your revelation, 
always upholding Your covenant, and constant in carrying 

out Your command, so that by kindling a brand for the 

seeker, the favors of Allah reach the seeker’s 
family because of him. 


Through him hearts were guided after being immersed in 

discord and sin. He made splendorous the clear signs, the 

luminous rulings, and the beacons of Islam—for he is Your 

trustworthy and trusted, the treasure-store of Your hidden 

knowledge, and Your witness on the Day of Judgment, and 

the one whom You have sent as a grace—Your Messenger 
in truth sent as a mercy. 


Bt 


© Allah, grant him wide expanse in Your gard 
and reward hom with good from Your bounty aa Edey 
many times over goodly, not loathsome “plieg 


fro 
esuumph of Your reward and Your generous besten 


CO Allah, exalt his way over all the ways of, 
ennoble his place of return and his aay atin 
complete for him his light. and reward him fre! 

time You have sent him tll evermore, with an ae 

testimony and well pleasing words ~he of fare spec Pled 

line of demarcation [between truth and falsehoou} cn 
mighty prooft andy 


—_— se 





This prayer was mentioned by Qadi ‘Iyad in the Shia al 
in fal Buy al-Q4astalani in al Mab ladys ano 

J-Qastalan sad, “Salama al-Kindi reported that “Ali cu 
ennoble his countenance) used to teach people this Supplicary el 
‘Another narrarion has it." He used to teach people prayers nn 
the Messenger of Allah # and would say “O Allah, Lovet ot 
the plains.” 

Shaykh al"Adawi said, “This prayer was mentioned in 
shfion the authority of Salama al-Kindi, who reported it fo, 
“Ali & It was recorded by al-Tabarani in [el Muar] al aus ang 
Ibn Abi Shayba in af Musennaf. both on the authority of Said 
Mansur from ‘Ali & ” 
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PRAYER EIGHTEEN 


Aprayer upon the Prophet $ related 
by the Companion Abdullah b. Masud &** 


CO Allah, send Your prayers, mercy. and blessings upon the 
master of the Emissaries, the leader of the God-conscious 


folk, the Seal of the Prophets. Your servant and Messenger, 
the leader of goodness, the commander leading [others} to 
iness, the Messenger of mercy! © Allah, grant him the 
Praiseworthy Station over which the first 
and the last will envy him. 


—— oo —__+ 





Imam al-Sha'rani said, “Abdullah b. Mas'ud said, “When you send 
prayers upon the Messenger of Allah # do it well, for perhaps 
itwill be presented to him..’ then he mentioned this prayer.” 
My master, the knower of Allah, Sayyid Mustafa al-Bakn, also 
mentioned this prayer in his commentary on the Munfarija Ode of 
Imam al-Ghazali, though his chain of transmission for it goes all 
the way to the Prophet & and not to Abdullah b. Mas‘ud. He said, 
“Thereare over nincty hadiths concerning the virtucs of sending 
prayers and peace upon the Imam of the God-conscious. the 
standard of certitude, the Master of the Emissaries, and leader of 
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those whose limbs are radiant from ablution [x 
is"Whea you send prayers upon me. do it wel 
now. perhaps ie will be presented t0 me, So say. 
Yous prayers and blessings upon the Master of the 
leader of the God conscious folk, the Seal of the 


1. One of 
TISE You ¢ 
© Allah 
Emissary 
Tophets 


thes, 
© ne, 
Seng 
1S, the 


servant and Messenger, the leader of goodness. the You 


leading [others] to goodness, the !mam of mereyt 
him the Praiseworthy Station over which the first 


It seems, therefore, that Ibn Mas'ud -& was relati 
from the Prophet & but it was ascribed to him, 


Allah 
and 





PRAYER NINETEEN 

MB this pry 
e A prayer upon the Prophet % related 

by the Companion ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar 2° 


© Allah. send prayers upon Muhammad and the Family 
of Muhammad until nothing of prayers remain, extend 
mercy to Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad 
nail nothing of mercy remains, bless Muhammad and the 
Family of Muhammad until nothing of blessing remains, 
and send salutations of peace upon Muhammad and the 
Family of Muhammad until nothing of peace remains. 





ee 


AL Fasi said, “This prayer was mentioned by Jabron the authority 
of Ibn ‘Limar & ina raised (marfi’) report which described an 
immense virtue and benefit for the one who said it in the presence 


of the Prophet &"" 


D4 BS 


PRAYER TWENTY 


Another prayer upon the Prophet transrnitred 
by Imam al-Ghazali in thya’ ‘uum al-din 


Allah, gant Your virtuous prayers, Your ever-eypan 
Blessings, Your noble purifications, and Your onde 
mercy and affection to Muhammad~ the master oft 
Emissanes and the leader of the Ged conscious folk ge 
Seal ofthe Prophets, the Messenger of the Lond of 
Worlds, the commander of goodness, che opener of ving 


the Prophet of mercy, and the master of the Umma 


O Allah, grant him the Praiseworthy Station in which You 
increase his proximity [to You], and which bri ings to him 
the coolness of his eyes and makes him 
the envy of the first and the last. 


O Allah, grant him the supreme favor, grace, honor. Waste, 
lofty degree, and highly esteemed po: 





O Allah, grant our master Muhammad his request, 
his hope, and make him the first intercessor and the first 
whose intercession is accepted. © Allah, strengthen his 
proof, make his Scale weighty, make his proof shine. and 
elevate his degree above the stations of those brought 
near © Allah, resurrect us in his company and make vs 
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Je who receive his intercession, cause us to live our 
‘ding to his Sunna, and take our lives while we 
qives 4000 his religion, bring us to his Pond and grant us 
we following 1s Cup— suffering neither disgrace nor regret 
donk fom and without altering [his way] or being causes 
rot oe tumns of discord—amin, O Lord of the Worlds! 


— 


al-Ghazali said in his Thye"'wlum al-din, after mentioning this 
a ihe one before it.”1Fone wishes to increase upon tha he 
“a ention te following prayer that has been transmitted.” 
oa rm pat Imam al-Ghazali & chose this wording shows that 
The eed one ofthe best formulas of prayer upon the Prophet 
i one of the greatest of them in reward. Al-Hafizal-‘Iraqi 
pa his analysis ofthe hadith traditions of the thy. “The hadith 
sep says 0 Allah, grant Your virtuous prayers “has been 
weded by Tbn Abi ‘Asim in Kitabal lt la l-Nabi & frosn the 
adith of Ibn Mas‘ud.” 


ima 
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PRAYER TWENTY-ONE 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & transmitted 
by Imam al-Ghazali in Thya’‘ulum al-din 


© Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and the Famyh 
of Muhammad—with a prayer that pleases You and : 

that fulfills his right—and grant him the Wasila and the 

Praiseworthy Station You have promised him; and reward 

hum on our behalf as befits him, and reward him with the 
best You have ever rewarded a Prophet on behalf of his 

ation. And send prayers upon him and upon all of his 

brethren from the Prophets and the righteous, O Most 

Merciful of the Merciful! 


This prayer was also mentioned by Imam al- Ghazal in the he 
is recommended to read it seven times on Friday. It has been 
related from some authorities that whoever says this prayer seven 
times for seven Fridays in a row, the Prophet's intercession 
be incumbent for him. 
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PRAYER TWENTY-TWO 


A prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by al-Hasan al-Basri 8 


© Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and upon his 
amily, Companions, children, wives, progeny, houschold, 
helpers, followers, and lovers from his Umma—and 
with us along with them entirely, O Most 
Merciful of the Merciful! 


in-laws, 





—_—<- 


This prayer was mentioned in the Shifa from al-Hasan al-Basti 
He said, “Whosoever wishes to drink from the fullest cups at 
the Pond of the Chosen One (al- Mustafa) & then let him invoke 


with this prayer.” 
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PRAYER TWENTY-THREE 


A prayer upon the Prophet & transmitted by Majd al-Din 
al. Fayrusabadi®, said to fulfill the oath of one who sivears 
to invoke the very best prayer upon the Prophet 


© Allah, send prayers and greetings of peace upon our 
master Muhammad, Your servant and Prophet and 
Messenger, the Primordial Prophet~and upon his Family, 
wives, and progeny ~by the number of Your creation, 
Your good: pleasure, the weight of Your Throne, and the 


ink of Your words. 


er 


Shaykh al-‘Adawi quoted al- Hafiz al- Sakhawi, who quoted from 
al- Majd al-Fayruzabadi (who quoted from others) that “Ifa 
person were to swear an oath to send the most superior prayer 
upon the Propher & he should say this prayer” 

The commentators on Dalail af khayrat mention that 
formula of prayer is taken from the hadith in Sahih Musdin about 
the glorifications (tasih) of Juwayriya b. al-Harith, Mother ofthe 
Believers & The Prophet was with her before leaving for the 
Dawn Prayer. When he left she was uttering glorification: 
Allah] and when he returned at the time of forenoon she was st 
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a gand uttering glorifications He said to her,"You are inthe 
gesrgat pe yourwere wher [lft you" She replied “Vers he 
oe [left you | sid four phrases thre times which 
ade weighted against all that you have sai since the star 
Fo hey would outweigh them They are Glofedand eed 
nH 25 outim sel pra -by tne mumber of Lis creates, Higood peau, 
seg THe and he ink of His words” (This hadith wa also 
et by the compilers of the Surge collections) 
shay al Adawi sai 
iris on the basis of this hadith chat some [scholars] have 
we mnzined chat rewards are rnultiplied and increased for 
the one who invokes prayers by those numbers It is also 
taid that the rewards are written for that person but without 
the multiplication, and that all of this varies according to 
fucumstances and people The former view was supported 
by Imam al- Tilmisani because of the explicitly clear hadith 
in Sahih Mustim (mentioned above) 





1gt 


PRAYER TWENTY-FOUR 


The Thousandfold Prayer upott the Prophet % 
transmitted by Abu al-Abbas Ahmad al-Hajiri BB 


O Allah, send prayers upon our master Muhammad, the 
ha’ of mercy (rahma). the two mims of the kingdom (ult), 
the dal of everlastingness (dawari)*—the perfect master. the 
Opener and the Seal—by the number of past and future 
things as they are in Your knowledge, each time the people 
of remembrance remember You and him, and each time 
the heedless neglect to remember You and him; a prayer 
everlasting by Your everlastingness, endless by Your 
endlessness, boundless apart from Your knowledge. Indeed 
You have power over all things 


+ 


Shaykh al- Fasi recorded in his commentary on Dalal al khaprat from 
his grandfather Shaykh Yusuf al- Fasi, from the pious saint Abu 
al-‘Abbas Ahmad al-Hajiri &, that this prayer is equal to one 
thousand good deeds. Shaykh Ahmad al-Hajiri said, “It reached 
me that whoever sends a prayer upon the Prophet & with this 
formula will have ten good deeds. Later a person saw the Prophet 
& in his dream and said to him, ‘O Prophet of Allah! Wi the 
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his prayer upon you have te: 

who sends ashe 1 good deed: 

pete The Prophet & replied. "Nay, rather [it should ts 
aye be] ten 

hey and for each prayer there are ten good deeds, anda good 


ayer ultiplied tenfold” 
ae pious Shaykh Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali al-Madarisi teported 


wr ¢ formula is known as the Thousandfoid Prayer (dl sr 

), and that he quoted it from the pious saint ‘Abdullah b 
A arab , who reported that he quoted it from Shaykh 
ae mad b. ‘Abdullah al-Zaytuni, who said that he received 
eee over twenty shaykhs, 
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PRAYER TWENTY-FIVE 


A prayer upon the Prophet & transmitted 
by Shaykh Abu “Abdullah al-Nu‘man a3 


O Allah, send prayers and greetings of peace upon our 
master Muhammad, whose heart You fitled with Yeus 
Majesty and whose eye you filled with Your Beauty, and 
who thus became joyful, supported and victorious ~ang 
upon his Family and Companions, and all praise is due t 
Allah. the Lord of the Worlds! 


oo 


Shaykh al-'Adawi quoted from al-Damiri’s commentary on 
al Minhaj, who said that Shaykh Abu ‘Abdullah b. al-Nu'man 
(Allah have mercy upon him) saw the Messenger of Allah & 
one hundred times in his dreams. In the final dream he said,“O 
Messenger of Allah! What is the most superior prayer upon you” 
The Messenger of Allah & said to him, "Say 0 Allah, sendprayersand 
grectings of peace upon our master Muhanimad, whose heart Yo n 
majesty and whose eyes You filled with Your beauty, and who thus becarnt jt 
supported and victortous...” 









PRAYER TWENTY-SIX 


The Prayer of Rescue (al-Salat al-Munjtyya) 
transmitted by Shaykh Musa al-Darir 8° 


© Allah, send upon our master Muhammad a prayer by 
which You deliver us from all terrors and blemishes, and 
by which You fulfill for us every need; and by which You 
purify us from every sin; and by which You raise us to 
the loftiest of degrees in Your Presence, and by which 
You cause us to attain to the furthest gains in al! forms of 
goodness, in this life and after death! 


re 


Inthe commentary on Dalail al-khayrat there is a narration from 
al-Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Aswani who said, “Whosoever invokes with 
this prayer one thousand times for the relief of every adversity 
and tribulation, Allah will deliver him from them and cause him 
to attain his wishes. 

Al-Fakahani reported that the righteous Shaykh Musa al Darir 
said, “I was once riding upon a ship in the sea and we were assailed 
bya powerful tempest they had called the Capsizer (al iglubryya) 
and which seldom left behind survivors who did not drown. As 
we were battling against the fierce winds | was overcome by sleep. 


14s 


In my sleep I saw the Prophet # and he said to 


. me, * 

passengers in the ship t0 say the following one thoi the 

(© Allah, send upon our master Muhammad a prayer by which You dei times 
1 


rors al bests, and by which You afl for us every ned ang Om 
You pur frm eer in ad by which You rie us 0 he lig fay hi 
Your enc andby which Yow couse us toatain othe furthest gene figs 
odes, ints andafer death! When | had awoken I told qh Lorna 
passengers what | had seen, and by the time we had reek Other 
supplication three hundred times, the tempest —by the ed the 
of prayers upon the Prophet &—had sectled.” 

Sayyid Muhammad Effendi ‘Abidin said in his thabgp 


Bley 


The erudite hadith master Ahmad al-"Utaridi mentioned the 
Prayer of Deliverance im his thabat. At the end of ithe said th 
al-‘Arifal-Akbar” added to it the phrase i 
HL Ge sty 
*O Most Merciful of the Merciful, © Allah," 


Some of the Shaykhs have said that anyone who invokes 
with this prayer one thousand times during an adversity 
or unforeseen difficulty will be delivered by Allah from it 
and Allah will cause him to realise his wishes. Anyone who 
invokes with this prayer frequently during the outbreak of 
a plague will be safe from it, and anyone who invokes with 
it frequently when embarking on the sea will be safe from 
drowning. Anyone who reads it five hundred times will attain 
whatever he wishes of profit and wealth, Allah ing Itis 
tried and tested and true for all of those situations, and Allah 
Most High knows best 





PRAYER TWENTY-SEVEN 


The Prayer of the Light of Resurrection 
(Galat Nur al- Qiyama) 


O Allah, send prayers upon our master Muhammad, 
the ocean of Your lights, the mine of Your secrets, the 
expressive tongue of Your proof, the bridegroom of Your 

kingdom, the Imam of those in Your Divine Presence, 
the adornment of Your dominion*, the treasure-stores of 
Your mercy®, the path of Your Law**, the one enraptured 
by Your Divine Unity", the pupil of the eye of creation® 
and cause for every existent; the choicest of Your creation 
and who preceded from Your light— a prayer that abides 
forever by Your everlastingness and remains forever by 
Your endlessness; a prayer boundless apart from Your 
knowledge and one that pleases You and by which You 
please him on our behalf, © Lord of the Worlds! 


rr 


My master Ahmad al-Sawi and others have said that this prayer 
vvas found engraved on a stone by divine power, and is called the 
Prayer of the Light of Resurrection because of the great reward its 
teciter receives on the Day of Resurrection. In the commentary 
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on Daldil al Khayrat it is mentioned that some of the g, 
have said chat it is equal [in reward] to fourteen tho 





AINES (Ay, 


wsand pray, ua 


ers 


PRAYER TWENTY-EIGHT 


prayer sport the Prophet & from Imam al-Shafti 


C allah, send prayers upon Muhammad equal to the 
umber of those who have sent prayers upon him; send 
prayers upon Muhammad equal to the number of those 
eho have not sent prayers upon him; send prayers upon 

Muhammad just as You have commanded us to send 
prayers upon him: send prayers upon Muhammad just as 
You love that prayers should be sent upon him; and send 

prayers upon Muhammad just as it is befitting that prayers 
be sent upon 
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PRAYER TWENTY-NINE 


Another prayer upon the Prophet $ 
from Imam al-Shaffi & 


May Allah send prayers upon our Prophet Muhammad 
each time he is remembered by the people of remembrance 
and cach time he is neglected by the people of heedlessnex 


—_———<>-____+ 


This noble prayer and the one before it are from Imam al-Shefi 
B. As for the first prayer, Shaykh al-“Adawi said, "Abu al-‘Abbac 
b. Mindil has mentioned in his ‘Tuhfatal-magasid that Imam al-Shafi 
was seen in a dream [after his death] and was asked. ‘What did 
Allah do with you He replied, “He forgave me.’ When asked the 
reason for his forgiveness he replied. ‘Because of five phrases by 
which I would send prayers upon the Prophet #.' And when asked 
what those words were he replied, I used to say 0 Allah, send prayers 
uport Muhammad equal to the umber of those who have sent prayers upon him.” 
‘As for the second prayer, it is the sound wording [ascribed to 
him], even though it goes against some of the other wordings that 
will soon be quoted. That is because I have taken it from a copy 
of [al-Shafi'i's] al-Risala that was transcribed from the handwritten 
copy of Imam al-Muzani, the student of our Imam al-Shafii # 
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PRAYER THIRTY 


‘The prayer of Shaykh Abu al-Hasan al-Karkhi 


allah. send prayers upon Muhammad and the Family 
of Muhammad by the measure of all thar is contained 

in the world and the measure of all that is contained in 
ae Hereafter; and have mercy upon Muhammad and 
the Family of Muhammad by the measure of all that 

js contained in the world and the measure of all that is 
contained in the Hereafter; and reward Muhammad 
and the Family of Muhammad by the measure of all that 
is contained in the world and the measure of all that is 
contained in the Hereafter. 


$a + 





itis mentioned in the commentary on Dala'il al khayrat that this 
is the prayer of Abu al- Hasan al-Karkhi, companion of Ma'ruf 
a-Karkhi & “ This has been quoted by several senior scholars 


1ST 


PRAYER THIRTY-ONE 


The prayer of Shaykh ‘Abd al- Qadir al-Jilani 34s 


CO Allah, send prayers upon our master Muhammad 
light preceded all ofcreation and whose manifestarig, 
isa mercy toall the worlds with prayers equal tothe 
number of those who have passed from Your eating 
an those who remain, and equal to the number ofthe 

felwirous and dammed among them Send a prayer upon 
tim that submerges all enumeration and encompasses eh 
limits ~a limitless, unceasing, and interminable proyer 
everlasting by Your everlastingness, and upon his Family 
and Companions and send grectings of peace 
in the same manner 


whose 


ee 


The commentators on Dalail af khayrat have mentioned that our 
master Abd al- Qadir al-Jilani & concluded his litany swith ths 
prayer Al-Sakhawi said, “Some of the relied upon references 
among our teachers have cited a story [behind chis pray 
indicating that a single invocation with it is equal [in reward): 
ten thousand prayers.” Shaykh al-“Adawi said in his comment 
on Dalail al khayrat, “Shaykh Muhy? al-Din &. who was known x 
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dof the Yemen, said “Whoever recites this prayer ten 
the morning and ren times in the evening will earn Allah's 
Wieasure and be safe (rom His chastisemert, and will 
gsive and uninterrupted mercies and divine protection 
saeco aits wll be made easy for him.” 


153, 


PRAYER THIRTY-TWo 


The Prayer of the Sun of the Supreme Treasure 
(Galat Shams al: Kanz al-A’zam) of Imam al- Ghazal; 
(also said to be the prayer of Shaykh ‘Abd al. Qadir 3 
Jilani) & ‘ 


O Allah, make the best of Your prayers, Your mos 
expansive blessings, and the purest of Your benedictions 
virzue and number aways and forever upon the nobler 
the creation from mankind and jinn~the gathering pin 
of all the realities of faith*”; the Mount Tur of the di ine 
theophanies of perfection*, the locus of the mysteries 
of the All- Merciful’: the middle of the necklace of the 
Prophets. the forefront of the army of the Messengers’, 
the leader of the noble prophetic cavalry; the best of 
creation entirely, the bearer of the Standard of the highest 
honor and holder of the reins of the most august glory; 
the witness to the pre-eternal secrets and lights, the 
interpreter of the pre-eternal expressions*; the well-spring 
of knowledge, forbearance, and wisdom; the manifestanon 
of the universal and particular secrets of beneficence’ 
the pupil of the eye of the higher and lower worlds, the 
soul of the body of the two realms*; the essence of life i 
the two abodes: the one who has fully realized the highest 
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ust seid the one ats adorned himself with 
ualities of the stations of chosenness (41 isi 
she qa ae friend (Khalil) and noble rere 
Muhammad, the son of “Abdullah, the son of ‘Abd 
a Muttalib, And may prayers and salutations of, Peace be 
upon his Family and Companions by the number of the 
objects 10 Your knowledge and the ink of Your words—for 
every time the people of remembrance remember You 
and for every time the people of heedlessness neglect to 
cmember You. And send upon him abundant salutations 
of peace May Allah be pleased with all of he Companions 
of Allah’s Messenger! 


ee 


My master Ahmad al-Sawi said in his commentary on the litany 
of (Shaykh Ahmad] al-Dardic that this prayer has been taken 
from the Proof of Islam (Hujjat al-tslarn) al-Ghazali, from al-Qutb 
al-Aydarus, and is called the Sun of the Supreme Treasure (Shems 
kanal A’sam). He said, “The heart of the one who recites this 
prayer will be shielded from the whisperings of Satan. Some have 
ascribed this prayer to the lordly Pole, my master’ Abd al-Qadir 
al-Jilani. Whoever after praying the Night Prayer (‘Isha’) recites 
Sura al-Tkhlas and the two chapters for secking refuge [al-Falq 
andal-Nas] and then recites this prayer upon the Prophet &, he 
will see the Prophet # in his dream.” 
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PRAYER THIRTY-THREE 


The Prayer of the Qutb, Shaykh Ahmad Rifts ss, 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings u 
aarhest preceding light, Your realized path wg om 
You manifested as a comprehensive mercy for Yong 
creation, whom You have ennobled by witnessi; ing You 
and whom you have chosen for Your Prophethood and 
Messengership, and whom You have sent as («bring ofda 
sidings and as a warner, and. the caller to Allah with His permission, anda 
bright lamp) —the center of the [letter] Ba’ of beginnings 
and the mystery of mysteries of the pivotal Alf through 
whom You cleft asunder all of existence and whom You 
have chosen for the noblest of stations with the divine 
bestowal of gifts and the Praiseworthy Station: he by 
whose life You have sworn an oath in Your Book that 
is witnessed by the people of unveiling and witnessing 
For he is Your ancient permeating secret and the flowing 
water of the essence of every essence, the one by whom 
You gave life to all existents, be they mineral, animal, or 
plant. He is the heart of hearts, the soul of souls, the sign 
to which the Goodly Words point, the Most Exalted Pen, 
the Encompassing Throne, the spirit of the body of dl 
two realms, the Isthmus of the two oceans, the second 
of the two, the pride of the two realms— Abu al-Qasim. 
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Tayyib, our master Muhammad son of ‘Abdullah 
dal- Muttalib: Your servant and Your Prophet 
Beloved and Your Messenger, the Primordial 
Prophet {Send prayers] and abundant peace upon him 
es Family and Companions, as great in magnitude as 
an reatness of Your Essence, at every moment and time. 
pad fikis your Lord, the Lord of Honor, above what they describe. And 
G exe the Emissaries, and all praise is duet Alla, the Lord of 
my the Worlds. »°° 


abual- 
jon ofA 
Your 


————o 


‘This prayer WAS quoted by my master, the famous saint Shaykh 
Jaz al-Din b. Ahmad al- Sayyadi al-Rifa'i in his book al Ma‘rifal 
Maharmadiyya wa al-wasaifal- Ahmadiyya (The Muhammadan Sciences 
and the ‘Ahmadan Litanies). He ascribed it to the Pole of his 
ize the ocean of gnosis, our master Ahmad al-Rifa' (may Allah 
28 ify his secret and benefit us with his blessings), AL-Sayyadi 
sau “And from his [al-Rifa'’s] noble litanies is this prayer, called 
the Jewel of Secrets, Its tried and true and well-known among 
the perfected Rifa'i masters. Consistent recitation of this prayer is 
one of the best means of attaining lofty matters and the meanings 
ofsubtle spiritual secrets from the noble Prophetic Presence.” 
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PRAYER THIRTY-FOUR 


Another prayer upon the Prophet % from, 
our master Shaykh Ahmad al-Rifa‘i & 


© Allah, send prayers upon the shimmering light, the 

brilliant orb, the ascendant full moon, the ever-flowing 

effusion, the expansive succor, the Beloved intercessor 
the legislating Prophet, the promulgating Messenger, ihe 
obedient under divine command, the dutiful addressee, the 
cutting sword, he of the gathered heart and tearful eyes— 
our master Muhammad—and upon his noble Family and 
Children, and illustrious Companions and their followers 

from the people of the Prophetic Way and Islam. 
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PRAYER THIRTY-FIVE 


“Another prayer upon the Prophet % from 
our master Shaykh Ahmad al-Rifa'i & 


CO Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad —with a prayer that is written in the inscribed 
lines. and by which the breasts are expanded and all affairs 
ine rade easy —with a mercy from You, © Mighty. O 

Forgiving—and upon his Family and Companions. 
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PRAYER THIRTY-SIX. 


Another prayer upon the Prophet % fror 
our master Shaykh Ahmad al-Rifa'i 3 


O Allah. send prayers, peace, and blessings upon th, 

perfected essence and the mercy sent down— Your sr, 
and Messenger, and Your Beloved and elect, our eee 
Muhammad, and upon his Family, his wives. his childien 
and his reighbors—by the number of invocations by wit, 

the people of remembrance remember You, and by the 

number of times the heedless are hecdless 
of Your remembrance. 
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PRAYER THIRTY-SEVEN 


The prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad al-Badawi &% 


© Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
saaster Muhammad, the Original Luminous Tree, the 
gpartleof the Handful proceeding from the divine name 
Stypahman (the All- Merciful)®, the best of humankind, 
the noblest of physical forms, the mine of Lordly secrets, 

the treasure- stores of the sciences of the elect; he of the 
original Divine Handful, the sublime tesplendence, and the 
inf rank under whose Standard all ofthe Prophets shal 
huddle, and thus they are from him and to him. 
‘And send prayers, peace, and blessings upon him and his 
Family and Companions by the number of what You have 
created, provided for, caused to die, and caused to live— 
until the day You resurrect those whom You have caused 
to perish. And send abundant peace—and all praises are 

due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 
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PRAYER THIRTY-EIGHT 


Another prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad al. Baden, 


© Allah, send prayers upon the light of lights, the sec 
of secrets, the antidote for ailments, the key to the dior 
case ~our master Muhammad the Chosen One ot 
his pure Family and choice Companions, by the n 
Allah's blessings and favors 


and upon 
‘umber of 


This prayer and the one preceding it are from the Pole of Pole 
my master Ahmad al- Badawi (may Allah bring us benefit throu 
him) Regarding the first prayer, my master Alumad al-Saw sa 
*Some have mentioned that it should be recited seven times ser 
cach prayer, and that ing it one hundred times is eq. 
reward] to reciting Dalailal bhayrat thirty-three times.” 

The erudite Sayyid Ahmad b. Zayni Dahlan, the Mufiiofte 
Shafiis in Mecca the Ennobled (Allah have mercy upon him) 
said in his compendium of prayers, wherein he quoted sever 
formulas of prayers upon the Prophet & and their associated 
benefits and some extracts about Sufism 














Many of the gnostics have mentioned that this prayer 
ascribed to the perfected Pole, my master Ahmad al Badawi 
4, isa means of attaining a plenitude of lights and receiving 
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gs of secrets They mention thar it 1s one of the 
vest means of Being connected tothe Prophet &.n sleep 
ip wakefulness and a means of many attrming the rank 
ai voleship (Qubenins). It contains secrers for facitatuon 
of ease in outward provision. thar being the prousion of 
Soli 26 well as inward provision, that being the provision 
fhe souls, by which I mean the sciences and branches of 
ca ledge. Through it one attains victory against the ego, 
brow and all other enemies Beyond these benefits it has 
el ‘other unique properties that cannot be counted or 
ated 
oer mentioned by some that reciting this prayer three 
times is equal (in reward] to reciting all of Dali al azar 
ac the time of reciting this prayer, one should visualize the 
fights of the Prophet & and bring to presence m hi heart the 
ggeainess ofthe Prophet and the fac that he & isthe Supreme 
Means for the influx of all goodness, and the Supreme 
Intermediary and Supreme Light One should not recite this 
prayer unlesshe is ina state of cual purity. Whoever recites it 
(ahile observang the aforementioned conditions) consistently 
one hundred times daily for forty days, while being upright 
(ziqoma), will attain such lights and goodness thar only Allah 
knows their true worth. Whoever recites it three times after 
the Morning Prayer (Subh) and three times after the Dusk 
Prayer (Maghrib) daily will witness from it many spiritual 
secrets—and Allah is the facilitator of what is correct! 





wave 





Regarding the second prayer, Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan also said in 
his compendium: 
This prayer is also ascribed to our master, the perfected Pole 
Sayyid Ahmad al-Badawi &... Many of the gnostics have said 
that this prayer is tried and true for the ful 
f of difficulties and averting of calamities, and is an 
efficacious way of attaining lights and secrets—indeed, it is 
tried and true for all things! It should be recited one hundred 
tumes daily when taken asa litany, Beginner aspirants should 
use this formula in the beginning of their spiritual wayfaring 
and use the first formula at the end of their journey 
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1 proofs of its esteemed virtue and the encouragement 


jen 
ail ‘Allah kriows best. 
ore 


PRAYER THIRTY-NINE 


The prayer of our master Ibrahim al-Dasugi 6s 


O Allah, send prayers upon the Muhammadan Esseai 
the unparalleled subtlety, the sun in the sky of secrets 
locus from which lights manifest, the center of the eee ie 

Divine Majesty, the epicycle of Divine Beauty“ 9 All 

by his secret with You" and by his journey towards Yoq 

calm my fears, educe my stumbles, banish my grief and 
covetousness, and be for me, and take me from myself and 
unto You, grant me annihilation from my own self aad 
let me not be tempted by my ego and veiled by my senses 
Unveil to me every hidden secret, 
O Living, O Self-sufficient! 


tt of 


ad 


This is the prayer of my master Ibrahim al-Dasuqi. the acean 
of the ultumate realities and the Shariah (may Allah benefits 
m). This is one of the virttous formulas of prayer: 
T have not come across any thing in particular concerning th 
oble prayer. however its ascription to the gallant Pole, my maser 








through 
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PRAYER FORTY 


The Prayer of the Essence (Salat al. Dhat) 
of our master al-Shaykh al-Akbar Ibn ‘Arab; 4, 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon is 
resplendence of the Essence under protection of 
talisman®—the wave-filled sea of succor”®, the hidden 
perfection”, the Lahut of beauty and Nasu? of union” the 
manifestation of the Real, the identity of the Man of pr. 
eternity in Your beginningless knowledge, and the one b 
whom You have guided the vessels of separation to fat 
paths of truth. © Allah, send prayers by him’, from him 
in him, and upon him, and send abundant salutations of 
peace.”* And all praises are due to Allah, 
the Lord of the Worlds! 


—_$$$_~aom--_____+. 


I have taken this prayer of al-Shaykh al-Akbar [bm Arabi (iay 
Allah bring us benefit through him) from its commentary by the 
virtuous Shaykh and gnostic, Shaykh Ahmad b. Sulayman, spirinud 
successor of our master, the greatest teacher Shaykh Khalid d- 
Nagshabandi, the reviver of the renowned Nagshabandi order 
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PRAYER FORTY-ONE 


The Prayer of the Precious Gem (al-Yaqutiyya) 
of our master Muhammad al-Fasi 3.°7 


sathe name of Allah, the All- Merciful, the Compassionate. 
Verity Allah and His angels send prayers upon the Prophet. O you who 
elev! Send prayers upon him and slut him with abundant grectings of 
pO Allah, send prayers and salutations upon the one 
‘whom You made the cause of the splitting asunder of the 
secrets of Your infinite oneness, and the [cause of the] 
enfolding of the lights of Your mercy, who became the 
representative of the Lordly Presence. and the successor of 
the secrets of Your Divine Essence. For he is the priceless 
gem of the Absolute Oneness of Your eternal Being, and 
the quintessential locus of Your pre-eternal attributes®, 
thus by You and from You he became a sentinel to You 
anda secret of the secrets of Your unseen by which You 
have been veiled from many among Your creation, He 
is the treasure under the protection of talisman, and the 
towering, wave-filled sea. © Allah, we implore You by his 
rank and honor with You to fill our bodies with his works 
our hearing with his words, our hearts with his lights, our 
souls with his secrets, our outer forms with his states, our 
inner selves with his manners of interacting [with You]. 
our inner selves with witnessing of him, our sights with the 
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lights of his beauty, and our final deeds with wh 
him. [Fill us with these] until we behold You ryt Peay 
and behold him through You, so that I represen, e! him, 
Presences through the two Presences~ indicat the tag 
them, one through the other © Allah, we ash Yeh of 
prayers and peace upon him —with a Prayer and "CO seng 
of peace that befit his honor and tremendous rane "8 
«ne with hum through these and draw me nearu ater 
and by them bestow upon me the fragrant cence him, 
God-conscious and bless me with the graces given Of the 
purified-clect. That is because he is the Protected ous 
anid the unique hidden jewel, and he is the pets 
enclosed in the shells of Your intimate protected sex ase 
and the ineffable from which are chosen the things { 
to You. He is therefore an unseen from Your un 
and an alterity from the secret of Your lords! and h: 
become a manifestation-point from which we infer y, ie 
And how could it be otherwise, when You have infon oy 
us of that in the clear-cut verse of Your Book. (Inde 
those who pledge fealty to you but pledge fealty to Allah > Thro gh 
this, al doubt has faded and we have gained awareness Q 
Allah, make our guiding unto You be by means of him, 
make our interactions with You from the lights of our 
emulation of him. O Allah, be pleased with those whom 
You made worthy of following; whose hearts You made 
lamps of guidance. and whose hearts were purified from 
enslavement to other than You and from the impurities 
of filth; from whose hearts appeared pearls of mystica 
meaning, which were then made into garlands of spiritual 
realization for the people of foundation; and whom You 
chose in Your pre-cternal decree to be the Companions 
of Your chosen Prophet, and through whom You were 
pleased to grant victory to Your religion. Indeed, they are 
the chosen masters. © Allah, increase for them Your good 
pleasure with them, in addition to the Prophet's Family 


Tets, 
known 
aseen, 
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ad those who follow his traces. O Allah, forgive us our 
and a rhe sins of Our parents, and those of our teachers 
i prethen i Allah. © Allah, forgive all ofthe believing 
i and women, and the submitting (Muslim) men and 
en a ren, both the obedient among them and 
those who bear the burden of sins. 


sins, and 


—— 


cThisis the Prayer of the Precious Gem (al Salat al Yequtiyya) of our 
Shaykh, the sonior teacher and farnous gnostic Sayyid Shaykh 
Muhammad al- Fasi al Shadhili, who had settled in the lands of 
the two Sacred Sanctuaries (Mecca and Medina) His spiritual 
successor and resident of Damascus, Syria, the perfected and 
sts scholar Sayyid Muhammad al-Mubarak al-Maghribi, cold 
sme that he heard the Shaykh say that after he compiled this prayer 
hesaw the Prophet4, who pointed with his blessed index finger at 
the Shaykh’s chest and said, “This is the protected secret!” Then, 
the Prophet & presented the prayer to the Inner Circle of Saints 
(ablal Diwan)", and it won their approval. The Pole [its author} 
said, “Whosoever continually recites this prayer three times each 
morning and evening will see the Prophet & frequently: while 
deeping and while awake, physically and spiritually.” 

He [Sayyid Muhammad al-Mubarak al-Maghribi] told me 
that he had placed one of the brethren into the solitary retreat 
(dnd) with instructions to continually recite this prayer, and 
that ke continued to recite it non-stop for seven days and did 
not come out till he had met the Propher # in a wakeful state 
and received sciences and secrets from him. 
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PRAYER FORTY-TWO 


The prayer of Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi 


© Allah! Renew and send at this very moment and ot 
this very hour Your perfect prayers and pure greeting, 
and Your greatest. most consummate and enduring : 
satisfaction to Your most perfect servant in this world 
from the progeny of Adam—whom You have made You, 
shade for the needs of Your creation, and as a Qe ang 
locus; whom You chose for Yourself and by whom You 
established Your proof, whom You manifested in Your 
image (ard) and chose as the niveau of Your self disclose 
and the way-station for carrying out Your commands and 
curtailing Your prohibitions—in Your earth and in Your 
heavens, He is the intermediary between You 
and Your creatures. 





Convey the greetings of this servant of Yours to him, 
and then upon him from You now, on behalf of Your 

servant with the finest prayer and noblest greeting 
and purest salutation. O Allah, remind him of me so he 
will mention me in Your presence with what You know 
best to be beneficial for me, in this life and the Next. in 
proportion to his gnosis of You and his station with You 
not in proportion to my knowledge and the limits of my 
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standing, Verily You are most fitting with every grace 
wenden and have power of all things 


May Allah send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, and upon his Family and Companions, Al 
praise is due to Allah the Lord of the Worlds. 


(afer reading this prayer one should recite Surat al- Fatiha and donate its 
ei to the Proplict & and to the peerless Qutb [ofthe rime] and the 
Friends of Allah Most High ] 


a 


‘this noble prayer is found in a number of collections and is 
vrcrbed to the gallant imam, erudite polymath, and master of 
the rational and textual sciences, the victor of the Sunna against 
Hameworthy innovation and the helper of truth over falsehood 
and puidance over error with unequivocal proofs and evidence— 


Shaykh Fak al-Din al-Razi (4. 606 ax), author of alTafir al kabir 
and other unparalleled works 


fal 


PRAYER FORTY-THREE 


The prayer of our master Shaykh 
Shams al-Din Muhammad al Hanafi & 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Muhammad 
the Primordial Prophet, and upon his Family and 
Companions, equal ro the number of what You know, 
equal to the weight of what You know, and equal to what 
fills [the depth] of what You know. 


or 


Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan said in his compilation, * Imam al-Sha'rani 
has mentioned that these nwo formulas [this prayer and the prayer 
following this] contain innumerable secrets and wonders We 
need not speak at length enumerating them, for a mere indication 
suffices the intelligent person.” 

Our master and liege lord Shaykh ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha'ran 
& said in his Tabagat, in his biography of my master Muhammad 
al-Hanafi (4 847 411) &: 


Al-Shanifal Nu’ 
Muhammad {al 
Messengerof Allah 4. inside an enorme 
were coming to him and greeting him one after another 


. one of the companions of ny master 
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smeone would introduce each of them and say, This is 20- 
Sorta. and they would si aext ro im Then there came a 
up with many people and the person [next to the 


r 
Eat {6} called out, "This is Muhammad al- Hanafi" When 
be oP oped che Prophet &, the Propher sat him down next to 
pen and rammed to our master Abu Bakr $ and Umar and 


way poincing fo my master Muhammad al-Hanafi,'I love 
se an, except for his tailless turban (ommana samnd),“Abu 
tite & replied, “O Messenger of Allah, do you give me 
anssion co dress him with a turban” The Messenger of 
Muh sad, Yes. so Abu Baker & took off his own turban and 
placed it on the head of my master Muhammad al- Hanafi 
rd huag its ea on my master Muhammad's left shoulder.” 
Syhen al-Sharif al-Nu'mani related this dream, my master 
Shaykh Muhammad al-Hanaf cried. as did the people {un his 
company] Shaykh Muhammad al-Hianaf said to him, “When 
you see your grandfather again, ask him by which specific 
yetion of mine did he come to know me.” Some days later al- 
Sharif al- Nu'mani saw the Prophet # again, and asked him 
the question, and the Prophet & replied, “It was by the prayer 
tupon me that he would send each day before sunset while all 
“pne:‘O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Muhammad the 
Primordial Prophet, and upon his Family and Companions, 
equal to the number of what You know, equal to the weight 
‘of what You know, and equal to what fils [the depth] of what 
You know." 

[After this was related to him] my master Muhammad al- 
Hanafi said, “The Messenger of Allah & has spoken the truth!” 
Then he ook his turban and loosened it and bung its tail over 
him, and then everyone in his gathering followed suit and hung 
the tails of their turbans over themselves. From that point 
forward until he died, my master Muhammad al-Hanafi would 
hang the tail of his turban [over his left shoulder] and avoid 
wearing a teylasen® (which he had worn prior to the dream), 
May Allah be pleased with him! 
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PRAYER FORTY-FOUR 


The prayer of our master Shaykh Ibrahim al-Mathyi; ah 


O Allah, L ask You by You that You send prayers upo 
our master Muhasnmad and upon the other Propkers 
and Emissaries, and upon their families and companion, 
entirely, and that You forgive me for what has passed ang 
protect me in what remains [of my | 





—— i 


‘This prayer was mentioned by Sayyid Ahmad Dablan in hy 
collection alongside the aforementioned prayer of our mast, 
Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Hanafi. After mentioning prayer 
[thirty-seven and thirty-eight] of Shaykh Ahmad al-Badaw. 
Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan said: 





Aspirants in the middle of the path should use the formula 
of prayer ascribed to my master, the knower of Allah Most 
High. Shaykh Ibrahim al-Marbuli, of the form 
my master Shaykh Shams al-Din al-Hanafi 1 
has mentioned that these two formulas con! 
sectetsand wonders We need not speak 
them. fora mere indication will suffice the 


ual Marbu Iris my desire thar ¢ 
leave a Muslim's tongue.” 





ascribed to 
jain al -Sha'rant 
in innumerable 
ngth enumerating 
gent person, 
prayer never 
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this prayer in other collections as well, and they 
ihae foot may muster Ibrahim al-Matbuli &. Underneath 
1:0 2671 ene is a statement {rom our master and liege lord, 
this Pra al- Wahab al-Sha'rani &, the ocean of the Shariah 
she Ultimate Reality (1agigd) and the reviver of the signposts 
ane in ath, concerning whose sainthood and august rank 
ofthe Sp pmadan nation isin agreement, may Allah allow us to 
id oe from his sciences: “It is my desire that everyone I know 
ae ae mnpanvons and loved anes make it their regular practice 
foe with chis prayer” This statement from such a teacher 
10 cient proof of the prayer’s virtue and numerous benefits 
ease author of this prayer, my master Sbrahim al-Marbuli, is 
she Shaykh of the Muhammadan Heir, Shaykh ‘Alt al- Khawwas, 
iho was the Shaykh of my master ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha'rani 
Theater penned a detailed biography of Shaykh Ibrahim al- 
Matbuli in his Tabagat al-Awliya’ and said ar its beginning: 








He was one of the supreme masters in sainthood. He had 
no teacher besides the Messenger of Allah #, whom, as a 
young man, he would see frequently in his dreams He told 
fas mother of his dreams, to which she replied, “Dear son. 
the truly realized men are those who meet with the Prophet 
Sin a wakeful state.” When he later began to meet with the 
Prophet & in a wakeful state and seek the Prophet's counsel 
in his affairs, his mother said to him, “Now you have begun 
to traverse within the station of mastery’ 
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PRAYER FORTY-FIVE 


The prayer of our master Shaykh Nur al-Din gl. 


Shy 
&, called The Lamp Lighting the Darkness in eras 
Peace upon the Best of Humanity (Misbah al. Zale fe 


Salat wa al-Salam ‘ala Khayr al-Anam) 


© Allah, send prayers and peace upon Muhammad and 
the Family of Muhammad. just as You have ser prayyn 
upon Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim; and bless 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, just as You 
have blessed Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim, in all the 
worlds, verily You are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious-— 
equal to the number of Your creation, Your self-pleasure 
the weight of Your Throne, and the ink of Your words, 
cach time the people of remembrance remember You, ard 
each time the heedless are heedless of Your remembrance 


© Allah, send the finest prayers and peace upon the 
best of Your creation, our master Muhammad, and upon 
His Family and Companions— equal to the number ofthe 

objects of Your knowledge and the ink of Your words, 
each time the people of remembrance remember You, and 
each time the heedless are heedless of Y our remembrance 
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OO Allah. send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, Your servant, Your Prophet, and your 
Messeniget the Primordial Prophet, and upon his Family 
sad Companions~equal to the number of what is 

wrained in the heavens and the earth and all that isin 
fe een them. Bestow us and all of the Muslims with Your 
Peraeevolenee in all of our affairs, © Lord ofthe Worlds! 


© Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, and upon his Family and Companions—equal 
to the number of what was, the number of what shall be, 
and the number of what is, as in Allah’s knowledge 


0 Allah, send prayers and peace upon the soul of our 
master Muhammad among[other] souls, send prayers and 
peace upon his body among bodies, send prayers and peace 

upon his grave among graves, and send prayers and peace 

upon his name among names 


© Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, the Possessor of the Standard and the Cloud 


© O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, who is more sublime than the sun and 
the moon: send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad equal to the number of the good deeds of Abu 
Bakr and "Umar; send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muharumad equal to the number of the vegetation of the 
earth and the leaves of the trees. 


© O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, Your servant by whom You united scattered 
souls, and Your Prophet by whom You banished the 
darkness of hearts, and Your Beloved whom You chose 
over every other beloved 


 Q Allah. send prayers and peace upon our a 
Muhammad who came with the manifest truth 
You sent as a Mercy to all of the wort 


Aster 


and 
de Whom 


© Allah, send prayers and peace upon o 
Muhammad, the handsome Prophet, Posse 
Highest Station and the eloquent to 


‘Ur Master 
“SOr Of the 
ngue 





20 Allah. send prayers and peace up 
Muhammad a befits the nobility of his propheihant 
asintruh mented by the greatness of is magmfieee 
‘and snd prayers and peace upon our master Mona tth 
asis tr eid by his greatness and magncent el 
And send prayers and peace upon our master Matra 
the noble Messenger andl Trustworthy one whi is or ae 


 O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammiad the Beloved, and upon his father Ibe 
Intimate Friend (a Khalil), and upon his brother 
Recipient of Divine Speech (al Kalin), and upon 
of Allah (Ruhullt), "Isa the trustworthy, and upo 
Sulayman, Zakanyya, Yahya, and upon their families. exh 
time the people of remembrance remember Y ou, and each 

time the heedless are heedless of theit mention 


ON OUF Master 


and 


‘ahim the 
Musa the 
the Spirit 
n Dawud, 


©O Allah, send prayers and peace and blessings upon 
the essence of divine solicttude, the adornment of the 
Resurrection, the treasure of guidance, the embroidery 
of the gown of honor, the bridegroom of the kingdom 
the tongue af divine proof, the intercessor for the Un, 
the [mam of the court of the divine presence. and the 
Prophet of Mercy--our master Muhammad- and upon 
Adam. Nuh, Ibrahim the Intimate Friend, and upon his 
brother Musa the Recipient of Divine Speech, and upon 
the Spirst of Allah. ‘Isa the trustworthy, and upon Dawud, 
Sulayman, Zakariyya, Yahya, and their families, each time 
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You, and each time 
eople of remembrance remember You, and 


the PeOP E peedless are heedless of their mention 


—_— 


ayer from my master Nur al-Din al-Shuni is a 
thie bie pees Rrmulagrthat'| have joledioeciber 
cnr ed. making it as single prayer. He would read them 
a et University and they spread throughout Egypt and 
acal AZ na during his life and after his death. His student 
ate a cor. the knower of Allah, my master Shaykh Shihab 
Bulgin, Would explain their meanings in the gathering 
3 pared ea sending prayers upon the Prophet & I have taken 
fear prayers from his commentary and compared them to other 
ie Trese prayers are also found in the litany of one of his 
rem qudents, our master and liege lord, the noble imam, Shaykh 
‘jb al: Wahhab al-Sha'rani, as well as the litany of the Sa'diyya 
aries albeit with some minor differences in their wordings. 
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PRAYER FORTY-SIX 


The prayer of our master ‘Abd al-Salam, 
Ibn Mashish & (al-Salat al- Mashishiyya) 


O Allah, send prayers upon the one from whom the 
spiritual secrets were sundered, and from whom the igh 
burst forth and in whom the ultimate realities area 
The one in whom descended the knowledge of Adam’ 
and thus stymied all of creation, and before whom all 
understandings dwindled.“ The gardens of the dominion 
(malakus) arc fair with the Howering of his resplendent 
beauty,” and the pools of the omnipotence (jabarut) pour 
forth through his ever-flowing illuminations.™ And there 
is nothing except that it is conditioned by him, since if 
not for the means, the end—as has been said— would 
have gone. Send upon him such a prayer that truly befits 
You~from You unto him as is deserving to him O Allah 
indeed, he is Your all-cmbracing secret, the guide unto 
You, and Your Supreme Sentinel standing for You, before 
You.® O Allah! Connect me with his lineage, realize me 
through his excellence”, grant me knowledge of him-a 
knowledge through which I attain salvation from the 
streams of ignorance”, and by which I may sip from the 
streams of bounty.” And carry me on his path unto Your 
Divine Presence—with a carrying surrounded by Your 
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4 And hurl me against falsehood so { smash it, and 
2d ey into the seas of Absolute Oneness * and pluck 
lunge rm nices of affirming unity. and drown me in 
i fom nf the sea of oneness until until T neither see 
Be co find nor sense anything but by it” © Allah! 
nor heat ne Supreme Sentinel the life of my spirit™, and 
wae spirt the secret of my reality, and make his 
rate ne connector of my realms, by the realization of 
sey ruth." O First! © Last! O Outward! O Inward! 
aa er my plea as You heard the plea of Your servant 
Zakariyya'And grant me victory through You and for 
areind aid me through You and for You, and join me™ 
Voss eYou, and come between meand other than You 
af, lah, lah! Very the One ho has enjoined the Quran upon 
ou shall most certainly bring you back to a return)y (28:88)'*. 40 our 
vive Gran us emery fom You, ond grant us etude in ur aftr} 
(10) May Allah send prayers and abundant salutations 
upon him and his Family and Companions. ¢ Ghrifedis 
your Lord, the Lord of Honor, above what they describe, And may peace be 
ign the Eisai andl aie is ue to Allah he Lod ofthe Werld: 
7:180~183) 





es 


‘This is the prayer of my master ‘Abd al-Salam Ibn Mashish. Of 
the well-known formulas of prayer, this is one of the best, and 
its virtues are immense. The erudite Sayyid Muhammad Ybn 
“Abidin, author of the gloss on al-Dury al-Mukhiar, in his thabat: 


[Ihave also received] the prayer of the Shaykh and Imam, the 
Pole and knower of Allah and guide unto Him, the possessor 
of the luminous spiritual path and tremendous and radiant 
spiritual states, the one of Prophetic lineage and excellent 
character, our master and liege lord, scion of the Prophetic 
Household, ‘Abd al-Salam Ibn Bashish—pronounced with a 
bd or a min—al-Husayni al-Maghribi (d. 622 aH) 








This prayer was mentioned by al-Shihab Ahm, 
and his student al-Shthab al-Manini and thei 
thabars. Al- Nakhli mentioned that he received th 


dal Natty, 
"eSPectivg 
Paver frags 


Shaykhs Ahmad al-Babuli and Isaal-Tha'alabi, Heayy 

[Shaykh Isa] instructed me to recite it once after the . He 

Prayer and once after the Sunset Prayer, 1 also saw iq," 
Some 


annotated copies of he prayer tha it should be veer 
times daily after the Dawn Prayer. after the Sumses he 
and after the Night Prayer. So great are the lights qs 
obtained from this prayer that only Allah knovis thee 

In ecting thus prayer there comes divine succor and vec eu 
spiritual opening (fthal ribbon’). The one who maya 
regular practice to recite this prayer will ermain mae’ 
truthfulness and sincerity. his breast will be expanded sgt 
affair will be made easy, and he will enjoy the prorecr nt 
Allah from all travails, tribulations, and sicknesses, inward 
and outwardly; he will be granted victory against fore ic 
will receive Allah's tremendous divine assistance in all othe 
affairs he will be looked upon with the eye of Allah’ volcan 
and concern—the Generous and Bestower—and the solicinat 
of His Messenger. may Allah send prayers and peace upon has 
and his Family and Companions ‘The benefit ofthis prayer 
will manifest when i recited regularly and with rruthfulnes 
sincerity, and God-consciousness—4and whosoever obeys Alike 
His Mesa fears Alla and eps consis of Hl, the it hye 
are the riumphant ) (2452) 





ecrets 
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PRAYER FORTY-SEVEN 


The Prayer of the Light of the Essence (Salat al-Nur al- 
hati) of our master Shaykh Abu al- Hasan al-Shadhili 
gies 


© Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad, the light of the Essence'™ and the 
permeating secret in all of the names and attributes “# 





—_——<o--—___ 


My master Ahmad al-Sawi said, “This prayer, called the Prayer 
ofthe light of the Essence, is from my master Abu al-Hasan al- 
Shadhili (may Allah be pleased with him and benefit us through 
him). It is equivalent [in reward] to one hundred thousand prayers. 
For the relief of difficulties it should be read five hundred times. 
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PRAYER FORTY-EIGHT 


The Greeting of Imam Muhyi al-Din 
Yahya b, Sharaf al-Nawawi & 


Peace be upon you, O Messenger of Allah Peace b 
you. © Prophet of Allah. Peace be upon you, O choi 
of Allah Peace be upon you, O best of Allah's creation 
Peace be upon you. O beloved of Allah, Peace be upon you. 
Owarner, Peace be upon you, O bringer of glad tidings 
Peace be upon you, pure. Peace be upon you, © Prophet 
of mercy. Peace be upon you, O Abu al-Qasim. Peace be 
upon you, O Messenger of the Lord of the Worlds. Peace 
be upon you, O master of the Emissaries and seal of the 
Prophets Peace be upon you, O best of creation entirely 
Peace be upon you, O leader of those whose limbs shine 
from the traces of ablution. Peace be upon you and your 
Family, the members of your Household, your wives. your 
progeny, and you Companions entirely. Peace be upon 
you and upon all of the other Prophets, and all of Allah's 
righteous servants 


9 Upon 


O Messenger of Allah, may Allah reward you on our behalf 
with the best reward given toa Prophet and Messenger 01 
behalf of his nation. May Allah send prayers upon you cach 
{ume you are remembered by a person of remembrance and 
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«your remembrance is neglected by the heedless— 
ath ae the best, most consummate, and finest of prayers 
pray tt sent upon any from creation entirely. 


isha there is no god but Allah, who is alone and 
[ rest ¢ partner, and I testify that you are His servant 
nithout Pier and the best of His creation. And I testify 
and MetMronveyed the message, fulfilled the divine trust. 
tae encere counsel to the Umma, and strove with a 
a enue striving for the sake of Allah. 





Q Allah, grant him the Wasila and the supreme virtue, and 
iat the Praiseworthy Station You have promised him, 
oie him the utmost of what the petitioners should ask 
[for him] © Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your 
geantand Messenger. the Primordial Prophet. and upon 
the Family, wives and progeny of Muhammad, just as You 
ave sent prayers upon Ibrahim and upon the Family of 
Ibrahim. Bless Muhammad the Primordial Prophet and 
his Tamily, wives, and progeny just as You blessed Ibrahim 
ind the Family of Ibrahim in the worlds. Indeed, You are 
the Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 


ed 


This noble invocation containing different forms of salutations 
and prayers should be said when visiting the Prophet # {t was 
mentioned by Imam Mubhyi al-Din al-Nawawi in his Manasik 
(book of Hajj rites). In it he said 


‘When standing before the wall of the Prophet's grave &, the 
visitor should look down ar the lowest part of it, his eyes 
lowered in a state of awe and reverence. his heart emptied of 
all worldly attachments, bringing to presence in his heart the 
tremendous station and rank of the one before whom he is 
sanding Then he should send salutations, but without raising 
his voice. Instead he should speak with a moderate tone and 
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say"Peacebe upon you, O Messengerof Allah Pg, 


you. 0 Propher of Allah.” Ae be wpoy 


After mentioning this formula in its entirety, aly 
“Whoever Is unable 1 memorize this, or does not i Wa 
time to repeat all of it, may repeat some of it. The le, 
tone should say is" Peace be upon you, O Messenger 
‘Allah send prayers and peace upon you. 


i sau 
enough 

‘e 
Fit tha 
ah. ng, 


ave 
St of 
OF Alt 
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PRAYER FORTY-NINE 


The Greeting of our master Shaykh 
Abu al-Mawahib al-Shadhili & 


O Allah, send all of Your complete prayers upon this 
prophetic, guiding, illumined, and emissarial Presence— 
‘vith prayers that encompass all subjects of knowledge 
along with their objects; nay, with abiding prayers and 
uninterrupted succors. And send also salutations of peace 

upon this Prophet 


O Messenger of Allah, our mastcr! You are the purpose 
of existence, and you are the master of every parent and 
child. You are the precious pearl around which all species 
of creation revolve. You are the light whose radiance 
shines upon the earths and heavens. Your blessings are 
incalculable, and your miracles are innumerable. The 
stones and trees greeted you with peace, and dumb animals 
spoke in your presence. Water emitted and flowed from 
your fingers, and the date-palm moaned out to you when 
you left it. The salty water of the well became sweet from 
the saliva that came from your lips. By your blessed sending 
we are secured against disfigurement, being swallowed up 
by the earth, and from punishment. By your inclusive and 
broad mercy we have been covered by myriad forms of 
divine benevolence, and we hope for the lifting of the veil 
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O Pristine, O Purified, O Puret © Pirse, oy a 
Ourward O Inward! Your Law as sanctified haa’ oO 
your muracles are dazzling and manifest. You siete 
inarrangement, the Last in finality. the Inward in he 

secrets, the Qurward in lights! You are the garhoe al 

virtue, the spokesman of union, the Imam ofthe 
of perfection, the possessor of beauty and rigor ye" 
the exclusive recipient of the Supreme Intercession are 
the lofuest and Inghest Praiseworthy Station Yours! 
unfurled Banner of Praise, and largesse. SM 
chivalry. and munificencet 





O master who has mastered over all masters, © into 
source upon whom the servanes rely! The disobet 
servants of your benefaction seck a means of appre 

through you, that their sins be forgiven, their fau, 
concealed, and their needs fulfilled sn this lower world 
the end of life, and after death ia 








Our Lord! We ask You by the supreme status of the 
Prophet in Your sight that You accept from us these 
supphtcations, that You elevate our ranks, that You fu 
on our behalf the rights we owe to others, and that You 
cause us to dwell in the Gardens and allow us to gize 
upon Your Noble Countenance in the presences of direct 
witnessing Join us with the Prophet, in the company of 
those upon whom You haye bestowed Your favor, {frome 
Prophets, she truthful, the martyrs, and the righteous (4°69) those of 
inimitable miracles and miraculous gifts. Grant us pardon 
and well being, along with benevolence in | Your] decree. 
Amin, O Lord of the World. 








Peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah 
how noble you are in the sight of Allah! 
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prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah— 
sa means of approach to Allah through you 


k: 
pe who see will never be disappointed! 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah — 
the angels sought intercession through you to Allah! 
and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah the Prophets 

receive their support through your succor 


prayers 
given exclusively to you by Allah! 


d Messengers 
= which has been 
ravers and sace be upon you O Messenger of Allak it is you who 
Fa a in friendship in the unseen and seen realms, 


took the saints in 
whereupon Allah turned ro them with care! 


prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah 
ne who travels upon your clear path and upholds your 
proof will be aided by Allah! 


prays and peacbe upon you O Messenger of allah -by Allah, the 
forsaken one is he who turns away from emulation of you! 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah — 
he who obeys you obeys Allah! 


Prayers and peace be upon you © Messenger of Allah — 
he who disobcys you disobeys Allah! 


Prayers and peace be upon you CO Messenger of Allah - 
he who approaches your door secking a means of approach 
through you will be accepted by Allah! 


Prayers and peace be upor you © Messenger of Allak— 
he who drops the baggage of his sins at your doorstep will 
be forgiven by Allah! 


Prayers and peace be upon you © Messenger of Allah— 
he who enters your inviolable sanctuary in a state of fear 
will be granted safety by Allah! 
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Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah —h, 
refuge with you and clings to the coat tails of 
be honored by Allah! 


le who Seeks 
YOU rank yi 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah—he who le, 
{others} by you and put his hopes in you wll ea 
deprived of your grace, by Allaht “Tbe 


Prayers and peace be upon you © Messenger of Allah —we 


; hope in you 
tercession and close company in the presen i 


Ce OF Allah: 





Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Alla —we 
a means of approach through you for acce 
that Allah turns to us! 


have Sought 
PtANCe, in hope 


Prayers and peace be upon you © Messenger of Allah—it is 
that we hope our objectives are attained, and 
fear not thirst! 


through 
you 
by Allah we 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah—your loy. 
your Umma stand at your door, © noblest 
of Allah’s creation! 


e°3 from 


Prayers and peace be upon you who are cur meen of approach Allah ye 
have journeyed to seck you out, and we have left all others 
besides you, O Messenger of Allah! 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah—the Arabs 
grant refuge to strangers and honor guests, and you, © 
Messenger of Allah, are the master of the Arabs 
and non-Arabs! 


Prayers and peace be upon you © Messenger of Allah—we have arrived 
in your locale, sought refuge in your person. and sworn 
solemn oaths to Allah by your life! You are the provider of 
succor and refuge, so grant us aid by your lofty honor that 
is never refused by Allah! 
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4 peace be upon you © Messenger of Allah, 
efs i ace be upon you © Prophet of Allah, prayers 
yer at i upon you © Beloved of Allah; prayers and 
and Pe yn you for as long as Allah's everlastingness 
pease bea prayers and peace that please You and make 


pleased with us, O Master, O Patron, O Allah! 
you 


eace be upon the Prophets and Messengers, 
iv lof the angels © Allah, be well-pleased 
and pea Companions lying next to our Prophet 
Maes. Abu Bake and ‘Umar. as well as*Uthman 
1d all of the other Companions entirely, and 
‘wed them with excellence until the Day of 





witl 
Muhamma 
and ‘Ali, ar 


fa 
naa Peace, blessings; and Allah's mercy be upon you, 


Ere of Allah; peace, blessings, and Allah's mercy be 
Oe re} Prophet of Allah, peace, blessings, and Allah’s 
ceo pon you, O Prophet of Allah. Peace be upon the 
rome rrophiets, and all praise is due to Allah 

the Lord of the Worlds. Amin! 





ey 


Thisis the prayer of our master Abu al-Mawahib al-Shadhili & 
(4.882 an), the eminent saint and famous gnostic. This prayer 
is to be read by visitors when they stand before the Prophetic 
Presence [in Medina] in their visitation (siyara). though there is 
noharm in reading it at every time and place. The one who reads 
this should bring to presence in his heart that he is standing in 
front of the Messenger of Allah & and addressing him with these 
formulas, for the wording of salutations in the greetings offered 
during the ritual prayer when the one praying says “Peace be upon 
you, O Prophet, and Allah's mercy and blessings” is just like this 
formula, and it too is an address to the Prophet & 
Shaykh Abu al-Mawahib began this formula by saying: 
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said about Shaykh Abu al-Mawahib al-Shadhii 





Aig tec uullas 





ates 


Inthe name of Allah the All- Merciful the 
All praise 1s due to Allah who sent to us th 
universal, lordly, divine. and sanctified seq 
and Messengers}, with the fragrant, 
general, perfect, and perfecting Muhammadan a 
ambergris Seal. 


Compassionate 
© Opener of 
uence fof Prope 


cific 
nd Ahmadan 


Benerous, sp, 


Therefore when one reads this formula he sho 
it The only reason I omitted it above was so that al 
[in this book] come one after another in sequence 


Curmaster and liege lord Shaykh ‘Abd al-Wahhab a-shy 
i a 


his Taae, 
Among them is my master Shaykh Muhammad Aby al. 
Mawahib al-Shadhili 8. He was one of che noble and esteemad 
masters, and one of the pious and well-grounded scholars. He 
8 was gwven the expressiveness of my master"Ali Abu al. Way’ 
and had composed rhythmic and lordly poems and written 
superb books on divinely vouchsafed knowledge. He authored 
the Canons of Laminous Wisdoms (Qawanin hikar al ‘shrag) detailing 
the sciences of the Folk [the Sufis]. It is a splendid work the 
likes of which has never been authored, and 
author's high station. 

[.] Abual- Mawahib would frequently see the Messenger 
of Allah & in his dreams. One time he said, “I said to the 
Messenger of Allah #, ‘People call me a liar and don't believe 
that I've seen you in my dreams.’ The Prophet & replied. By 
Allah’s Might and Magnificence, anyone who does not believe 
youand instead belies you concerning what you have seen, he 
will not die except as a Jew, Christian, or Magian!™” 














lustrates the 
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ld ad th 
ofthe pay, 


any 


sonore ocasion he said,“ dupatc had ansenbesween 

{1 sn from al- Azhar regarding the sayingof the author 
eh ah have mercy upon him) 
sche 

Aowedge that he isa man 
ec ate Baia 1 canton! 
ued, ‘He doesn't have any proof for that" I 

“The may tous has been reached regarding but he did 
celed is posicion, Suddenly I saw the Prophet & sitting 
potserR MY Fal-Azhar along with Abu Baks and Umar, and 
onthe re t 10 me, "Welcome dear beloved!’ Then he asked 
se ae onions, ‘Do you know what happened today? They 
bis Cog, O Messenger of Allah He said, “This wretched 
oo vsnd:so, believes that the angels are better than me! 
Cou hearing this they proclaimed, (O Messenger of Allah! 
vp is no one on the face of the earth better than you!” 
ee cad ’So what is wrong with this wretched person who 
pena lfe-and if be lives it wll be in ignominy. obscurity 
es astricton, bereft of good mention in this life or the 
sr eafter that he believes that no consensus has been 
reached concerning my superiority? Did he not know that 
fe Nurtailites’ opposition to AAI al-Sunna does not break 
the consensus?” 

{.] He also said, “1 saw the Messenger of Allah & and said 
tohim,-O Messenger of Allah, do not leave me" He said to 
ine'T shall never leave you, from now and until you come to 
meat the Pond of Kawthar and drink from it—For you recite 
Saraal-Kawthar and send prayers upon me. As for the reward 
ofthe prayers, { have gifted them to you. As for the reward 
of Kawthar, I have retained it for you later’ Then he said, 
“Whenever you see your own actions or ett in your speech, 
mmake sure you never neglect to say “I seek the forgiveness of 
Allah the Tremendous, there is no god but Him, the Living 
and the Self-subsistent, and to Him | repent. I ask Allah 
for repentance and forgiveness. for He is the Relenting, the 
Merciful 

He also said, “I saw the Messenger of Allah # and he 
kissed my mouth and said, ‘I kiss this mouth that sends one 
thousand prayers upon me in the day and one thousand prayers 
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upon me in the 
Weald be uf (indeed, 
al-Kawthar] was your night 
your supplication be “Allah, diminish my foul 
forge my slips” and then send prayers upon me 44 
and salurations upon the Messengers, anid all praises are de to by 
the Werlde) (37182) i 
He also sad, “I once hurried through ray invocation 
the Prophet # in order to finish my litany-- which a. 
thousand prayers upon him in total -and he & said 
“Do you not know that hastiness is from Satan> Tho, 
said ‘Invoke with measure and deliberation: “O ajjah 
prayers upon our master Muhammad, and upon the oe 
of our master Muhammad.” unless time is limited, in 2 
case there is no blame on you if you hurry through it 
he said, ‘What | have mentioned to you is the bes 
of action, any which way you send prayers is cons 
prayer. The best practice is for you to utter a. comple 
[upon me] in the beginning, even if only once, and 














“pon 
8 ong 
to me 









en 
t Course 
sidered 3 
© Prayer 


é s then to 
complete it with another” Then he & said. ‘The comple 


and perfect prayer is the following: “O Allah, Send prayer 

on our master Muhammad and upon the Family of out 
master Muhammad, ust as Y ou sene prayers upon our master 
Ibrahim and the Family of our master Ibrahir, and bless our 
master Muhammad and the Family of our master Muhammad 
justas You have blessed our master Ibrahim and the Family 
of our master Ibrahim in the worlds. Indeed, You are the 
Praiseworthy, the Glorious. Salutations be upon you, 0 
Prophet, and Allah's mercy and blessings!” 
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PRAYER FIFTY 


The Prayer of the Opener (Salat al-Fatih) 
of Shaykh Muhammad al-Bakri '°° 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad, the opener of what was closed", the 
seal of what had preceded", the helper of the truth by the 

Truth, and the guide to Your straight path. May Allah send 
prayers upon him, his Family, and his Companions as is 
truly merited by his greatness and magnificent rank. 





oe 


This prayer is from the eminent gnostic and notable scholar, the 
Pole of existence and scion of Abu Bakr al-Siddiq from whom 
he had inherited the station of supreme truthfulness (al-Siddigiyyd) 
and attained the loftiest reaches of mastery in the mystical divine 
sciences: our master and liege lord Abu al-Makarim Shaykh 
Muhammad Shams al-Din b, Abi al-Hasan al-Bakri—may Allah 
be pleased with him and his father and all of their forefathers and 
progeny. and may He benefit us by their blessings! 

As for the virtue and distinction of [this prayer], Shaykh 
Mustafa al-Bakri said in his commentary, “It is sufficient as a 
Virtue and honor that its compiler, my master Muhammad al- 
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(Qutbanspya) and spiritual advancement, received jt a Poles 

the bearer of the Message, the Beloved Intimate gt fon 

Recipient of Divine Speech [the Prophet s)” Neng and 
My master Ahmad al-Sawi has mentioned in his « 

on the litany of Shaykh Ahmad al-Dardir that this pemean 

salar al Fatt (the Prayer of che Opener) and is fron, ®t 

Muhammad al- Bakri. He said: MY masiee 


Among its benefits is that whoever recites it 
lifetime will not enter the Hellfire. Some 
single recitation of this prayer is equal to ten 
somne say six hundred thousand—other praye 
that whoever recites this prayer continuous! 
Allah will accept his repentance for all his 
recies this one thousand times during a Thursday, Frid, 
Monday night shall gather wich the Prophet & The recitaney 
of this prayer should commence after offering four unite 
prayer, in which one recites Suraal-Qadrin the fist unit San 
al-Zalzalain the second, Sura al-Kafirun in the third and te 
two Suras of secking refuge [Sura al-Falaq and Sura a Nay 
in the fourth After reading this prayer one should burn some 
aloeswood scent (Ud) Try this if you wish 


age Once in hig 
Ve said 

thousand nd 
5. Itis also sag 
y for Forty days 
sins. Whoever 


This prayer was also mentioned by al-Ustadh Sayyid Ahinad 
Dahlan (Allah have mercy upon him) in his compilation of 
prayers. He said: 


This prayer is ascribed to my master, the perfect pole and 
noble master of prophetic pedigree. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir 
al-Jilani & Iv is beneficial for beginners in the path as well as, 
those in the middle and the end. Many of the gnostics have 
noted its secrets and marvels that perplex minds, Whosocver 
recites it consistently onc hundred times cach day will have 
several veils removed from him, and will receive lights and 
facilitation of needs ro such an extent that only Allah knows 
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PRAYER FIFTY-ONE 


The Prayer of Those of High Resolve 
(Galat Uw al-Azm) | from Imam al-Jazuli & 


© Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad, and Adam, Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, 
‘Jucand the Prophets and Emissaries berween them. May 
Allah’s prayers and peace be upon them all 


— 


This is the Prayer of the Messengers of High Resolve Whoever 
recites it three times it is as if he has done a complete reading of 
Dalila! Rhayrat. The commentators on Dalai al khayrat have quoted 
this from its author, my master Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad b 

Sulayman al-Jazuli al-Sharif al-Hasani & 
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PRAYER FIFTY-Two 


The Prayer of Felicity 
Galat al-Saiada) 


© Allah, send prayers upon our master Muhammad 
the number of what is contained in Allah's knowledee 


everlasting by the everlastingness of Allah's doe! 


ion, 





rr, 


My master Ahmad al-Sawi mentioned that some have said that 
this prayer is equivalent to six hundred thousand other prayers 
He said, “It is recited for attaining felicity in the two Abodes 
[this life and the Next], and is called the Prayer of Fel ty" 
Al-Ustadh Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan said in his compilation of 
prayers, “One of the virtuous and excellent formulas is the Prayer 
of Felicity. It is said by some gnostics to be equal in reward to 
six hundred thousand prayers, and that whoever recites it one 
thousand times each Friday will be among those who enjoy elcy 
in both abodes...” 
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PRAYER FIFTY-THREE 


The Prayer of the Compassionate and Merciful 
(Salat al-Raiuf al- Rahim) 


Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad. the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
the possessor of tremendous qualities of character, and 

upon his Family, his Companions. and his wives—at every 
instant in time, equal to the number of everything 
new and ancient. 


or 


This prayer is called the Prayer of the Compassionate and 
Merciful. As my master Ahmad al-Sawi has said, it is one of 
the noblest formulas of prayer and should therefore be recited 
frequently, 
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PRAYER FIFTY-FOUR 


The Prayer of Perfection 
@ Salat al-Kamiltyya) 


O Allah, send prayers. peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad and his Family, equal to the number of 
Allah's perfection and as befits His perfection 


——_——<o__ 


My master Ahmad al-Sawi said, “This is che formula ofthe peopl 
of the spiritual path and it is known as the Prayer of Perfection 

Itis one of their important litanies recited ten times after each 
prayer, and recited one hundred times or more in other times [ts 
rewards are endless. which is why the people of the spiritual path 

have chosen it [for regular use]. Sayyid Muhammad b. ‘Abidin 
records in his thabat from Shaykh Abu al-Mawahib, the son of 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Baqi al-Hanbali, who reported that his father 
related from the erudite Ahmad al-Muqri al- Maliki who said that 
the reward for this noble prayer equals the reward for fourteen 
thousand [other] prayers. 
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PRAYER FIFTY-FIVE 


The Prayer of Bounties 
Galat al-Inam) 


blessings upon our 
Allah, send prayers, peace, an 
oA fubammad and his Family equal to the number of 
= ‘Allah's boanties and graces. 


eed 


My master Ahmad al-Sawi said, “This is the Prayer of Bounties 
andone of the doors to worldly and Afterworldly favors. The one 
who recites this prayer shall have an incalculable reward 
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jm Some of the gnostics have said that the one who 
prayer regularly should read it ten rimes each night 
undred times on Thursday night so he can attain 
dd great good, Allah willing 


burying hi 
reads this 
andone hi 
this virtue an 


PRAYER FIFTY-SIX 


The Prayer of the One of Lofty Rank 
(Galat al-Ali al-Qadr) 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad the Primordial Prophet, the Beloved 
of lofty rank and immense glory, and upon his 
Family and Companions 


SE EEEEEEne aaa 


This prayer. called the Prayer of the One of Lofty Rank, was 
quoted by Shaykh Ahmad al-Sawi in his commentary on the 
prayers of Shaykh Ahmad al-Dardir. It was also quoted by the 
erudite Muhammad al-Amir al-Saghir in his thabat, who related 
that Imam al-Suyuti said, “Whosoever reads it regularly ever, 
Thursday night. even if only once, will be buricd in his grave by 
none other than the Messenger of Allah & himself.” 
Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan said in his compilation 


[This is] one of the virtuous formulas. Many of the gnostics 
have said that whoever reads it regularly on Thursday nights 
even ifoaly once will, at the time of death and when entering 
the grave, have unveiled to his soul a similitude (mith!) of 
the Prophet's soul such that it is as if the Prophet himself is 
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PRAYER FIFTY-SEVEN 


The prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad al-Khujnadj 


© Allah, send prayers upon our master Muhammad and his 
Family—with a prayer that befits You and that befits him. 


$a 


This resplendent formula of prayer upon the best of creations 
been ascribed by al-Hafiz al-Salhawi (in al-Qaw! al bad’) to the 
teacher of his teachers, al-Jalal Abu Tahir Ahmad al-Khujnadi 
al-Hanafi al- Madani (d. 851 AH), nicknamed “He who is accepted 
by the Messenger of Allah” & (Magbul Rasulillah). owing to his 
preoccupation with reading this prayer. Al-Hafiz al-Suyuti has 
mentioned that it is equivalent [in reward] to ten thousand 
prayers 
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PRAYER FIFTY-EIGHT 


Aproyer upon she Prophet & transmitted by Jbn Abidin'® 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad. My efforts have become straightened—come 
to my aid, O Messenger of Allah! 


| 


[bn ‘Abidin records in his thabat, on the authority of his teacher 
Sayyid Muhammad Shakir al-'Aqqad, who reported on the 
authority of the pious servant Shaykh Ahmad al- Halabi of 
Damascus, who reported on the authority of the Mufti of 
Damascus, the erudite Hamid Effendi al-‘Imadi, who said that 
once a government minister in Damascus wanted to punish him, 
sohe spent the night in extreme worry and distress, That very 
night he saw our master the Messenger of Allah & in his dream 
and the Messenger of Allah eased his worries and taught him 
this formula, and said that if he reads it Allah will relieve him of 
his difficulty. After he woke up he began reading this prayer. and 


bythe Prophet's blessings 4 Allah relieved him of his difficulty. 
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PRAYER FIFTY-NINE PRAYER SIXTY 


The prayer of Shaykh Muhammad al-Sanusi The prayer of our master 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi & 


© Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master and lige 
lord Muhammad —with a prayer by which You alleviate my O Allah, send Your pre-eternal, beginningless, 
difficulty, relieve my worry, rescue me from my turbidity, cpetual, endless, and abiding prayer upon our master 
steady me from stumbling, and fulfill my need Pome a prayer which You sent upon him in 
the presence of Your pre-eternal knowledge, of which 
SS You sent down to Your angels in the presence of Your 
Speech, the Immense Quran, saying in the compassionate 
Muhammadan tongue € Verily Allah and His angels send prayers 
upon the Prophet, and addressing us with it along with 
greetings of peace so as to complete Your generosity and 
bestowal of favor upon us, saying €O you who believe, send prayers 
Know—may Allah grant you and me en: —that E P ying XO yo 
Koay lla ant youd me enaing are ht nent hited retin ofp) And 
say, complying with Your command and longing for the 


Most [igh, oris suffering from a worry or distress, or facing Fe , 
a tribulation that has descended upon him, should arise in ivine recompense that is with You: O Allah, send prayers 
the middle of the night, perform ablutions, offer two units of and peace upon our master Muhammad and upon his 


prayer (reciting whatever is easy for him [of the Quran]).and Family and Companions entirely—with a perpetual and 
then, after concluding his prayer, send one thousand prayers enduring prayer till the Day of Judgment, so that we find 






‘This prayer was mentioned by Shaykh al-Diyarbi in section 
thirteen of his collection of tried and true invocations (Muyjaraba) 
He said 








upon the Prophet & while [continuing] to face the Qibla, and it as a protection for us against the Blazing Fire of Hell.a 
make the last of them “© Allah, send prayers and peace upon deliverer for us—the first and last of us from the company 
cour master and liege lord Muhammad—with a prayerby which of the believers —to the Abode of Bliss, and a means of 
You alleviate my difficulty, relieve my worry. rescue me fe beholding Your Noble Countenance, © Tremendous! 


my turbidity, steady me from stumbling, and fulfill my need” 


The does that then Allah will relieve him of his difficulty. 
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‘hisnoble prayer is from our master and lege lord, theo 
divine sciences and the learned master in the lands of the Le 
spect aie and gallant verifying scholar, the supreme yan 
rnd eteered refuge—Shajkh Abd al-Ghani al-Nabuls 
wr), may Allah be pleased with him and allow us to benefy fa? 
his bleseings. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi concluded so 
this prayer in his commentary on the prayer of al-Shaykh : 
[Akbar Sayyidi Muhyi al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi. .. He said at the end f 
the commentary: . 
And we [alNabulsi] havea noble and subtle prayer Allah 
blessed us with during a lordly spiritual state. There is no 
harm in appending it here at the end of the commentary 
on the prayers of out perfected and ealized master, he 
Muhammadan Heir, Muhyi al-Din Tbn ‘Arabi—may Allah 
Most High illuminate our hearts with the secrets of his 
sciences and the lights of His divine self-disclosures in the 
traces of his [Ibn ‘Arabi's] understandings, for perchance the 
fragrant brecres Wf scocptince wil blow uponus anid perflane 
us with the fine scent of union. 


ean of 
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PRAYER SIXTY-ONE 


The prayer of our master Shaykh 
Muhammad al-Budayri &" 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, the Opener, the Seal, the perfect Messenger, 
and comprehensive mercy. and upon his Family. his 
Companions, and his beloveds—by the number of the 
objects of Allah's knowledge and by the perpetuity of 
Allah, May it be a prayer that is well-pleasing to You, 
our Lord, and a fulfillment of his right. ] beseech You 
through him to grant me the best of companions, the 
casiest of paths, the most beneficial of knowledge, the most 
righteous of works, the mast spacious of abodes, the most 
comfortable of lives, and the finest and most 
expansive of provisions! 


——————__~ 


This noble prayer was found in various compilations and ascribed 
: the erudite knower of Allah, Shaykh Muhammad al-Budayri 
' Dimyati, famously known as Ibn al-Mayyit. He said, “I placed 
ri poe in Allah that anyone who reads this prayer regularly, even 
ly seven times a day, will attain felicity in this abode and the 


209 


Next, and will be clevatec 
are governed b 
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PRAYER SIXTY-TWO 


The prayer of Shaykh Muhammad 
Haggi Effendi al-Nazili &"6 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad with every glance and every breath, by the 
number of everything thar is known to You. 


i 


This noble prayer was mentioned by the Shaykh and gnostic 
Muhammad Hagqi Effendi al-Nazili i 


Khasinat al-asrar, He said: 


Inthe year 1261 au in the Mahmudiya seminary in Medina the 
Iumined, my Shaykh and source. Shaykh Mustafa al-Hindi. 

d me with his chain. 1 requested him to give me a 
umber of special formulas of remembrance that would aid in 
unveiling sacred knowledge and drawing close to Allah Most 
High and reaching the Messenger of Allah #. He taught me 
Ayatal- Kursi and the following prayer: *O Allah. send prayers 
and peace upon our master Muhammad with every glance 
and every breath, by the number of everything that is known 
to You.” He said to me, “If you are constant in this you will 
Feceive the mystical sciences and mysteries directly from the 
Prophet 4 until you are under his spiritual Muhammadan 
training,” He also sai tried and tested, and So-and-so 


and So-and-so tried it"—and he named many of the brethren 














an 


to read this prayer one hundred times on, th 
sapere this and I saw the Prophet & in a dream eo 
wae rome “1 shall ntercede for you, your parents, and yes 
brothers By the power of Allah I found this prayer ju 
the Shaykh said (may Allah sanctify his secret)! | |, later told 
nan ofthebrethren abour this prayer and saw that those wie 
were constant in it guned astomshing spiritual secrets the lies 
jftuch | have not obtained. This prayer contains within s 
‘many mysteries ~and chis indication should suffice you 
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PRAYER SIXTY-THREE 


The Prayer of Relief (al-Salat al-Tafrijiyya) 


O Allah, send a perfect prayer and complete greeting of 
peace upon our master Muhammad—the one by whom 
difficulties are alleviated, distresses are relieved, needs are 
faldlled, and aspirations and good endings are attained, 
and by whose noble face rain-laden clouds are sought—and 
upon his Family and Companions, with every glance and 
every breath, by the number of everything 

thar is known to You. 


i 


This prayer, called the Prayer of Relief (al-Salat al Tafrifiyya), was 
mentioned by the Shaykh and gnostic Muhammad Haqqi Effendi 
al-Nazili in Khasinat al-asrar He quoted. [mam al-Qurtubi who said: 


Whoever reads this prayer 141 times or more regularly each 
day, Allah will rclieve his distress and anxiety. alleviate his 
worries and problems, facilirare his needs. enlighten his 
innermost being, exalt his rank, improve his condition, 
expand his provision, open for him the doors of goodness 
and excellences with increase, grant him influence, make him 
safe from the vicissitudes of time and the evil afflictions of 
hunger and extreme poverty, and place love for him in the 
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hearts of other people~and there is nothing he asks of ay 
except that “Allah will give it to him lah 
These benefits, however. are not obtained nes 
condition is met, namely that the prayer be read rep. on® 
This prayer is one of Allah's treasures. and its invest 
a key to Allah's treasure stores, Allah grants an opens 
those of His servants who read this prayer regularly. ana eso 
He causes them to arrive at what He wills for them byit 


Elkewhere in Khana var Shaykh Muhammad Hones ttf 
‘Ndi 


al-Nazili said: 


And among the tried and tested prayers isthe Prayer of Releg 
(ai Salat al Tafiyiyya) from al-Quetubi, Those in the Maghreb 
call it the Fiery Prayer (al Salat al Nartyya), and that is because 
when they wish to obtain something that is sought after o¢ 
aver someting undesirable, they come together in a single 
gathering and read this prayer 4.444 times and quickly obeeig 
whar they were secking 

The people of mystical secrets call it the Key to the 
Encompassing Treasure for Obtaining the Servants 
Wants (Mifiah al Kane al Muhst li Nayl Murad al Abid), and ag is 
“O Allah, send a perfect prayer and complete Breeting of 
peace upon our master Muhammad- the one by whom 
difficulties are alleviated, distresses are relieved, needs are 
fulfilled. and aspirations and good endings are attained, and 
by whose noble face rain laden clouds are sought—and upon 
his Tamily and Companions, with every glance and even, 
breath, by the number of everything that is known to You." | 
received a license for this prayer in this wording from Shaykh 
Muhammad al Sanusi arop Mount Qubays [in Mecca}. after 
which I received a licence for it from Shaykh al- Maghribi 
followed by Shaykh Sayyid Zayn b Makki, may Allah be 
pleased with them all 

Shaykh Muhammad al-Sanusi said, “Whosoever ccads it 
regularly eleven times each day. then it is as if it [the prayer] 
sends down provision from the heavens and causes it to sprout 
from the earth.” 
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[mam al-Dinawuri said, “Whosoever reads this prayer 
leven times after the end of each [obligatory] prayer and 
opts itas hs regular litany will never have his provision cut 
adopt pe will tain lofty degrees anda sanctuary of wealth 
wrhosoerer reads it forty-one times regularly after the Dawn 
raver each day will lso obtain bis wants. Whosoever reads 
peyne hundred times cegulacly wall attain what he seeks after 
vied more than he desired, Whosoever reads it regularly each 
gay 313 cimes~-the number of the Emissaries, upon whom 
ge peace~for the unveiling of secrets, then he will behold 
cverything that he wanted (0 see, Whosoever reads it regutarly 
so00 times daily will receive what cannot be described by 
those gifted at description ~ what no eye has ever seen, what 
‘no ear has ever heard, and what has never occurred to the 





heart of man.” 
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PRAYER SIXTY-FOUR 


The Prayer of Tremendousness (al-Salat al. 


Azimiy 
of our master Shaykh Ahmad b, Idris ns =e 


OAlllah, verily I ask You by the Light of Allah's 

tremendous Countenance"”, who filled the pillars of 

Allah's tremendous Throne", and by whom Allah's worlds 
were established"® - chat You send prayers upon our liege 
lord Muhammad the possessor of 


tremendous rank, and 
upon the Family of the tremendous Prophet of Allah, 


as great in magnitude as Allah's tremendous Essence 
with every glance and breath, and as many times as the 
number of what is contained within the knowledge of 
Allah, the Tremendous. with a prayer that is perpetual by 
the perpetuity of Allah, the Tremendous [This f ask] out 
of reverence for your right, © liege ord, O Muhammad, 
© Possessor of Tremendous Character. And send peace 
upon him and his Family with the like thereof Join us 
together just as You have joined the soul (rut) with the 
self (raf) - outwardly and inwardly, in wakefulness and 
in sleep, and make him, © Lord. a soul for my essence" it 
every aspect, in the lower world before the Hereafter 
O Tremendous. 
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PRAYER SIXTY-FIVE 


Another prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad b. Idris & 


Q Allah, send prayers upon the flood of the greatest 
realities; the secret of the divine retreat on the night 
of the Nocturnal Journey”, the crown of the divine 
kingdom, the well-spring of existent realities; the vision of 
existence, the secret of spiritual witnessing, the truth of 
the Essential Reality and the absolute reality of the uticen 
things witnessed'**; the detail of the universal generality'”; 
the greatest sign in manifestation and nearness, the’ breath 
of the spiritual breaths, the sum of material forms", the 
Throne of the thrones of the Essence'*, the embodiment 
of the perfections that proceed from the divine name al- 
Rahman (the All-Merciful)'®, the Preserved Tablet of 
Your treasured knowledge", the secret of Your hidden 
book that is < touched by naught save the pure) (56:79). O opener 
of existents!"® O gathering-point of the two oceans of 
realities, the beginningless and everlasting!" O essence of 
the beauty of all created and existentiated things! O center- 
Point of all theophanies! © you who are the well-spring of 
the life of beauty from which splashed droplets that were 
transformed by the ruling of divine will into all originated 
things"™ © meaning of the book of boundless beauty in 
whose presence all beauties retreated in solitude to read 
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the delimited letters of its beauty! © he for ae 
realities of perfection have draped the veil hety ao the 
and the rest off creation, and have concurred ee (him 
manifest to creation except through means of yoy, th ~ 
of the springs of the beaming lights of glorificy MO fone 
you for whose perfections all of the divine beaut 8 ( 
yearned’ © precious ruby of pre: eternity! ¢) on loving 
of all perfections! Intellects, understandings, 1 hagney 
and indced all Faculties of perception have despre" 
ever reading the inscribed lines of your M Ae of 
essentialities. and of ever grasping the reality humadan 
hidden divinely vouchsafed sciences! How couldnt, 
otherwise, O Messenger of Allah, when all of hee 
near have read the reality of the theophanies fron 4 
Preserved Tablet of your essential reality? May ae 
send prayers upon you, © beauty of cremtion, for wen 
not for you, not even the minutest of minutia would | it 
manifested in the cosmos! a 
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PRAYER SIXTY~-SIX 


Another prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad b. Idris & 


© Allah, send prayers upon our liege lord and master 
Muhammad --Your resplendent light and the manifestation 
of your flowing secret, by whose beauty You embroidered 
the cosmos, and by whose sublime majesty You adorned 
the receptacles"; the light of his reality being the means 
by which You opened the manifestation of the world, 
and whose perfection You sealed with the secrets of his 
prophethood.” The forms of beauty manifested from his 
effusion into the best of moulds, and were it not for him 
no form would manifest from the perished non-existence. 
No famished person secks Your aid through means of 
him execpt that he is sated: no thirsty person seeks Your 
aid through means of him except that he is quenched: no 
frightened person seeks Your aid through means of him 
except that he enjoys security; and no beleagucred person 
seeks Your aid through means of him except that he is 
rescued indeed 1 am beleaguered, I therefore seck Yout 
succor and seck a downpour of Your expansive mercy from 
the treasure stores of Your Jargesse; so help me, O Merciful, 
who, when Ile looks with the Eye of His clemency and 
pardon, no sin can manifest with the exaltedness of His 
clemency and the magnificence of His pardon! Forgive me, 
turn to me in repentance, and pardon me, O Generous! 
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PRAYER SIXTY-SEVEN 


Another prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad b, lai 


© Allah, send prayers upon the essence of the ocean ofthe 
nondctimited divine realin'™ and the source of the delimited 
subtleties of the created realm: the form of beauty and 
the rising point of majesty. the uleimate mirror of divinity 
and the secret of nondelimited unity™; the throne of the 
Essence's rising. the face of the beauties of the attributes, 
the one who, with the bright sun of the reality of his mose 
precious essence. removes the veil of darkness from the 
face of the theophany of the holiest divine perfection." 
He is the inscribed book of the gatheredness of the Absolute 
Oneness of the Essence of the Real, in the wriralled parchment 
of the theophanies of the divine affair, called “creation” 
in the multiplicity of their forms, and the right side of the 
Mount Tur of spiritual realities spoken to Musa in the Holy 
Presence: €indecd Lam Allah there is no yod but Me).'** O perfect 
of essence! © beautiful of attributes! © furthest aim! O 
light of the Real! © lamp of the worlds! O Muhammad! O 
Ahmad! © Abu al-Qasim! Far too exalted and sublime is 
your beauty to be perceived by man, and far too magnificent 
is your majesty to be fathomed by the heart! May Allah 
Glorified and Exalted is He, send prayers and peace upon 
you, O Messenger of Allah, O mirror of the Supreme 
Divine Perfections! 
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PRAYER SIXTY-EIGHT 


“Another prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad b. Idris & 


© Alllah, send prayers upon the Sultan of the presences 
of the Essence, the rein holder of the thcophanies of the 
attributes, the pivot of the worlds of div iniry, the vantage 
point on the Day of the supreme visitation in Your 
Paradisiacal assembly places'#, the towering wave of the 
oceans of the Absolure Oneness of the Essence", the 
Talisman of the treasures of the divine mystical sciences, 
the Lote-tree of the furthest boundary (sidra muntaha) of 
the qualitative and creational encompassments, and the 
oft frequented house (buy! maimur) of the theophanies of 
the essence. He is the supreme pond of divinity that gives 
the oceans of the waves of the cosmos’ outward forms the 
effusions of the realities of his breaths. He is the Pen of 
divine omnipotence in the realm of immensity who writes 
in the tablet of his self what was and what shall be of the 
beauties of the world and its changes. He is the beauty 
of every divinely-instilled form, and their secret in the 
unscen and seen. He is the majesty of every meaning of 
perfection, beginning and repeated. He is the expressive 
tongue of the boundless divine knowledge. the reciter of 
the Quran of the realities of his essence’s beauty from the 
hidden book of the unseen reality of his attributes. He 
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is the gathereredness of gatheredness and the Fei 
of separation wherein there is neither gathered ee 
separation. There is no tongue of creation that a 
you to the fullest extent {that you merit]. May Ally os 


prayers and peace upon you, our master and 
O Muhammad! ‘elo 





a 


‘These prayers are from my master, the prodigious 

famous saint, the ocean of the Shariah, the Spina ree Hf 
the Ultimate Realty, Ahmad b. Idris (4.1252. 4H) of the lant 
order. which is a branch of the Shadhili order.. “e 

{As for the first prayer, my master Ahmad b. Idris receiv 

‘on two occasions one time directly from the Prophet & witho : 
intermediary, and a second time from our master Khide az yy 
master Ahmad b. Idris 3 said, “I met with the Prophet & in) 
wakeful state and Khidr was in his company, The Prophet 
ordered Khidr to invest me with the litanies of the Shadhili orde: 
and so he gave them to me in the Prophet's presence. The Prophet 
& chen said to al-Khidr, ‘O Khidr, give him what unites all of 
the remembrances, invocations, and prayers for forgiveness, and 
what is superior in zeward and greater in number” Khide replied 
“What is that, O Messenger of Allah’ The Prophet & said, ‘Say 


SKE pis I Fg abl hts S28 aa ay 


Lest 


abl le a5 


“There is no god but Allah, Muhammad és the Messenger of Allah with 
every glance and every breath, by the munber of what is encompased it 
Alas knowledge.”” 
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Khide] said ic, and I said it after him and the Prophet 
andeor apse times. Then he said, Say © Al 1 ah Yu by 
s rep al tremendous face... [the Prayer of Tremendousness}.’ 


sht ch 
tel he said, ‘Say: 





opi po Na ollpacial ie 
Sy pei t Seschos 


5 (Ob 
yo Lats Lass oy fess Late dts 
of oot gioits SS JES et G0 iy 


it “ Atal oil - Sa 45 elas Lot Las 
patho dally Bele sie o eh Yodi 


pb acyl te 5365 @ Lal Aes; © Susi 


DE gS abt DUB 51445 a SY as; 
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“1 seek the forgiveness of Allah the Tremendous, He 
besides whom there is no god—the Living, the Self- 
subsistent. the Forgiver of sins, the Possessor of Majesty 
and Honor—and | turn to Him in repentance from all 
acts of disobedience, all sins and misdeeds. and from every 
sin I have committed intentionally and unintentionally, 

outwardly and inwardly, in statement and in action, 
my every movement and stillness, in my passing thoughts 
and my breaths ~by the number of what is encompassed 
in [divine] knowledge and enumerated in the Book and 
inscribed by the Pen, and by the number of what was 
brought into being by divine omnipotence and determined 
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by divine will. by the ink of Allah's words, as bef; 
majesty of our Lord's Courntenance, beauty, and pec the 
as our Lord loves and is pleased.” Perfection, 
“This 1s the Great Invocation for Seekin 
Khide (peace be upon him and our Prophe ens 
both of them, and lo | was clothed in light and Sine 
Muhammadan Strength (Qunwa Mukammadiyya) and » 
divine sights." Then the Prophet & said to me, ‘Q Bee led 
have given you the keys to the heavens and the earth [,n! 
aforementioned invocations].” Then the Messenger Lhe. the 


S Said by 
it afer 
ted wi 


invested me wich these prayers without an intermediog 
I began to give them to the spiritual aspirants (muridin) eas 


Prophet & gave [them] to me.” 
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PRAYER SIXTY-NINE 


The prayer of Sayyidi Shaykh 
Hasan Abu Halawa al-Ghazsi 3 


Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, the Beloved and Cherished, the healer of 


maladies and reliever of worries—and upon his 
Family and Companions 


— 


This prayer is tried and true for relieving difficulties In the year 
1306H L received this prayer along with a licence for it from my 
master, the renowned saint Shaykh Hasan Abu Halawa al-Ghazzi. 

resident of Jerusalem, | had complained to him about some of 
the stress and anxiety I was experiencing at the time, and after 
repeating this prayer for as long as Allah had willed, Allah—by His 
grace and largesse and the blessing of prayers upon the Prophet 
with this noble formula—relieved my difficulty and caused me 
to attain far more than I had initially hoped. 
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PRAYER SEVENTY 


The Greatest Prayer (al-Salat al-Kubra) 
of Shaykh Abd al- Qadir al-Jilani 
‘(Certainly shere has come t0 you a Messenger from your 
‘own, 
Ii grees hi that you should suffer; is fil of neers oe 
and he ic withthe blievers, meri) (9-128) 

T worship Allah, my Lord, and I do not associate 
anything with Him © Allah, [ask You by all of Your 
Beautiful Names— there is no god but You, Glorified 
are You!—ro send prayers upon Muhammad and the 

Family of Muhammad, just as You have sent prayers upon 
Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim. Verily You are the 
Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 


© Allah, send prayers and abundant greetings of peace 
upon Muhammad the Primordial Prophet, and upon his 
Family and Companions. 


May Allah send prayers upon Muhammad and the Family 
of Muhammad, with a prayer that befits him 


© Allah, © Lord of Muhammad and the Family of 
Muhammad! Send prayers upon Muhammad and the 
Family of Muhammad, and reward 
Muhammad as befits him. 
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ed of the seven heavens and Lord of the 
< eae pias cour Lord and the Lord of all things, 
Tremendoffo revealed the Torah, the Gospel, the Psslms. 
the Om wn ndous Criterion (the Quran)! © Allah, You 
and the pat so there is nothing before You, You are the 
2 Oo et is nothingafter You, You are the Outward, 
Last et pothing manifest above You: and You ate the 
nie so there is nothing more hidden than You! Thus 
to You is all praise, there 15 no god except You, Glorified are You, 1 
aa eaal aman the wrorglee!p (2187). Whatever Allah has 
Mal come to pass, and whatever He does not will 
sill not come to pass. There is no strength 
except by Allah. 


© Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant and 
Propher and Messenger, with a blessed and fine prayer, 
justas You commanded us to send prayers upon him—and 
geant him abundant peace 


© Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad till nothing of 

Your prayers remain, extend Your mercy to Muhammad 

till nothing of Your mercy remains; and bless Muhammad 
till nothing of Your blessings remain.** 


© Allah, grant prayers and peace, and triumph and 
success, and perfection and completion, and purification 
and supreme gain, and complere fulfillment and fortune. 
through the most superior of benedictions and the most 
abundant of favors and salutations upon Your servant 
and Prophet and Messenger, our master and patron 
Muhammad— may Allah send prayers and peace upon him, 
who is the dawning lights of Divine Oneness, the rising 
of the sun of Lordly secrets, the splendor of the moon of 
eternal divine realities, the Throne of the presence of the 
Presences of the All- Merciful”, the light and resplendence 
of every Messenger—4 Ya Sin, By the Wise Quran, You are certainly 
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ofthe Messengers. Upon a straight path. (3641— 4) (te 


and guidance of every Prophet~ (That ste =a the secre: 
Almighty the Al owing} (6.96) and the essence ang St 
of every saint Fadianee 


Peace! — such és the statement of an All-Mercifal Lord, ) (36.58) 
“) (36.58) 


O Allah, send prayers and peace uy 
the Primocdial Prophet, the Arabians thet ne 
Hashimi, the Abtahi'#, the Tihami"™ the Meccan 
the Crown and the nobility, the master of good, St 
righteousness, he of the military campaigns and e and 
battle and jihad, of booty and apportioned spoit hat 
signsand miracles and dazzling portents,he ofthe” 
and the head-shaving and the tbiya'°and of sal 
Marwa and the Sacred Precinct and the Station and ible 
and the Prayer-niche and pulpit: he ofthe Prarenoey 
Station and the Pond frequented [by his Unimaon the tg 
Day]; he of the Intercession and the prostration to the 
Worhipped Lord; he of the pelting of the stones [at Mig] 
and the standing at Arafat; he of the cowering Standard 
and the majestic speech; and he of the Sincere Word and 
truthfulness and complete acknowledgment! 


© Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, and upon the Family of our master 
Muhammad, with a prayer that delivers us from all trials 
and animosities, from all terrors and tribulations, and by 
which You save us from all discords, sicknesses, afflictions, 
and diseases, and by which You purify us from all faults 
and sins, and by which You forgive us for all misdeeds, and 
by which You erase from us all errors, and by which You 
fulfill for us all the needs we seek after, and by which You 
raise us to the loftiest of degrees in Your Presence. and by 
which You cause us to attain to the most laudable aims in 
all forms of goodness, in this life and after death. 
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lah, O Answerer of the supplications! O 


OAIL 
re) aes You to grant me, throughout the duration of 
Allah 2. after my death, multiples upon multiples of 


my Hl lion prayers and gecetings of peace multiplied 
are value of the like thereof, upon Your servant and 
roe Mou master Muhammad the Primordial Prophet 
Prop! ‘d ‘Arabian Messenger, and upon his Family and 
« umanions, and upon his children, wives, progeny, the 
copes of his Houschold, and his in-laws and Helpers. 
a bit supporters and followers, and his freed bondsmen 
and his servants and sentinels! My God, cause every 
prayer to surpass and excel the prayers of the inhabitants 
of the heavens and earths who send praycrs upon him, 
commensurate with his supreme rank that You preferred 
forhim over all of Your creatures. O Noblest of the Noble. 
© Most Merciful of the Merciful. {Our Lord, accept from us, 
indeed You are the All-Learing the All-Knowing. And relent toward us, 


indeed You are the Relenting, the Compassionate!» (2:127—128) 


O Allah, send prayers, peace. and honor upon our master 
and patron Muhammad, Your servant, Your Prophet. 
Your Messenger, the Primordial Prophet, the perfect 

liege lord, the Opener and the Seal; the letter Aa’ of mercy 

(alma), che letter mim of sovereignty (mult), and the letter 

de of perpetuity (dawarn); the ocean of Your lights, the mine 

of Your secrets, the expressive tongue of Your proof, the 
bridegroom of Your kingdom, the most preeminent of 

Your creatures, Your choice servant whose light preceded 

creation, and whose appearance is a metcy to the worlds; 
the Chosen One, the Selected, the Preferred, the Recipient 
of divine pleasure, the reality of divine solicitude [to 
eteation), the adornment ofthe Resurrection, the treasure 
of guidance; the Imam of the court of the divine presence, 
the trustee of the kingdom, the embroidery of the gown of 
honor, the tceasure of the Ultimate Reality, the Sun of the 
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Law, the remover of the shadows of darkness, 

the religion, the Prophet of mercy, and the Tira 

the Umm on the Day of Resurrection=the Day 8° 
voices will be subdued and eyes will be oan Which 


the Victor op 


© Allah, send prayers and peace upon our 
Prophet Muhammad. the brillant light tegen 
splendor, the possessor of the secret of the Torah ofM 
and the essence of the Gospel of ‘Isa (may Allah « 
His prayers and peace upon him and them’), the 
of the starless celestial sphere in the inner recess 
was a hidden treasure and desired to be known” 
handsome light of the Holy Spirit in the manifestatio, 
“therefore I created creatures and made Mysclf knows 
them, so through Me they came to know Me” [Hei] 
sweetness of the eye of certitude and the mirror of thoy 
endowed with high resolve among the Emissaries, by which 
they witness the Manifest and True King (He is] the ligt 
of the lights of the sights of the ennobled Prophets. tke 
locus of Your vision, the expansiveness of Your mercy 
to the worlds of the first and the last—~may Allah Most 
High send prayers upon him and his brethren among 
the Prophets and Emissaries, and upon his Family and 
Companions, fine and pure! 


Musa, 
end 
Gazer 
es OF | 


and the 


O Allah. grant prayers and peace, and triumph and 
success, and perfection and completion, and purification 
and supreme gain, and complete fulfillment and fortune, 
through the most superior of benedictions and the most 

abundant of favors and salutations upon Your servant and 
Prophet and Messenger-—with a prayer and greeting that 
constantly descend from the horizon of the innermost 
reality of the divine essence to the celestial sphere of the 
manifestations of the names and the attributes, and which 
ascend to the presence of the Lote-tree of the Furthest 
Boundary of the gnostics, to the center of the majesty of 


230 


¢—upon our master and patron Muhammad, 
sre Your Prophet and Your Messenger, 
whom the lordly scholars have certainty 
Nee ae Cima yagi). the one through whom the 
throug vided Caliphs Rave certainty through perception 
Fan), and the one through whom che ennobled 
eae certainty through self-realization (hagg al 
thaw who wandered in heights oF is mae. 
vvoys endowed with firm resolve; and he whose 
ce Lin aoe mighty angels bewildered and pezplexed, 
To him was revealed in the Tremendous Quran in a clear 
-Seibe decion: Alla has cra showrgrac tthe blwers by 
sending 10 ther a Messenger, from their own, who recites 10 them Eis verses 
and purifies them, and instructs them in the Scripture and the Wisdom, 


though before chat they were fr manifest error.) (3:164) 


© Allah, send prayers and peace of Your Essence upon 
the presence of Your attributes [the Prophet]"". who 
gathers every quality of perfection, who is described by the 
“ctributes of majesty and beauty, and who is transcendent 
beyond peers among creation— [he who is] the well-spring 
of lordly gnostic sciences and the provident care of divine 
secrets, the ultimate aim of the petitioners and the proof 
for every bewildered spiritual traveller; [he is] Muhammad 
the praiseworthy in his attributes and essence, and Ahmad 
the most active in praise among those who have preceded 
and those yet to come, Grant him abundant peace from the 
beginning of the first to the farthest reach of eternity so 
that there may be no number to count it and no duration 
in time to end it. And be pleased with his followers in 
the Shariah, the Spiritual Path (Tariga), and the Ultimate 
Reality (I lagiga), among the Companions, the scholars, and 
the people of the Spiritual Path—and make us, O Patron, 
among them in reality, amin! 


he clear light 
Your servant 


vit) 
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© Allah, send prayers and peace upon our maste, 
Muhammad and upon the Family of our maste, 
Muhammad —the opening of the doors to Your Prese: 
the essence of Your solicitude for Your creation, ye" 
‘Messenger to Your jinn and humans, the one wie in 
unique in his essence and to whoun the clear verses wer 
revealed, [he who is] the pardoner of lapses. the chiefiain, 
all masters, the obliterator of polytheism and misguidens 
wath the sharp-edged swords, the enjoiner of good ana”? 
forbidder of evils; [he who is] inebriated by the drink of 
direct witnessing —our master Muhammad, the best of 
creation, may Allah send prayers and peace upon him! 


© Allah, send prayers and peace upon he who possesses 
pleasant character, well-pleasing qualities, statements 
congruent with sacred law, spiritual states reflective of 
the Ultimate Reality, pre-eternal solicitudes, cternal 
felicities, Meccan Openings, Medinan Manifestations, 
Divine perfections, Lordly features of prominence, and 
the secret of creation —[he who is] our intercessor on the 
Day of our resurrection and the one who seeks forgiveness 
for us in the presence of our Lord; he who invites to You, 
who is emulated by the one who desires to arrive unto 
You, and who is intimate with you and estranged from 
“other than You,” so that he took delight in the light of 
Your Essence and returned through You, and not through 
any other besides You, and witnessed Your oneness in 
Your multiplicity, and You spoke to him with Your 
theophanic expression and strengthened him with Your 
perfection: ¢0 proclaim openly what you are commanded and turn away 
_from the idol-worshippers.) (1:94) [Hee is] the one who invokes 
You in the night, fasts for Your sake in Your day, and is 
known to Your angels as the best of Your creation 


Allah, we seek a means of approach unto You through 
the letter embracing the meanings of Your perfection"! 
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ask You by You to show us the face of our Prophet &, 
we 28 ce from us the existence of our sins by the direct 
to sing of Your beauty, and to make us absent from our 
Wine yes by being in the seas of Your lights, preserved 
oe worldly preoccupations and yearning for You and 
epsent [from all others] through You. O He! O Allah! 
G He! O Allah! O He! O Allah! There is no god besides 
‘You! Give us from the drink of Your love and plunge 
us into the seas of Your Absolute Oneness so that we 
evel in the delight of Your Presence, and so that You, 
by Your grace and mercy, remove from us the illusions 
(Gun) of Your creation. Enlighten us with the light of 
obedience to You and guide us and do not lead us astray 
Grant us keen awareness of our own faults, away from the 
faults of others—by the right of our Prophet and master 
Muhammad, may Allah send prayers and peace upon him 
and his Family and Companions, the lamps of existence 
and the people of witnessing, O Most Merciful of the 
Merciful, we ask You to join us with them and to gift us 
with their love—O Allah! © Living! O Self-subsistent! 
© Possessor of Majesty and Honor! {0 our Lord, accept 
from us, indeed You are the All-Hearing, the All Knowing, And turn to 
usin repentance, for You alone are the Relenting, the Compassionate. 
(2:127-128) And grant us a beneficial gnosis, indeed You 
have power over all things. O Lord of the Worlds, O Most 
Merciful of the Merciful! We ask You to provide us a 
vision of the face of our Prophet in our sleep and in our 
wakefulness, and we ask You to send upon him a prayer 
and peace that last until the Day of Judgment, and we ask 
You to bless the best of us and ro be for us. 


O Allah, make the best of Your prayers, Your most 
expansive blessings. and the purest of Your benedictions in 
virtue and number, always and forever upon the noblest of 

the creation from mankind and jinn—the gathering point 
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of all the realities of faith; the manifestatio, 
theophanies of perfection; the locus of the 
mysteries, the middle of the necklace of th 
forefront of the army of the Messengers; tl 
noble prophetic cavalry; the best of creation al 
bearer of the Standard of the highest honor aan a 
the reins of the most august glory; the witness to the a 
ecernal secrets and lights, the interpceter of the pre Po 
expressions; the well-spring of knowledge, forbearance Ny 
wisdom; the manifestation ofthe universal and pont ad 
secrets of beneficence: the pupil of the eye of the Righe. 
and lower worlds, the soul of the body of the two ren 
the essence of life in the two abodes, the one whe har 
fully realized the highest ranks of servitude: the one wh 
has adorned himself with the qualities of the statione 
of chosenness (al-istifatyya) the greatest intimate friend 
(Khalid) and noblest beloved—our master Muhammad, 
the son of ‘Abdullah, the son of Abd al-Muttalib—and 
may prayers and salutations of peace be upon his Family 
and Companions by the number of the objects in Your 
knowledge and the ink of Your words, for every time the 
people of remembrance remember You and for every time 
the people of heedlessness neglect to remember You, And 
send upon him abundant salutations of peace. 


0 Of the divine 
All- Merciful 
© Prophets: the 
he leader of the 








© Allah, we seek a means of approach unto You through 
his light permeating existence, that You enliven our heart 
with the light of the life of his heart that encompasses 
all things in mercy, knowledge, and guidance—as a glad 
tidings for the Muslims. [We ask that] You expand our 
breasts with the light of his expansive breast*—(Wchme 
nleced nothing inthe Book)p (6-38)'"'—as an illumination anda 
reminder for the God-conscious. [We ask that] You purify 
our souls with the purity of his pure and well-pleasing soul, 
and to teach us with the lights of the sciences of (And We 
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assed all things in a clear fam. (36.12) [We ask that 

juve er within us his secrets by the rays of Your Tighe 

Re, You make us absent from ourselves in the truth of his 

ust iy, 30 that he is the living and subsistent within us— by 

rage everlasting sell-subsistence—so that we may live the 
life of eternity through his spirit. 


May Allah send prayers and abundant peace upon him 
his Family. and Companions, amin’ [Grant us this] 
through Your grace and mercy upon us, O Tender One, 
( Generous Bestower. O All- Merciful, and grant us the 
reception of Your theophanies, through the theophanic 
disclosures of Your encounters in the mirror of his 
witnessing, so that we may be among the Rightly Guided 
Caliphs in the provident care of those most near [to You] 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master and 
Prophet Muhammad. the beaury of Your benevolence, 
the tenderness of ¥ our affection. the majesty of Your 
dominion, the perfection of Your Holiness, the absolute 
light’ with the secret of “withness” (maiyya) that is 
not delimited: he who is spiritually inward (Bani) with 
respect to Your unseen, Outward (Zahir) in truth by Your 
testimony; he who is the Sun of the Lordly secrets, the 
ultimate mirror (majlé) of the presence of the presences of 
the All-Merciful: he who is described as the descending 
points’ of the precious Books" and the one who brings 
light to the clear signs: the one You have created from the 
light of Your Fssence and whom You have given ultimate 
realization of Your names and attributes: he from whose 
light You have created the Prophets and Emissaries and 
made Yourself known to them by taking the Covenant 
with them. with Your true and manifest words (And 
{remember} when Alla took the Covenant from the Prophets, [sxyng]. 
“Behold what 1 have brought to you of the scripture and wialom When, 
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afterwards, there comes untto you a Messenger confirminy »4 
. rn blew kim and help hi” eset, cok: wit toy 
take on this Covenant as binding upon you?” They replied, raeicng 
it.” He said, “Then bear wimess, and 1 an among you as rp Ct 
38) 
O Allah, send prayers and peace upon the spleng, 1) 
perfection, the crown of majesty, the tesplenden Ot of 
beauty, the sun of union, the fragrance of, cxintchce an 
of every being, the glory of the majesty of Your scat Me 
the majesty of the glory of Your kin, 
of the handiwork of Your omnipotence, the crow, 
of the elite ofthe elite from Your most choice no 
and the quintessence of the elect from the People of Yen 
nearness. [He is] Allah's Supreme S 


ecret, Allah's Nobl. 
Beloved, Allah's Most Honored Friend--our mangoes 


patron Muhammad & 








gdom, the possessge 





O Allah, we entreat You while seeking a means of 
approach unto You through him and seeking hi 
intercession in Your presence—as he is the possessor of 
the Greatest Intercession, the Supreme Wasila, the noble 
Shariah, the loftiest rank and the nearest station CHedrew 
rear to bows lengths or nearer) (53:9)—asking that You gran 
us realization of him in his essence, attributes, names 
acts. and works—so that we neither see nor hear nor sense 
nor find anything but You. My God and Master! I ask 
You by Your grace and mercy that You make him our 
very identity, in his beginnings and his end, through the 
affection of his intimate friendship and the purity of his 
love, through the openings of the lights of his spiritual 
vision and the compendia of the secrets of his innermost 
self, through the compassion of his compassions and the 
bounty of his bounties! 


O Allah, we ask You by the rank of Your Prophet, our 
master Muhammad &, for forgiveness, divine approval, and 
complete acceptance. We ask that You not entrust ust 
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egos for even the blinking of an eye—how excellent is 
Me Responder!—for an intruder has entered." [We ask 
You) © Patron, beseeching by the rank of Your Prophet 
Muhammad & since the forgiveness of the sins of creation, 
the first and last of them, the righteous among them and 
the corrupt among them, is like the drop of the sea of Your 
vast and shoreless sea of generosity. For You have said— 
and Your word is true and manifest —€And We have not sent 
you but as a Mercy to the Worlds.» (21:107) 
May Allah send prayers and peace upon him, his Family, 
and Companions entirely. 


0 Lord my bones have weakened and my head has glistened with gray hair, 
but never. O Lord, have I been unblessed in my prayer to you!y (19:4) 
0 Lord, harm has touched me, and You are the Most Merciful of the 
Mercifull)s (21:83) €O Lord, of the good that You have sent down 1 am 
inneed''y (28:24) O Helper of the weak! O Tremendous 
source of hope! © Rescuer of the drowning! O Savior of 
the perishing! O Best Guarantor! O Security of the fearful! 
There is no god but Allah. the Tremendous, the Clement. 
There is no god but Altah, the Lord of the Tremendous 
Throne. There is no god but Allah, the Lord of the seven 
heavens and the Lord of the Noble Throne. 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon the most perfect 
gatherer'“, the Lordly Pole (al-Qutb al-Rabbard), the most 
excellent embroidery of the gown of faith, the treasure- 
store of generosity and excellence--he of heavenly 
aspirations and divinely vouchsafed sciences. 





© Allah, send prayers and peace upon the one for whose 
sake You created existence, and because of whom you 
made all things available— Muhammad the Praiseworthy, 
he of noble qualities and largesse—and upon his Family 
and Companions, the Poles (Aqiab) and forerunners who 
Preceded [us] to the side of the most honorable being. 
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O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our ft 
Muhammad she biliane light, the clear exphearn 
Arabic tongue, the upright way, the Mercy to the ie the 
the one supported by the Trustworthy Spirit Sind ti 
imanfest Book, the Sel ofthe Prophets, and Alahe 
tothe Worlds and to all oF creation = TY 





O Allah, send prayers and peace upon the one whom Y, 
created from Your light, and whose speech you mane ot 
Your speech, and whom You preferred overall or yo 
Prophets and saints. and whom You made the chen ot 
from You to hien, and from hitn to them [He ny 
perfection of every sant belonging 70 You, and the ate 
for everyone who strays from You, the guide of een 
to the Real. the one who abandoned things for Your ct 
[He i}. by Your grace, the treasure-store of benefits Yi, 
have addressed him on the carpet-spread of Your reanca 
saying (And the grace of Allah towards you has been tremendous! 
(4:13) [He is} the one who stands for Your sake in Yar 
night, and fasts for Your sake in Your day. and who 
enraptured by You in Your majesty 









© Allah, send prayers and peace upon Your Prophet, 
the Vicegerent of Your creation --he who is occupied 
with Your remembrance and who contemplates Your 
creation: he who is the trustworthy keeper of Your secret, 
the proof of Your Messengers, the ever-present in the 
secrets af Your ineffable holiness; he who witnesses the 
beauty (jamal) of Your divine rigor (jalal) --our master and 
patron Muhammad, the one who explains Your signs, who 
is Outward [visible] in Your kingdom (Mulk), Hidden 
[unseen] in Your Spiritual Realm (AMelakut), who has 
instilled his character with Your attributes, who summons 
[others] to Your Realm of Omnipotence (Jabarut). the 
Presence of All-Mercifulness, the Cloak of Rigor. the 
Shirts of Beaury", the Trellis receiving divine succor, the 
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Beloved, the brilliant light, the pure pearl, and 
J lamp. O Allah, send prayers and peace upon 

Family just as You have sent prayers upon 
awe sneraoullyoF Ibsahim Indeed You are the 
ae Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 


Prophetic 
de powerful 


nd prayers and peace upon our master and 
Rate Gomeeh the sea of Your lights, the mine of 
Your secrets, the Soul of the souls of Your servants, the 
exquisite pearl, the redolence of the fragrant breezes, the 
source of existent, the letter of rahamat (mercies). the 
letter j of dorejat (spiritual degrees), the letters of saadat 
(felicities) the letter of ‘nayas (divine solicitudes). the 
perfection of universals'**, the origin of timeless realities 
(cals), the seal of all things enduring evernally'*, che 
one occupied with You to the exclusion of worldly things, 
who eats from the fruits of direct witnessing [of You] 
and who takes drink from the secrets of the holy realities; 
who knows the past and furure—our master and patron 
Hidlonwadeand upon hivcholee 
Family and pious Companions. 





© Allah, send prayers and peace upon the sout of our 
master Muhammad among souls, and his body among 
bodies, and his grave among graves, and his name among 
names. and his appearance among appearances, and 
his hearing among hearing, and his movement among 
movements, and his stillness among stillnesses, and his 
sitting among sitcings, and his standing among standings. 
and upon his pre-eternally cheerful congue and seal of 
all things enduring eternally. © Allah, send prayers and 
Peace upon him and his Family and Companions, but the 
number of what You know 
and but the measure of what You know! 
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OQ Allah, send prayers and peace upon our maste 
Muhammad to whom You have given, and whom y 
have ennobled. preferred, helped, brought near, ay ou 

close, given drink, made fir filled with Your nr” 
precious knowledge, expanded with Your finest lve ang 
‘whom you have adorned with Your most illumninac” 
speech. (Send prayers and peace upon] the pridect® 
the celestial spheres, the one of sweet character, Your 
manifest light, Your ancient servant, You firm rope, Yu 
impregnable fortress, Your wise majesty, and Your noble 
beaury—our master and patron Muhainmad —and upoq 
his Family and Companions, the lamps of guidance and the 
lanterns of existence, and the perfection of good fortunes 
purified from faults. : 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon him—with a prayer 
by which You loosen the knots [difficulties], a wind by 
which you relieve worries, a mercy by which You remove 
injury, and an ennoblement by which You fulfill needs—O 
Lord! © Allah! O Living! O Self-subsistent! O Possessor 
of Majesty and Honor! We ask You of [all] that, from 
the favors of Your benevolence and the wonders of Your 

grace, O Generous, O Compassionate! 





O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Your servant, 
Your Prophet, and Your Messenger: our master and 
Prophet Muhammad the Primordial Prophet and Arabian 
Emissary, and upon his Family, his Companions, his wives 
his progeny, and his Household—with a prayer thatis 
pleasing to You and a fulfillment of his rightful due Grant 
him the Wasla and the virtue, and the honor and the high 
and lofty degree, and raise him up to the Praiseworthy 
Station that You have promised him, O Most Merciful of 

the Merciful! 





id 
¢ seek a means of approach unto You, an 
ON yon and turn to You through Your Mighty 
eet] Your Noble Prophet, our master Muhammad 
Book and OFF us honor and his forefathers Ibrahim and 


ome bis Companions Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman 


‘of Two Lights (Diu al Nuray). the Family 
the Posse sor ali and their offspring al-Hasan and al- 


ma anc n I 
chee his uncles Hamza and al-“Abbas, and his wives 
i pedi and A’isha, © Allah, send prayer and peace upon 


im and his forefathers Ibrahim and Isma'il, and upon 
the families and companions of each—with a prayer that 
jg translated by the tongue of pre-eternity in the gardens 
of the Spiritual Realm (Malakut), on the exalted stations, 
and [for] the attainment of noble gifts and the elevation 
of degrees; and by which the tongue of pre-eternity cries 
out in the depths of humanity for the forgiveness of sins, 
the relief of difficulties, and the removal of concerns—as 

befits Your sublime Divinity and tremendous stature, 

and as befits their worthiness and noble rank, with the 
distinction of their unique qualities—¢ Allah selecs for His 
mercy whom He wills, and Allah is the Possessor of tremendous bounty! 

(2:108) © Allah, grant us realization of their innermost- 
selves in the weigh-stations of their mystical sciences, with 

the recompense of those for whom good has preceded 
from You—the Family of Muhammad #& and grant 
[us] the triumph of attaining the Supreme Felicity by 
means of loving them for the sake of their kinship [with 
the Prophet &], and include us in his formidable glory 
and his Praiseworthy Station, and beneath his firraly- 
held Standard. And give us drink from his Pond (Hawd) 
of gnosis of the One he & knows (on the Day when Allah will 
rot disgrace the Propkety (66:8) by the appearance of the glad 
tidings of Speak, and you shall be heard, ask, and you 
shall be given; intercede, and your intercession shall be 
2ccepted”—by the manifestation of the glad tidings of ¢ your 
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Lord shall certainly give you and you will be well pleased do 


and Exalted are You, O Possessor of Majesty ae 
lon, 
Allah, we seck refuge in the might of Your m, 2 
in the majesty of Your might, and in the poye "3nd 
f : Power of y, 
authority, and in che authority of Your power, and ur 
love of Your Prophet Muhammad &, from separag.n 
lowly passions. O Helper of those who seek * ioe and 
Companion of thase who seek refuge! Deliver ag n° 
passing thoughts of the lower-self, and safepuand cr 
the Satanic desires, and purify us from the defilemenge 7 
human nature, and cleanse us with pure and true love 6 
the rust of heedlessness and from the illusions brou nh 
on by ignorance—untl our traces are utterly effaced : 
through the annihilation of egoism, and until we do 
completely from [lower] human nature, [annih ated 
the Presence of Gatheredness and Divestment (Haka 
al Jars waal Takhliya), and the adornment of the Absolute 
Oneness of Divinity, and the theophanies of eternal 
realitics—witnessing Singularity where there is no 
“whence,” no “where,” and no “how,” and all things subs 
for Allah, by Allah, and are from Allah, to Allah, and with 
Allah, submerged in the grace of Allah, in the ocean of 
Allah's favor, made victorious by Allah’s sword, selected 
with Allah’s generous gifts, observed by Allah’s Eye, 
fortunate through Allah’s solicitude, safeguarded by Allah's 
protection from every preoccupation that distracts from 
Allah, and from every passing thought that occurs about 
other than Allah. O Lord! © Allah! O Lord! O Allah! O 
Lord! © Allah! (And my success is but by Allah. Upon Him | place my 
trust, and to Him ( turn reverently.y (1188) 











© Allah, occupy us with You, and grant us a gift in which 
there is no room or entry for any besides You~ maker 
expansive with the Divine sciences, the Lordly attributes, 
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and the Muhammadan qualities of character. Strengthen 
our beliefs with good and beautiful thoughts, and with the 
truth of certainty and the reality of firmness Set aright our 
stares with enabling grace, felicity, and beautiful certainty 
Solidify our foundations upon the path of rectitude and 
the foundations of unshakable honor the path of those upon 
whom You have bestowed Your y favor, not those who have incurred wrath or 
those who have gone astray) (1:7) ~the path of those upon whom 
You have bestowed Your favor, from the Prophets, the veracious, 
the martyrs and the righteous » (4,69) And erect our goals upon 
deeply rooted glory reaching the apex of nobility and the 
resolutions of the Emissaries endowed with firm resolve. O 
‘Aid to those who cry out for help! © Succor of those who 
seek aid! Rescue us through the subtleties of Your mercy 
from the error of remoteness, envelop us with the fragrant 
breezes of Your solicitude in the tender folds of love; save 
us with the lights of Your guidance in the vanguards of 
nearness; help us with Your mighty help—a help of vigor 
by the Glorious Quran, through Y our grace and mercy, O 
Most Merciful of the Merciful! {Our Lord, accept from us, indeed 
You are the All Hearing the All: Knowing And relent toward us, indeed You 
are the Relenting, the Compassionate!) (2:127—-128) 





© Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad the Primordial Prophet, and upon his wives, 
the Mothers of the Believers, and upon his offspring and 
the members of his Household, just as You have sent 
prayers upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim, verily 
You are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious. O Support of 
those who have no support! © Pillar of those who have 
no pillar! O Treasure of those who have no treasure! O 
Mender of every broken one! © Companion of every 
estranged one! © Intimate Friend of every lonely one! 
(There ts no god but You glorified are You, | was surely among the 
wrongdocrs! You are my Protecting Friend in this world and i the Hereafter, 
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Cause met die as « Muslns and join me with the righteous 


ify ‘ Yas 
And rectify for me my offipring, verily T have repented: 1) 
one ofthe Mushins.) (sts) 40 You ad ay 


Mat the prayers of ala His Angels, His Prophets, 14 
jessengers, and all of His creation be upon our n, 
and Prophet and liege lord Muhammad. and oS? 
Family of our master Muhammad—and may pron"? 
Allah's mercy and blessings be upon him ant geo 
cy igs be upon him and them 
© Allah, cause us to enter with him—by his interes, 
his guarantee, and his watchful care —togetheras 
Family and his Companions into Your Abode. the baci 
of Peace, (im a truthful sitting im the Presence ofan All Powerfid Kis 
(54:55) O Possessor of Majesty and Generosity, gift wD 
with witnessing him through his benevolent wavseatio, 
© Generous, O Compassionate! Honor us to geze upon 
the beauty of the glorifications of Your Tremendous 
Countenance, protect us by his nobility through h noring 
him and showing him deference and reverence, Honor 
us with his visitation—Ca hospitable gf from One Al Forgiving 
Compassionate)» (41.32) in che garden of the good pleasure 
of “I shall grant you My good-pleasure, so | 
displeased with you, and | shall give you the keys to the 
unseen for the treasures of the hidden secret in the hidden 
gardens of the mystical sciences of the qualitative attributes 
(Gifat al main’).” by the lights of the essence of {upon uch, 
gocing (83:23) and (they shall have whatever they 
“peace” as a word from a Compassionate Lord.» (36:57 - 58) 








{All of this | ask] through the tender affection of the 
Muhammadan kindness, from the font of his providentiat 
care which is {a bounty from your Lord; that 1s indeed de 
trumph) (43:30)-- in the beauties of the palaces of the 
treasure-stores of the secrets of the verse (so 20: 


what comfort has been Rept hidden from shem a reward for wha they wel 
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vay rere thercin shall be °Glorified are You, O Allah!” and 
1c eae of peace And he conclusion of thr prayer sal 


sac ed isdue to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds!” (10:1 9) 


——— 


s the Greatest Prayer (al-Salat al-Kubra) of our master and 
Ths kh ‘Abd al-Cadieal-Jlant &. It consists of many 
ee reported from the Prophet & himself as well as prayers 
che Pious Forebears (a-Salefal Sait), may Allah be pleased 
ir them, I have concluded this collection with al Salat al Kubra in 
vrder that it end beautifully and serve as a synopsis of all the details 
presented before it 1 have taken this prayer from its commentary 
by my master Shaykh ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi. 





Allpraise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 
May Allah send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad and his Family and Companions! 


a 
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Notes 


1 Todate two large chapters of this work have been translated and 
published. On the Mean: of Behold the Prophet & ma Dreart (Durban 
Thsanica Media, 2012); and Commentary on the Abrahamic Prayer (Durban: 
Thsanca Media, 2013) 


3. The main references for this biography come from Shaykh Yusuf 
al-Nabahani’s brief autobiography appended to his Jami karamat al 
Awl, as well as "Abd al- Razzaq al- Baytar's Hilyat a! bashr fi sarithal-garn 
al thalith shar. 








ity’s sake, whenever Shaykh al- Nabah: 
teacher. he will be referred to as Shaykh al-Adawi [t} 


4 The verb mentioned in the verse, €end salut him with abundant greening of 


yeux). is paired with the cognate accusative (maful mutlag), which is the 
verbal noun. fr] 


i mentions his 





5 See appendix I for more details on the meaning of prayers and 
peace upon the Prophet &. [1] 


6 A similar wording to this is found in Sahih Muslim. [¢] 


7: Tali, which can be translated as theophany, self diclsure, or divine 
tmanfetution, refers to Allah's self-disclosure to creation whereby 


He manifests to them the implications of His divine names and 
attributes. [t] 


8. Muhammad b. ‘Abdullah al-Mansur al-Mahdi Billah, the third 
Abbasid caliph (4 169 ti). [¢] 
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9 Inthe Islamic tradition, the new day starts at sunset (Ma 
vo Thursday evening after sunset marks the beginning of ptt) 


Sat the narrations call “the night of Friday” (layla al emi) 2 


vo, The actual rile is Tire hl irdaon ut a Bet 
peinced in Imam al-Suyutis ol How hf, (r) Malt, 


11. The generation after the Companions. {t] 








12.A tha is a compilation ofa scholar detailing his intllecug 
cory and curricula, and a compilation of the chains of x 
he is authorized to transmit. [1] 





FANSMHissioy, 


13, Thatw, he is from the Prophet & and for the sake of the Proph 
{2s detailed inthe famous hadith of Jabir 8. Ir is recordes iy 
al-Razzaq from Jabir 4 who said, "I said, 'O Messenger of Alle ad 
May my mother and father be sacrificed for you! Please inform 
rue about the fist thing that Allah created before all things: The 
Prophet replied, “O Jabir, the first thing Allah created was the 
of your Prophet from His light. and that light remained in the m 
of His Power for as long as He wished, and at that time there was 
neither a Tablet nora Pen nora Paradise not a Fire nor an angel nop 
aheaven nor an carch. And when Allah wished to create creation, 
He divided chat Light into four parts and from the first He made 
the Pen, from the second He made the Tablet, and from the third 
He made the Throne. Then He divided the fourth part into four 
parts and from the first of it He made the Bearers of the Throne 
(Homalaral ‘nh), from the second He made the Footstool (kur), and 
from the third He made the remaining angels. Then He divided the 
fourth part into four parts and from the first part of it He made the 
heavens, from the second He made the earths, and from the thied 
He made the Paradise and Hellfire. Then He divided the fourth 
part into four parts and from the first of it He made the light of the 
believers’ vision, from the second He made the light of their hears. 
which is knowledge of Allah, and from the third He made the light 
of their tongues, which is divine unity: “There is no god but Alla. 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,” [and from the fourth He 
made everything else] (see appendix V) [t] 


14, Abu Zakariyya Yahya b. Sharaf al-Nawawi (d_ 676 an), one ofthe 
most famous Shafi jurists and hadith scholars, author of the popult 





st 











248 


dith Collection (al Arbaun). Riyadal Salihin, Sharh al Muhadidha, 


fac 
Ferother indispensable works. [t) 
“the Primordial Prophet” is a translation of al Nabial Ummi often 
5 slated as “the Unlettered Prophet.” For more on its meaning and 
rans 


significance, see appendix 111. {t] 


b. Muhammad b ‘Ali Ibn Hajar al-Haytami al-Makki 
‘considered along with Imam Ahmad al-Ramli to be 
oritative representatives of the late Shaft school He 

js the author of Tuhfat al minkay (a commentary on al -Nawawi's Minhaj 
dialbin), al Fatwa al hadithiyya (Contemporary Legal Verdicts). al Zewajir 
caniqiafal kabair (The Deterrents from Committing Grave Sins), al 
Joviar al muraszam (The Stringed Jewel), and other useful works. [¢] 


17 Imam‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha'rani (4.973 411) was one of the 
qeholarly saints and revivers of Islam in the sixtcenth century He 
tegeneraly hailed as reviver of Islam and is considered one of 
the most prolific writers in the early Egyptian-Ortoman period, 
composing legal spiritual, and theological works that continue to 
enjoy wide circulation throughout the Muslim world, One of his 
ancestors, Musa b. ‘Imran. was the son of the Sultan of Tlemcem, 
Algeria. and a seudent of the famous Algerian spiritual master Abu 
Madyan (d 594 ah). Musa b. ‘Imran's grandson Ahmad moved to 
avillage in Upper Egypt called Saqiyat Abu al- Sha'ra, whence the 
ascription “al-Sha'rani”. [mam “Abd al- Wabhab al-Sha'rani went 
onto study the Islamic sciences in al-Azhar University. and was 

a student of Shaykh al-Islam Zakariyya al-Ansari, His spiritual 
teachers include Shaykh Ibrahim al-Matbuli and ‘Ali al- Khawwas, 
both of whom were illiterate, albeit spiritually illumined master: 
His greatest contributions to Islamic spirituality and scholarship 
among his over three hundred books include his af Mizan al kubra 
(The Supreme Seale). Lataifal minan wa al-akklag (Subtle Blessings 
and Qualities of Character), and al-'Uhud al Muhammadiyya (The 
Muhammadan Covenants). {t] 


18. Sad b. Malik al-Khazraji, better known as Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri 
§ (d ca. 64 a1) one of the famous Companions of the Prophet 

Muhammad & He was considered too young to participate in the 
battle of Ubud, in which his father was killed. He narrated a large 


spiritual 


16, Ahmad 


d 974 AH)» 
oeror auth 























number of hadith from Ibn Abbas # and Sa'id b al. xy 





veas bund in Medina. [F] Sb & 
19 Aecording to some scholars, hs fll name ts Balj b aq.) 
Abu al “Abbas al-Khude x. He is referred ton the ne, Métikan 





0 
ra al-Kahf (18 68) and considered by most se ee 
i 


rent [r] 





a 
presently alive and remaining so till the Day of fudgem, 


20 The statement attributed to the Prophet &, “Th 
of you can be to me 1s when he mentions me and se 
me. [t] 

21 Anas b. Malik b al-Nadr & (d. 91 ail), a famous Companio, 
the Prophet Muharimad & who served him asa young men font 


decade and narrated one hundred and rwenty-cight hadith fg nt 
i im, 


3 <lOSe3¢ thang 
nds prayers pr 





22. Recorded by Shaykh ‘Abd al- Rahman al-Sufuri in Michal nae 
fq 


23 Abu Hamid al-Ghazali al-Tusi (d. 505 41). the famous Persian 
polymath, and author of the hughly acclaimed magnum opus the 


idem al dn (The Revival of the Religious Sciences) Al-Ghazali 


was considered an authority in Shafi jurisprudence, philosophy, 
theology. and Sufism. (¢] 


24 The Supreme Assembly (al-Mal’al ld) refers to the assembly of 
angels in the celestial realm. [1] 


25 ‘Ali b. Abi Talib x2 (d. 40 is), the cousin and son-in-law of the 

Prophet Muhammad & He married che Prophet's daughter Sayyida 

Fatima al-Zahra and was his standard beater on expeditions, and 
became the main source connecting the spiritual orders (turug) to the 
Prophet & He was the fourth Caliph and was martyred by a member 
of the Kharijite sect. [t] 


26. Qadi'Iyad b Musa al-Yahsubi (d. 544 ati), a Maliki jurist 
born in Gibraltar Qadi ‘Iyad later settled in Grenada and served 
asajudge He is the author of al Shia bi tarifhugug al Masta. which 
is perhaps the most famous book detailing the inner and outer 


characteristics of the Prophet Muhammad # and rights that are owed 
tohun {t] 
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mad b Sulayman al-Jazuli (d. 869 aH).a famous 
2 Men ant and author ofthe celebrated manual of prayers upon 
jor 


the Prophet Dalal al khayrat [er] 
ah b. Mas‘ud al-Hudhali & (d_ 32 an), 2 famous 


yy Mohan 








‘Abd 
28 ane he Prophet Muhammad & and one of the earliest 
Compr islam He was one of the scholars ofthe Companions and 
ca 


oie for his erudition and knowledge of exegesis (fr) and law [¢} 
9 


-Abdullab b. “Umar. al: Khattab 2 (4.73 a), the Companion 
24 ge Prophet and son of the second Caliph "Umar b al-Khacrab 
‘ie was known for his intense love for the Prophet and strict 


adherence to the Sunna. [t] 


jo ‘Abdullah b, ‘Umar related that some people brought a man 
before the Prophet # and testified that he had stolen one of their 
famcls. The Prophet & gave the order for his hand to be cut off 

ts punishment, and as they were taking the man away he said. “© 
send prayers upon Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad 
until aothing of prayers remain; extend mercy to Muhammad and 
the Family of Muhammad until nothing of mercy remains, bless 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad until nothing of blessing 
remains, and send salutations of peace upon Muhammad and the 
Family of Muhammad until nothing of peace remains” Moments 
after he uttered chis prayer it became clear that he was actually 
innocent of the charge and had not stolen the camel. The Prophet & 
asked that he be brought before him and when he came the Prophet 
asked “What did you just say as you were being taken away” The 
man cepeated his prayer and then the Prophet & said “I looked and 
saw the angels amassing in throngs through Medina, so much that 
they nearly came between you and me You shall cross the Traverse 
(Swat) with a face brighter than the full moon on a clear night!” (al- 
Sakhaws, al Qavfal bad’) [e] 














31, Al-Hasan al-Basri (4110 ani), one of the most famous scholars 
and saints of the second generation, He is knawn to have received the 
spiritual pach from Imam ‘Alix [t] 


32 Majd al-Din Muhammad b Ya‘qub al-Fayruzabadi (d. 817 a1), 
one of the foremost phitologists and lexicographers and author of the 
famous dictionary al-Qumus al-muhit fe] 
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33, I have been unable to locate a biography for him Ty 
34. Spelling the name Muhammad # {t] 


35. Abu ‘Abdullah al-Nu'man (4.2) was an Alexandrian 
sainrand contemporary of Shaykh Lbrahim al-Dasuy, iota 


46 Ihave been unable to find a biographical enery for sp 
al-Darie. This prayer and the events surrounding it were aykh May 
Shaykh "Umar ‘Alib, Salim al-Fakahani (4.734 ay) eth, 
al muni (pp. 31-32) where he related that he heard then 
from Shaykh Musa al-Darie. {¢] Ory deg 


37, Ihave been unable o find details about who al-Arifal-q 

fg kbarig 
38, “[In this prayer] the kingdom is compared to a 
embroidered and beautified and adorned through 
[the Prophet 8]... Allah has beautified the entire 
Propher &. and he is the world's soul, secret, deli 
and resplendence..” (Shaykh Muhammad al-Fas 


garment tha 
means of hin 
World through te 
ht. goodness ight 
i. Matalf gl mrasarta) 
39. “He tis the treasure-stores of Allah’s mercy deposited in this 
world; no one will receive mercy except by his hands and the teaary 
that come from him.,..Here the plural form (treasure-stores) is wel 
following the wording of the verse, Say, ‘Had you possessed th resi um 
of my Lord mere." (17:100) and, {Or d they poses the treasure sersf a 
Lords mercy?) (38:9). In both of these verses the plural form is used 
denote the abundance and variegation of mercy and the physical ant 
spiritual wealth and provisions it contains.” (Ibid) 





40. That is, the path that arrives at it and the one from whom t 
is taken and received—because (O Allah) he is Your Prophet and 
Messenger and interpreter who conveys to creation on Yourtehal 
and he is the intermediary between You and them. (Ibid) 


41."This means that he & has become the very essence of earapnte 
indicating that he was completely dyed in Divine Unity and 
had fully mixed within him and encompassed him so completely 
he had no sense of ‘other’..” (Ibid ) 


42. Justa the secret of the eye and its beauty lie within the up 
and just as the pupil is the main benefit of the eye and the bodys 
teans of obtaining what is useful and being guided aright init 
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ad were it nor for it there would be neither light nor 
Mian toa body without a soul and a form without 

a who is blind is considered dead even if he is not 
ewise with the Prophet &; he is the soul of the cosmos 

1e secret of its existence, and were it not for him it 
ht or evidence of existence, nay, it would perish and 


movements. 21 
sight for the ey 
sjntent (since one WI 








db, Idris al-Shafti (d. 204 AH), a scion of the Qurashi 
the Four Imams (al-Aimma al Arba) and the founder of 
be known as the Shafi'i school of jurisprudence 


43. Mahamma 
Tine, was one o! 
what would come £0 


iG) 


Shi 
pe Mufti of Iraq in his time, and author of the famous work in legal 


‘kh Abu al-Hasan al-Karkhi (d. 340 4H) was a Hanafi jurist 


theory (ase a,figh) Usul al Karki. (¢] 
45. Although both hailed from Karkh (an area in Baghdad on the 
west side of the Tigris River), they were not companions, Abu al- 
Hasan al-Karkhi died in the year 340 Alt and Ma'ruf al-Karkhi (a 
contemporary of Imam Ahmad and one of the famous saints and 
ascetics of his time) died in the yeat 200 Al!. [t] 


46. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani & (d. $61 11) was one of the most 
famous gnostics in Islamic history. The Qadiri spiritual order traces 
its origin to him. fr] 








47.“For it is from him & that the realities of faith are taken in all 
of their levels. from certainty through knowing (itm al yagin), to the 
certainty through perception (ayn al yagin). to certainty through 
self-realization (agg yagin)..” (Shaykh Ahmad al-Sawi, al Asrar al 
Rabbaniyya wa e fuyuder al Rahmanipa shark al salawut al Dardiriyya) 








48."In other words, he is the locus of descent for the divine mercies, 
just as Mount Tur was the location whereupon Musa #2 received 

the theophany of divine majesty (ialal) when he asked to behold his 
Lord and Allah disclosed Himself in His majesty to Mount Tur, 
Pulverizing it. The Messenger of Allah #, on the other hand, received 
the theophany of perfection and was thus able to encompass the 
entire cosmos in knowledge and clemency, and hence the stations of 
perfection, of vigilance, and of direct witnessing are raken from none 


bur him &* (Ibid) 
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49 “Hence mystical secrets are taken from none 


50 ~The middle of the necklace refers t0 its su 
middle ofa thing is the best of it. * (Ibid) 

st “Because he & 
forefront physic: 








and spiritually.” (Ibid.) 


52. “This means the one who transmits all of the 


sc 
unseen that came from the Fremal, Exalted is He (nen ete 


le” (Ibid ) 
ficence, the 
lessings OF this life ang 


53. “Thats, the core and essence of Allah's bene! 
universals and particulars thereof, in that the bl 
the Next manifested through him.” (Ibid ) 


54.“ The two realms’ refers to the worldly realm 
what manifests to us, and the Sovercign Reali ( 
what is hidden from us The Prophet's secret & 
realms just as a sou! permeates a body.” (Ibid.) 


55 Sayyid Ahmad al-Rifa'i& (d. 578 Att) of Traq was a fam: 
and scholar and contemporary of Shaykh ‘Abd al- Qadir 
Rifai spiritual order traces its origins to him. [2] 


56 Quran 33:34~36. 


(ull), which 15 
Malatut), which ig 
Permeates the tug 





7 The “center of the Bs‘of beginning” refers to the Prophet's 
standing in relation to relative existence, as being both the 
nucleus and fountainhead at the center of the genesis of Drang 
manifestations. The Prophet & is the foremost singularity, tha 
say. the first instance of creation as well as the heart of it sit has ws 
source in him. The Prophet &, therefore. 
the first, the source, the center, and the quintessence [t] 












58. “The core secret of the pivotal Ali” points to the Prophet's reaiy 
when considered in relation to absolute existence. H 
of secrets, the mystery of mysteries of the Axiomatic Attribute of 
the Absolure Every creation is a mysterious representation of some 
Divine attribution. In relation to its parts, creation has levels of 
representation which differ in both che nature of the Divine mysten 
they express as well as the degree of their representation of that 
Attribute ‘The Prophet & represents the expression of the prota) 
Divine attribute, that is, the attribute of Absolute Indivisibility yet 
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f the core Attribute 
cchetypal representation o} 
ci farther he A Supreme Unicity (Ahadiya) is central to the 
ind the Prophet & is central to the representations 
 actribute, In relation ro Absolute existence, the 
mystery of mysteries of the Attribute of Actributes, 


eion of Central Attribution, the Archetypal 
ential Realiry [t] 

swears by the Prophet’ life in the verse (By pour life. they are 
ly nti drunemnes. ) (15.72) [¢] 





chat Central 
ape isthe 
re Conttal expres 
ascherype of the Ess 


59 Allah s 
wandering hi 
Go Quran 37:180~183 

Shaykh Abmad al- Badawi (4.675 an!) is one ofthe four saints 
61 Shay Poles (al Aglabal arbua), the other three being 
kanrerzas Te eT ilani 6 dd al- Rifai, and Shaykh 
Shaykh “Abd al-Qadir al-fulani, Shaykh Ahma¢ fa'i, and $ 
Ibechim al-Dasugi Shaykh Ahmad al-Badawi He was known as 
aaa ratvan (the Father of chivalrous spiritual warrices) al-Qutb 
a Mulaththam (the Veiled Pole) because he covered his face, and 
Shaythal'Arab (the Shaykh of the Arabs) Hie is the most famous 
taint in Egypt and his mausoleum is the site of a yearly mawitd 
attracting millions of people [1] 
62. Thus is reference to the hadith of ‘Abd al-Razzaq from Jabir &. 
iG 
63 “The ‘Handful’ ascribed to the All-Mercifal is an allusion ro 
icheang the vastest of all the Divine bounties—quantitatively and. 
quahtatively~ because ie is the All-Mereaful who grants tremendous 
bounties in quantity and quality ‘The meaning of Sparkle’ of the 
Handful sits source which was made the substance of all the worlds 
entirely, and whose creation was honored by the perfection of his 
corporeal form, the beauty of his countenance, and the proportion of 
his frame Our Shaykh, the author, said regarding the meaning of the 
hadith’ was a hidden treasure, and I loved to be known, therefore I 
«created creation and so chey came to know Me through Me’ ‘Know 
that Allah was unknown in His pre-eternity since there was no one 
created that might know Him, He loved to 
Handfl from lis light (nia muri) ~ . 
'), with [the particle] min here meaning “with” (bi). The hght 
means the Essence, and the ascription is explicative (lf lupin). It 
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means He caused it to appear by His omnipotence, 
intermediary of material. The Handful that was ta 





Without any 





Muharoimadan Light (al Nur Muhammad). 3s also caleg wt the 
Souls, the Muhammadan Secret. the Supreme Throne aca Soul of 


First Adam, the Supreme Father, and the Pe; 


Though ourwardly 1m of Adayn’s descent 

Inessence I have a witness of my begetting him 
This Handful is also known as the Secret of Seer 
the Eye of Existence, the Original Tree. and othe 
well-known among the gnostics..." (Shaykh Ahma 
-Rabbanryo wa al fuyudar af Rahmaniyya shark al slewat a 
detailed discussion on the ascription of this light 
appendix V1 


ets. the Py, of 
¥ names that ye 
dl al-Sawi, al Any 
H Derdirane) For 4 
to the Essence in 


64. “That is, they receive physical and spiritual succor from him 
they ascribe themselves to him and return to him.” (1 iad 


65, Shaykh Ibrahim b, Abi al-Majd al-Dasugi (4. 696 an) i 


considered the second most famous saint in Egype after Shaykh 
Ahmad al- Badawi. [1] 






66 “He is the light shining upon the secrets that resemble thesky— 
he is their sun, meaning theic light, who makes them clear just asthe 
sun makes clear what is hidden.” (Shaykh Ahmad al-Sawi, el Asaral 
Rebbaniyya wa al feyudat al Rahrmaniyya shark al salawct cl Dandriyya) 


67. "The intended meaning here is that Allah has made the Chosen 
One & the locus of descent for the theophanies of both majesty and 
beauty. Therefore, every majesty in creation is connected with his 

‘majesty, and every beauty in creation is connected with his beauty” 


(Ibid) 
68. "That is, by his soul in Your presence..” (Ibid) 


69."That is, upon the hidden treasure (al-kanz af-maknun), The Real, 
Exalted is He, was a hidden treasure unknown ~a hidden and 
unseen treasure—-so when He wanted to be known fle manifested 
a Handful of the light of His Essence and named it Muhammad 
& When the Handful from the ocean of the omnipotence (bur) 
manifested itself, Allah clothe the cloak of exaltedness, which 





156 


beauty (for the beautiful maiden requires a veil, and the 
ea order thatthe reasure remain buried, and 
tou) The weil of beauty that covers the secrets of the 
che secret PEERS igman, and the meanings that constitute the 
Dasine Essence is £ Mjandful are the ‘treasure’ .. You must keep 
inward and Same ostic and perfected Shaykh who will teach you 
ccm hs reas sand where to dig for it, otherwise you 


isthe veil of | 
quires cl 





how 0d rant of, constantly impoverished even though the 
eich you and is your spit and secret.” (Sidi Ahmad 
ve 





al-Hasani, Sharh Salat Ibn Arabi al-Harimni i). 

Ibn ‘Ajiba’s commentary this line reads as “the hidden 

70 ca? (a ghayba-mudandan) He comments, “There is no doubt 
‘hat dhe Prophet & is one of Allah's unscen realities and a secret of 
His secrets, for no one possesses full and comprehensive knowledge 
of him besides his Lord who created him and manifested him Ie 
vereporced that the Prophet & said, ‘By Allah, no one knows me in 


reality besides my Lord.” (Ibid) [t] 


“There is no doubt that the Prophet # has gathered within him all 
perfections entirely; his noble physical form is the pinnacle of beauty, 
tod his sanctified soul is the pinnacle of perfection, and his dazzling 
secret is the pinnacle of completion—gathered within him are the 
perfections and beauties that are gathered in no other creature 
besides him. Indeed, every perfection that manifests from someone 
other than him is but a derivative of his perfections and a droplet 
therefrom, and every light of secret obtained by others are derived 
from his light..” (Ibid) 


72. “The Lahut refers to the secrets of the inward meanings that 

dwell within things, the secrets of essences. The Nasut refers to the 
outward, the receptacles of the outward. ... This means Every beauty 
inthe Sovereign Realm (Malakui) finds its origin, treasure, secret 

and essence with the Chosen One &. He is the mine of beauty, the 
origin of perfections. ... His statement ‘the Nasut of union’ alludes to 
the Prophet’s outward form &; he is ina state of perpetual union and 
connection with the Divine and is never in a state of separation from 
Him, Just as his inward is a mine of secrets, his outward is a locus 

of lights, constantly submerged in the ocean of Absolute Oneness 
(Ahediyya), inwardly and outwardly.” (Ibid.) 
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73 “Thats. the fist of His theophanics The Fst xy 
from the secrets of the Divine Essence in hidden ad emerge 

Muhammadan Handful.” (Ibid ) Was th 
74 The word for vessels is mwas the plural of Nasu, any 
for separavon ising a Sufi term commonl; defined oo 
affirming creation. By calling them “vessels of separatun, RUF 
al Akbar Ibn “Arabt alludes to creation being vetied fren 3! Shank 
the divine and subsequently states that the Prophet ee 
which they are guided to che paths of truth whereby thoy 
Deine through is diverse Self-cclesures (lina) fy) 
e Will see 

secrets of Lond 
Prayers upon the Most? 


the wong 








Means by 
ECS the 


35 “When the servant is annihilated from his self hy 
bur the lights of Prophethood outwardly and the 
(rububiyya) snwardly Thus when he sends 

of Allah & he will se the Prophet's light. not himself “The oS 
of the Shayhh's words are, O Allah, send prayers on him is means 
nor by me~ im his presence—so that he may hear them dive fr att 
me without an intermediary, not wit ectly from 
of my own self” (Ibid ) Presence 








the confines of the 


76 “This means Let this prayer be conveyed ko him directly and 
without any intermediary. .” (Ibid.) " 
77 Shaykh Muhammad b. Masud al-Fasi (d_ 1289 a1i) was sain 
and scholar of the Shadhili order Lmir "Abd al-Qadiral- Jaren 
Shaykh Yusuf al Nabahani, and Shaykh Muhammad al-Sanusi ck 
from him [:} 


78 That 1s, the ultimate locus of the attributes’ manifestation and the 
supreme object of Allah's pre-eternal knowledge. [t] 


79 Quran 48 10 


80 The Daas refers to the meeting place or a special counsel of 
saints (Awliya’) known as the Adfal Datta (The People of the Circle) 
Speaking about his Shaykh Sayyidi ‘Abd al-"Aziz al-Dabbagh &, 
Shaykh Ahmad 6. Mubarak al-Lamati recorded. 


Uheard him & say. “The Diwan is in the cave of Hira, which 
is where the Prophet used to go for pious devotions 
before he was tasked with the prophetic message The 
Ghawth [Succor] sits outside the cave. Mecca is behind his 
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ina isin front of his left knee On his 
he shoulder nd ye ee] who are adherents ofthe 
eat are four Quibs [saintly p 
right are fou’ aw. of Imam Malik b Anas & The three 
Malki schoo! Ogre each an adherent of one of the other 
Qui 00 arisprudence Tn front of him is the Waki 
(tire) ie tted the Qadt [judge] of the Diwan Right 
Bee Maliki from Banu Khalid, a folk who hive in the 
1 ee ara His name is Sayyidi Muhammed b “Abd 
FO osraws The Ghat speaks to the Wakil and the 
i Reisealled the Wabi [deputy] because he speaks on behalf 

1 in the Diwan” 

yaad heard him & say, “When the people of the Drwan 
father together they agree on what will happen from that 
Braap athe sare time the following day And they discuss 
the decree of Allah— Exalted and Sublime ~concerning the 
coming day and night.” He & said, “They have the power 
Sf Ree disposal (taarny) im all worlds. the sublunar as well 
vs the eranclunar, even in che Seventy Veils and even in the 
trorld of Ragga, which is located above the Seventy Veils.” 
[.] | heard the Shaykh 4 say, “The language of the people 
of the Diwun-- may Allah be pleased with them'—is Syriac 
[surjn'] because of its conciseness and utility in combining 
numerous meanings, and also because the spirits and the 
angels artend the Diwun and Suryunt is their language. They 
only speak Arabic if the Prophet J is present. our of 
coursery-sommed him” [el lela, pp 387-308] 

















81 A head covering similar to a shawl. In the pre-modern period the 
tayasas was often associated with Jewish teligious scholars. [t] 


82, Shaykh Ibrahim al- Matbuli (d 877 411) was a famous Egyptian 
saint who received directly from che Prophet Muhammad &. He was 
one of Imam al-Sha'rani’s spiritual teachers. {t} 


83 Shaykh Nur al-Din al-Shumi (d, 944 ant) was an Egyptian saint 
and one of Imam al-She'tani's teachers (whom he served for thirty- 
five years). Shaykh Nur al-Din al- Shuni’s daily litany consisted of 
sending 10,000 prayers upon the Prophet & {t} 


84 “This means. the one in whose exalted and pure heart arose and 
radiated the ultimate mystical realities. the lordly secrets, and the 
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divinely vouchsafed sciences. Here the Prophev’s he: 
to a cloudless sky that radiates the light of many su 
ir being filled with lights..” (Sidi Ahmad Ibn “Ajib, 
Mashishtyya) 


85. “Allah inspired him [Adam a8] and cast in his primord; 
the knowledge of all things. including the knowledge of al nature 
from Arabic, Syriac, and other tongues spoken by his offay 2 B28, 
likewise with our Prophet & Allah taught him the names (art) *"! 
ofall chings and their designations (musammaya). but Allah 
increased him by giving him knowledge of their unique pr? 
and benefits” (Ibid) Properties 


86, “Hence no one is able to fully comprehend the 
inward gifts that Allah bestowed upon the Prophet & That is 
creation has only scen the Prophet's ourward form as for hs 
iy. itis only known by his creator, Allah, who bestowat ms 
him'" (Ibid) 
87. “The realm of dominion (malakut), according to the technical 
meaniag used by the Sufi, is that which is perceived by spin 
vision and knowledge, just as the realm of corporeality (mal) ihe 
which is perceived by ocular vision..” (Ibid) 


At is il 
M5. resultin 
a. Sharh al Seer 


ened 





divine secret ang 








88.“The truth of the matter is that when one enters the cosmic 
realm, whatever appears via his sensory perception (his) is called 
rm; whatever is hidden within the secrets of spiritual meanings i 
called malakut; and whatever divine secrets remain in their origin and 
do not enter the cosmic realm are called jabarut,..The upshot is that 
the sea of jabarut is overflowing with lights of the malakut, and the 
malakut is originally the luminous Muhammadan Handful. Therefore, 
the Muhammadan Light is the intermediary (wasita) and origin for 
everything that manifests from the jabarut... Here the sea of jabarut is 
likened to pools filled with water of the unseen (ma'cl.ghayb), pouring 
forch into the visible realm bit by bit. in accordance with divine wil 
and volition... The author choose the likeness of | pools and not seas 
since they have a relationship to gardens, and also because when 

he likened the malakut to gardens it was fitting for him to liken the 
Jebarut to pools, since gardens cannot survive without reservoirs, jus 
as the malakut does not subsist without the jabarut. The malalut. 5 We 
have explained, has its origin in the jabarut, but the spiritual wayfaret 
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the jabant, so he must first affirm it and then efface 
ase allah eer cosmos is permanent (ikébits) shrouigh 
ie ing and iris effaced by the Unity of His Essence.” 
‘i 
(ibid) 
fo," Were it 


Allah and 
gone, and 


not for the intermediation of the Prophet & between 
ss creation, the end-—which is the cosmos—would have 
would have remained ina state of non-existence... The 

ated meaning of this ine is: Things are attached ro the Prophet 
erate she is the means, and were it not for the means, then, 2s per 
pepmous saying, the end would have gone.” (Ibid) 






o,"In addition to being a guide unto Allah, the Prophet & is also a 
seine! (H4jab) from the sentinels of the Divine Presence, and no one 
will enter it save through him &.. The Prophet # is also the sentinel 
of souls, guarding them aj n, for it is in the nature of 
souls to plunge themselves into the ocean of the jabarut though they 
are unable. So every time they think to plunge into it, the Prophet 
$ holds them back and restrains them with the cord of the revealed 
laws, For this reason the Prophet & said. ‘Contemplate upon His 
signs, and do not contemplate upon His Essence.” (Ibid.) 








91. ‘This means: Inculcate me with his excellent qualities of 
character... The Shaykh’s intention is to emulate the Prophet #. 
Some of the saints (may Allah be pleased with chem) are Nuh-like 
in their character, some of them are Ibrahim-like; some are Musa- 
some are ‘Isa-like; and then some of them are Muhammadan 
incharacter—and the latter are the greatest of saints, for they gather 
what is dispersed among the others.” (Ibid.) 











92. "This means salvation from falling into any type of ignorance, no 

matter what form it takes... The author likens ignorance to horrid 

water and he asks Allah Most High to deliver him through intimate 

knowledge of the Prophet & from falling into it, or coming near it. 

7 asks to drink from the watering places of beneficial knowledge.” 
bid) 


93."The word akra’ [to sip] is used when a thirsty person takes drink 
directly with his mouth... There is no doubt that the one who knows 
the Prophet & and fulfills the rights owed to him will drink from 
his prophetic springs and watering places and will rake his allotted 
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known by the P; 

portion af the sciences that were y the Propher 
revelation or inspiration. That is because "Whosoever acre t¥RK 
he kntows, Allah will bequeath him with knowledge that Nie ris : 
know.” (Ibid) id not 


94. “Since being carried to the Divine Presence can onl 
when itis accompanied by Divine aid, the Shaykh asks for 
wth scarring surourded by Youreid This means: Let this carrying go 
encompassed and surrounded by Divine aid at every side" l A 

hear. i plang, 
He Onenes (aha) 


ly be compete 


95." When the witnessing of the ‘other’ has left the 
into the seas of Absolute Oneness... The term Absolu 
is hyperbolic form of the word wukds (oneness, unicty) The 
means: (O Allah!] Cast me into the seas of the oneness of Your 
Essence. Attributes, and Acts..The reason why the Shaykh use th 
term Absolute Oneness, which is more emphatic than just onenens 
(nshdonyya), is because the divine unity (tawhid) spoken of herein 
of spiritual taste (dhany), state (Hl). and station (magi) ~nor the 
tawhid of acquired knowledge and doctrine. The latter form of thd 


is the purview of those who are veiled, from the people of rational 
demonstration and proof” (Ibid.) 





96. “Because the mystic seafarer faces immense danger—cither 
surviving or drowning the Shaykh requests salvation from drowning 
in the ocean of illusions (bahr a! awkam’). or drowning in the ocean of 
doubts and insidious passing thoughts (bahr al shukuk wa ul bhavo), or 
drowning in the ocean of masked infidelity and heresy (hihral sande 
waal shal), and so he says and pluck me—that is, deliver me and rescue 
me —from the mires of affirming unity, The word mires, awh. 
of wah, which isa murky swamp. This means: Del 
turbidity of tawhid, from being affected by turl 
by cither beholding an ‘other’ alongside of him. which is the shi of 
the common folk rendered turbid with illusions, doubts, and passitg 
thoughts, or from believing in union (iitthad) and incarnation (hu!) 
The people of realization do not affirm an ‘other’ alongside of the | 


cea see everything as coming from Him and going to Him 
i 























97. “After seeking salvation from drowning in the sea of com 
the Shaykh secks drowning in the sea of unmitigated purity which 
is the real oneness, saying and drown me in the center of the se of oneness 
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so vanish in witnessing the Essence alone, completely 
io imate reality. absent from his own self through 
sve be witnesses. If someone vanishes within the 
F hicaffairs are through Allah and no longer through 
Ht For this reason the Shaykh says, until etihersee, her find. nor 
Fis re iebyt. This means: Until I see nothing but the Essence, 
rr Mar nhing save tha itis through it and from it” (bid) 





His desi 
absorbed 
the Being of 
Real then all o 








because whosoever drowns in the sea of oneness yet 
termediary and wisdom and invalidates the Sacred Law. 
die. But 


98. Thar is 

-g the: 
New fall into heresy, and as a consequence his spi 
“whosoever affirms the intermediary and wisdom will have 
spirit and it will remain, enjoying d : : 
wrth the qualities of dignity and propriety with the Sovereign object 
of worship {al-Malik al-Ma‘bud].” (Ibid) 


99 “This means: Make my witnessing of his spirit the means of 
the secret of my reality, by which my spirit becomes a secret. The 
reason for this is because the reality of man is found in his spirit. 
Consequently. by looking upon the Prophet's outward form & one 
gains the actualization of the Shariah, and it is the means for the 
life of the spirit. and by looking upon his inward self, one gains 

the actualization of the Spiritual Path, and by it the spirit becomes 
purified until it becomes a secret after having [gone through the 
stages of being] an ego (naf), followed by an intellect (‘/), then a 
heart (gaB), then a spirit (ruk), When the spirit is finally refined it 
becomes a sceret (srr).” (Ibid.) 














100. “Make the witnessing of his reality & as a whole, seeing both 
its inward and outward, the connector of my inner realms. By 
inner realms he means knowledge, understanding, contemplation, 
intellection, observation, and reflection. Through this supplication, 
therefore, he is asking that all of his realms be confined to the 
Muhammadan Reality..~ (Ibid.) 


101. “The first truth is the prior witnessing in the spiritual realm, on the 
day of (Ant I not ‘Your Lord?) (7:172). This means: Make ita reality for 
me now so that I can evoke its presence and seek help from it to have 
constant witnessing.” (Ibid) 
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102. “This means: Answer my prayer in the same way You o 
plea of Your servant Zakariyya. with a swift response thar kr 
patterns of everyday phenomena. For Allah had provide 2 
snth a child from his loins even though his wife had given ga 

of havinga child and he was at an advanced age. This phrage PE 
allusion to a request from the Shaykh for a spiritual heir = tina 


stant and 
similar ta 


‘ard the 


caks th 
akariyy, 


103. “Here the Shaykh asks that this gatheredness be co, 
realized (for in reality he is already gathered). This is 
Allah's words, (0 Prophet, fear Allh’» (33:1)" (Ibid.) 


104,"This means: Verily the One who has enjoined upon you qh 
rulings ofthe Quran and the duty to act upon them shall eur” 
certainly bring you back roa tremendous return, whereby you sha 
perpetually connected with your Beloved.” (Ibid) hale 


105 “The Shaykh mentions the prayer of the Companions of the 
Cave (‘shubl Kaf) in emulation of their devotion and dedication 
Allah, and thir fleeing from everything other than Him.” (Ibid 


106 Shaykh Abu al-Hasan al-Shadhili (d. 656 a1) was a student of 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Salam Ibn Mashish and inheritor of | 
Shadhili (also spelled Shadhuli) order traces its orig 


107. "In other words, the light of Allah’s Essence meaning the one 
whom Allah created without [prior] material, since he is the key of 
existence and source of every existent being, as detailed earlier in the 
hadith of Jabis.” (Shaykh Ahmad al-Sawi,al-Asraral-Rabboniyya waa 
iyudat cl Rabmaniyya shark lsalawae al-Dardlréyyay 


108 “Its possible that this refers to the names and attributes of 
Allah, in which case it means that he is the locus of descent for the 
theophanies of the names and attributes, and therefore no one takes 
succor from any of Allah's names or attributes except through his 
intermediation... (Ibid) 


To9. Shaykh Abu al-Makarim Muhammad Shams al-Din b. Abial- 
Hasan al-Bakri (d. 991 ait), a descendent of the Companion Abu 
Bakr al-Siddiq # and head of the Bakri spiritual order. {t] 


110. This phrase means that the Prophet # is the cause for all created 
things manifesting from non-existence into the realm of existence 


0 
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dak the key that opened hearts that were locked up in 
# Jjef and ignorance (indad). (t} 


‘This phrase means thatthe Prophet &is the Seal of Prophethood 
wn Thi 


emanate dali things mentioned 
nd all things me 
Sta ord a ir periections are withourend (Sil 
te ve Wafa ‘Sharh al Minah al-tahtyya) 
Muhammad Amin, better known as Ibn “Abidin al-Sharni 
wwas alate Ottoman Hanafi jurist. and author of an 
ate work of Hanafi jurisprudence, Rudd al Muhtar. (t] 











113. Sayyid 
(sz an 
authorit 
; *Aliial-Sanusi (d. 1276 att) was a student 
_ Shaykh Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Sanusi (d. 127 
ofthe ane master Shaykh Ahmad b. Idris and founder of the 
Sanusi movement that rebelled against the Italians in Libya. [t] 


1s, Shaykh Muhammad b, Ahmad al- Budayri al-Dimyati al-Hasani 
(d. 1140 au). an Egyptian Shafi’ scholar and saint. (t] 








116. Shaykh Muhammad Haqqi Effendi (d. 1301 as1) was a scholar 
m Izmir, Turkey. He was the author of several books on 





117, The light of Allah's tremendous Countenance refers to the light 
of the Perfect Man (al-Insan dl Kamil), which is the Muhammadan 
Form, What is asked for is the light of the Countenance and not the 
Countenance itself, as it states in the hadith related by Abu Musa 
al-Ash'ari 8, “The Messenger of Allah & was standing among us and 
told us of five things. He said, “Verily Allah, Exalted and Majestic is 
He, does not sleep. and it does not befit Him that He should sleep. 
He lowers the Scale and lifts it. The deeds of the night are taken to 
Him before the deeds of the day, and the deeds of the day before 

the deeds of the night. His veil is the Light: were He to lift it, the 
splendor of His Countenance would incinerate creation as far as His 


sight reaches.” (Sahih Musin) [¢] 


48. “Ttaccurred to me through divine inspiration that the intended 
meaning of “Allah's tremendous Throne’ is the outward form of the 
Perfect Man [the Prophet &]..and that the pillars of this Throne 
refer to the limbs and inner spiritual faculties of human beings, for 
when the pillars of Allah's tremendous Throne are filled with the 
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light of Allah's Countenance, the vicegerent of Allah 
the secret of the pledge of € Allok Hand is above ther hands yaennt 
Iris as ifhe is supplicating, “O Allah, Task You by tie Gs to) 
the face of Muhammad that You send prayers upon anu (SM oF 
Muhammad " Were this not his intent he would have said:0y ont 
\ ask You by the light of Your tremendous Countenanee 7h 
Baha’ al-Din al Baytar, l Nafahat al Agdasiyy shark al Salawnral sy, 
al Idrexyya. p. 406) Abmadyyg 


119 “The pronoun ‘by whom’ can refer to the light of Allah’ 


Countenance. or it can refer to the tremendous Throne 
which is the form of the Perfect Man.” (Ibid., P.407) of Allah, 


120 “The soul and the self area single thing and only dt 
each as a matter of perspective” (Ibid.p.4tg) Fm 


Manife: 





121 “What he means are the attributes of the essenc 
reality of the essence itself. for it is known that the 
Universal Soul..” (Ibid. p. 423) 


and not the 
Prophet & is the 


122. “This means, upon the ultimate reality gathering all other 
realities: the Reality of Muhammad &” (Ibid, p. 32) 


123. “The ‘divine retreat’ on the night of the moccurnal journey was 
an unveiling to Muhammad & of the reality of who he is, as Allah 
Most Exalted sand Whoever & guided is only guided to his cw soll (1715) 
That is because the theophany of the essence only takes the form 
to which one is receptive... The ‘divine retreat’ is the cheophany of 
the beautiful and enumerate divine names upon the physical form 
of Muhammad & and his elemental body, so that there could be 
congruency between the scen and the unseen, the physical and the 
spiritual. the spirit and form, so he would be the Mirror of the divine, 
first and last, outwardly and inwardly... The ‘divine retreat’ is the 
total and complete dropping of ‘otherness’ and the subsuming of all 
realities under a single unitative reality.” (Ibid . pp. 34-35) 


124. “He is the vision by whom we discerned guidance from error. 
saw beauty from majesty, and recognized the difference between 
imperfection and perfection. His physical form and human shape is 
vision in its entirety, and that is why Allah Most High said {The rior 
id not deviate or swerve, Verily he saw of the greatest signs ofhis Lord) (5317-18) 
‘The Chosen One &, therefore, is al vision: in his body and soul and 
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noluenes (ia) and conditionedness (ap). His body and sou 
inane sion, which is why the ascension (er) was with both.” 
ae 


(Ibid. p42) ; 

“thus he is their spiritual insights (basi) by which apprehension 
15 and witnessing ccer..11 through him thet apprehension 
om vienessing,take place, since he & is the permeating hight of the 
ae Mima ofthe names and attributes, he isthe secret of spiritual 
saaighr and vetnessing for itis by his light that we have realized 
aeence there is nothing except that itis conditioned (manul) by 
Fim and encompassed by his permeating secret” (Ibid . p 43) 


426.*"The supreme master, vast ocean, and guarded secret [the 
Prophet} # 15 not limited to his ourward human frame and physical 
form, for along with that he is the truth of the essential reality and 
absolute reality of the unseen things witnessed. He is unseen in the 
seen, truth in the midst of creation, light among man, meaning in the 
midst of the sensory, absoluteness in conditionedness, transcendent 
inhis imminence..” (Ibid, p 45) 


127 "This means: through the Prophet's manifestation & came the 
manifestation of the details of what was subsumed in his reality 

just as a date-palm tree is contained within a date-stone ., He is, 
therefore, the clear and dazzling sign in the theophany and expansion 
of being for the immutable entities in the presence of knowledge.” 
(Shaykh Muhammad al-Hajarshi, aljawhar al nafisfisulawat fbn ris, p. 31) 


128 See hadith of fabir b. “Abdullah (appendix V). [t] 


129 “In the parlance of spiritual realities, the Throne (Arsh) is the 
ultimate mitror The throne of a name, therefore, is its mirrored 
form...as tbn“Ata‘illah & said [in his Hikam],"O He who mises upon 
His Throne with his mercifulness, so that the Throne is hidden in 
His mercifulness just as the worlds are hidden in His Throne! ..” And 
because the Chosen One # gathers and has within him the realization 
of all of these theophanies, he [Shaykh Ahmad b Idris] says that he is 
the “Throne of the thrones of the Essence’ .” (Shaykh Baha’ al-Din 


sera Nefahat al Agdasiyyasharh af Salawat al Ahmadiyya al Idréstyya. p. 
54) 





Jo “He is the embodiment of perfections proceeding from the 
name al-Rahman (the All-Merciful) in both his form and his 
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meaning, so in his delimited human form he 
of unity (Ibid . p 55) 


11 ‘Since the Perfect Man 1s, in his essence and kn, 
ofthe Real and Hs knowledge (Exalted is {1e) ands nao 
Pen and the Tablet, the Ustadh [Shaykh Ahmad b ide) "the 
him the Preserved Tablet of knowledge. protected ion anes 
change, and names him the Hidden Book * (Shaykh mart? 
al-Hajarshi. al Jawhor al nafs fisalawat thn tds, p. 33) tuthammag 


132, That 1s, he # 1s the “first entified essence 
from which multiplicity proceeds. [¢] 


gathers the Perfecs, 
Hons 













(a ayy al ew)» 





138," Beginningless is the converse of everlasting, The former 
ss Allat's beginningless existence and the latter is Its endlen 


existence” (Shaykh Baha’ al-Din al-Baytat, al Nafohat 
al Salowat al Ahmadeyyaa-Idrsiyya, p. 72) i 


134, The Prophet # said. “Verily Allah created creation 


n splashed His light on them..." (Related by al 
in Nawadir al usul, 4:199) 


Agdesiya shah 







tn darkness 
Lakim al 





135. ‘The glorification’ are the essential lights of Allah's 
Countenance: none can withstand their theophanies except the 
Muhammadan Vision. This is why al-Shaykh al-Akbar [Ibn ‘Arai 





said, “Seek the vision of Allah through the mirror of Muhammad 
& but through Muhammad's vision and not your own” (Shaykh 


Baha’ al-Din al-Baytar, o-Nafohar al Agdasiyashorh al Salawat al Ahnalie 
al Idristyya, p72) 


136. "The reason why he ascribed beauty (jamal) to the cosmos and 
majesty (foal) to the receptacles is because the manifestation of 
beauty in the former is more intense and plentiful than itis in the 
latter, and the manifestation of majesty in the latter is stronger and 
mere obvious than it is in the former” (Ibid., p 50) 





137. “This cither refers to the cosmos (which is apparent) or to the 
master of creation & I it is the former, then there is no doubt shat 
the Prophets (perfect laudations be upon them all) are the perfected 
ones in the higher and lower realms and the master of the pure # 
came a3 a seal to this unrolled parchment of perfection... [fit is the 
with the pronoun referring to him &, then there is no doubt that bis 
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seal (stamped) with prophetic secrets, as per the hadith 
or iia sent me as a Prophet in truth, none know my rank 
Lord.” (Ibid. p 5!) 
lah give you success, that ‘the essence of the 
imited divine realm’ means the realities of the 
ne names, which all together are called ‘the ocean 
ty’ The source (manbé) of this ocean is the essence of 





pet 


By the On 
besides MY 

“Know, may All 
1 of the nond 






upreme unitci 
oteramad. (151) 

1), There is general agreement that ae ‘name on 8 ee a named. 
{msrena) Since the names point co realities beyond themselves, 

be a “mirror of divinity” is to be a human whose traits, character, 

vs names, qualities, and acts all point to a transcendent reality 

For this reason the spiritual masters believe that the Supreme Name 
oF Allah is the Perfect Man (el isan al Kamil), because hs being points 
to Allah and reflects His beautiful names completely, and as such the 
Prophet Muhammad # is the ultimate mirror in which the realities of 
the Divine names manifest (Majla suhur hagatg al asma’). (x) 

140. The “veil of darkness” is a reference to the “the dark cloud” (ai 
‘gna) which has been defined as “The attribute of the Divine Essence 
in beginningless eternity before Self-disclosure (tall) " Ibn al-Farid 
said about it: 


Purity withous water, subrley without ar, 
Light withou ire pire without body: 
By these, things were established 











fd 


141 Allah Most High says, And [remember] when Musa sid to his family “t 
dave caught elimpse af a fire m the distance.” (27:7) Elsewhere He said ¢ [Muse 
said] "I shal bring you a burning brand therefrom. or find some guidance atthe fire” 
Wheat he came to it he was called oui “O Musa! Verily I am Allah "p (28 30) 
Commenting on these verses, Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani said “We 
have absolute certainty that Allah Most High is transcendent and 
beyond being the fire itself, but Allah disclosed Himself to Musa 
through it because Musa was seeking out a fire to keep his famih 
warm in the severe cold. It was (at that moment] one of the most 
beloved things to him, and for that reason Allah disclosed Himself to 
Musa within it—as was discussed by al-Shaykh al-Akbar [Iba "Arabi] 
in his Fususa-hikam,.” (Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani, jawhir al bihar) [¢] 
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142.“In other words, sts by means of the Prophet & and in 
presence that the beatific vision (mij) in Paradise will rake oh 
(Shaykh Muhammad al-Hayarshi, al Jawhar al nafs f salawut ibe ue # 
72) p 


143 “The spintual masters have likened the seafarer 
divine unity to the seafarer on the physical sea. If ¢ 
of the boat «s skilled he will anchor himself at the 
Muhammadan Sunna, but if the helmsman is ignorant at 
of the sea, he will anchor himself at the mountain of hiss 
surmise, and wil be struck by waves and {eamongthne whedon 
(11.43) (Shaykh Ahmad Ibn ‘Ajiba, Sharh slat al maskshnys) 


144 This could also be translated as “and nourish: 
springs” {t] 

14s Shaykh Hasan Abu Halawa al-Ghazzi (b. 
and Qadiri Shaykh in Jerusalem known for hi 


146 “Tall nothing of Your mercy remains ” means. tll nothing of 
its effects remamn~this being 3 form of figurative speech where she 
object is elided, an example being the statement of the Mose § 
{inde the vilag’y (12 82), meaning ‘ask the people of the village: 
That is because [Allah's] prayer and mercy are attributes of His, and 
His attributes are p gless, so it is inconceivable 
thar either of them would be non-everlasting, What is intende 
their effects, which are the ephemeral and ever-fadi 
which include what is called ‘prayer’ and ‘mercy 
narrated that Allah Most 
and placed a single po 


on the sea of 
he helinsman 
Mountain of the 


[the "ature 
tellect and 


ed with divine 


1308 411) was a teacher 
is many miracles [e] 


















6 
ing things, among 
as ithas been 

h divided mercy into one hundred parts 
n of thar in this world. due to which an 

lifts up its foot from its young [lest she harms it], and He has 
retained the other ninety-nine portions and will show mercy to His 
servants with them on the Day of Resurrection.” (Shaykh ‘Abd al- 
Ghani al-Nabulsi. Kawkab al mabani, p 52) 












147 “The presences of the All- Merciful are the divine names, and the 
presence of the names is the Muhammadan Presence.” (Ibid. p 55) 


148 The one from Abtah, between Mecca and Mina [t] 
149. The one from Tihama, the lowlands of the Hejaz. [1] 
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proclaiming during the Hajj and “Usna Labhayk Alaura ltayk 
tae Your service, O Allah. at Your service'”) fr] 


the “presence of the divine attributes’ (hadra al fat al dairy) 
ae ca ofthe effects ofthe divine attributes inthe created 
1 ene amely the light from which He created all contingent beings 
teal, 
(ibid.) 
nother words, he witnessed [Your multiplicity) through Your 
Se sevelation (sal) and the manifestation of Your actions inal 
forms” (Ibid..p 103) 
1 4, which is the 
“The meaning of ‘etter’ here is the divine word, 
1B pe divine comenand applied to all of creation. The Most Exalted 
se (eran 0 Flim isthe creation andthe command (7°54) . And 
“embracing the meanings of Y our perfection’ refers to the effects of 
the beautifal divine names, as the effects are everything that exists 
(Ibid) 
: i the knowledge of all 
154 “Meaning his expansive breast that gathers 
things, ¢ the Most High said (And He rught you what you dd nox know.) 
(4113) * (Ibid) 
155 “Nothing has been neplected in ‘the Book, meaning’that which 
is written, referring to Allah's speech revealed upon the heart of our 
master Muhammad & through the theophany of the divine name the 
All-Merciful and the spiritual disclosure..” (Ibid.) 


156.°This refers to our master Muhammad &..” (Ibid) 





157 *Meaning, whose light is not limited to one form over another, 
rather, it is manifest in all sensible forms because he is the first 
thing created by Allah Most High and manifested by His pre- 
eternal divine command. and then it was by him that Allah creared 
everything else .” (Ibid, p. 136) 


158. “The reason why the Prophet # is described with a plural is 
because he was perpetually ascending in proximity to the Divine.” 
(Ibid., pp. 137-138) 


159 “The term ‘Books’ is a plural of book (kitab), which means 
“chat which is written’ (makrub): namely the perfected human form 
inscribed by the Supreme Pen in the tablet of possibility by the ink 
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of the Muhammadan Light created by the 


Pre-eternal d, 
withour intermediary.” (Ibid . p. 138) Hine highe 


160. “This ‘intruder’ is either Satan, the irascible 
world adorned with beguilement.” (Ibid., p. 162) 


SOU, OF the Lowey 
161, “The gatherer of the realities of existence through b, 
which is the reality of every existent.” (Ibid., p, 171) et 


162. “The first effusion (al faydal anv) is that which des 
the heart of our master Muhammad 4, and then from h 
to the hearts of the Prophets, saints, and righteous 
their receptivity and readiness.” (Ibid.,p_ 180) 


ends upon 


tS noble heas 
i in 
Maccordance tq . 


163. “This means that the Muhammadan Light is a veil cone 
the Light of the Real. there being no intermediary between hy 
the Real. 1t may be likened to a shirt that one wears with no oilier 
garment underneath it, 0 all that manifests isthe person's fa 
Likewise with the Muhammadan Reality (al Hagiga al Mubarnadiya), 
nothing of the Divine Reality (al Hagiga al: Mahiyya) manifests except 
what is manifested through the Prophet Muhammad & of cours 
with complete affirmation of divine transcendence and general 
exoncration [of Allah having limits or similarity to creation), The 
reason why this reality is described here as Shins in the plural and not 
the singular is because of the variety of spiritual states experienced 
by the travelers as well as their different sources of spiritual drink 
and aptitudes. There is naught between the realized gnostics and the 
Real (Exalted is He') save the Luminous Muhammadan Reality. The 
Shirts are ascribed to beauty since the spiritual drinks received by the 
realized gnostics from the Luminous Muhammadan Reality are 
sumptuous.” (Ibid., p. 190) 


cling 
mand 


164. A trellis (Ar. ‘arish) isa structure used to support and display 
climbing plants such as vines and shrubs. {¢] 


165. “Universals are mental abstractions that have no external 
existence except in their particular substrates. The perfection of 
the universals is the Prophet # himself. for it is by his light to the 
intellects that minds were able to grasp universals..” (Shaykh ‘Abd 
al-Ghani al-Nabulsi, Kawkab al mabani, p. 201) 





272 


eirsals. The frie category isthe 
BT i ead a iiche gemaly othe 
cern ser te and nothing else ‘That is because Allah is not subject 
Din sare ond therefore there is no need to distinguish berween 
er pinningless' and ‘eternal’ with respect to Him, Exalted is 
a er ccond category of eternal is the eternal ascribed to created 
ee ich refers to forward flowing endless time. .. [T]here are 
tgs seals. the worldly realm, the intermediate cealm (barzakh, 
ae rns of resurrection and quickening, the realm of retsibution 
the aie, the realm of Paradise. and the realm of Hell. and the 
intl seerved for the inhabitants of Paradise and the realms 
ae ined for the denizens of Hell—and so on without end. There is 
vewcalm among these realms except that the Prophet & is its seal, 
nce al of them find their origin in the Luminous Muharmmadan 


Reality.” (Ibid. p. 202) 
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Appendix I 


THE MEANING OF SENDING PRAYERS 
AND PEACE UPON THE PROPHET & 


From Shaykh Ahmad b. Mustafa 
al-Alawi’s Dawhat al-asrar 


‘The meaning of prayer varies according to its sender and receiver. 
With respect to the sender, if it is Allah, then it is not the same 
prayer that is due from His creation, since from Him it is an 
act (fil), while from others it is a statement (aw!) and limited 
therefore to a supplication (dud). which has been explained as 
a “request for mercy accompanied by an attitude of reverence.” 
and other interpretations which shall be mentioned. In any case 
it is a supplication 

If it is from Allah, then its meaning varies according to the 
one receiving the prayer. It is known that the prayer Allah Most 
High sends upon the generality of believers is not the same as 
the prayer He sends upon the elect among them—{those are the 
Messengers: We favored some of them over others... (2:253) Now if [as we 
find in the verse] there is a hierarchy of favor among the elect, 
then evn more so it must be among the common folk. There are 
those among them for whom Allah's prayers are to take them out 
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of the darkness of idolatry and into the light of faith, there 
those among them for whom Allah's prayers are to take them our 
of the light of faith and into secret of certitude. there are those 
among them for whom Allah's prayers are to take them out sr 
the secret of certitude (sirr al igan) and into direct vision (bengal 
‘ja. and there are those among them for whom Allah's prayer, 
are to take them out of direct vision into the effacement of all 
identities—and ir ishere that the sender of prayers overwhelms 
the receiver of prayers: *] am his hearing, his sight..” 

Furthermore, Allah Most High has made the act of send 

prayers upon His Prophets and elect the opposite of cursing 
His enemies. That is because cursing means remoteness, exile 
cutting-off, and veiling. Allah's prayer is an expression of Hj, 
Jove and affection, His nearness and His theophany, and His 
manifestation to the recipient of prayers as the recipient merits, 
Lf the recipient of prayers is from the common folk among the 
believers, then he receives Allah's affection in the form of the 
variety of mercies that he merits; if the recipient of prayers is 
from the elect of the believers then he receives Allah Himsel 
for he will not be satisfied with anything less—{(On that Day fae 
will be radant, gasing upon their Lord. (75: 22~ 23) 

Furthermore, there is also a hierarchy among the elect based 
upon the extent of the theophanies they reccive. Among them 
are those to whom the Real. Glorified and Exalted is He, draws 
close and makes Himself known through His actions, and among 
them are those to whom I le makes Himself known through His 
attributes, and among them are those to whom He makes Himself 
known through His Essence—and this is “Grearest Sign” spoken 
of in His words ¢ He certainly saw of the greatest sigs of his Lord.)p (53.18) 
That is to say, he [&] saw the Greatest Sign of his Lord 

Were it so. as they say, that prayer upon the Prophet means 
mercy, he [4] would have already attained it, for Allah has said 
And Wehave notsen you but asa Mercy to the Worlds.) (21:107) This means 
that he [4] has become the essence of mercy. The fact of the 
matters that he continued to yearn and seek what lay beyond that. 


are 


ing 
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ai," The coolness of my eye has been placed in the prayer" 
ie ae aid “The truest statement ever said by a poer is the 
He also Sai abid. Indeed, all others besides Allah are naught ™ 
seatermen © eds, all things, whether worldly or Afterworldly, are 
voter he vsion of Prophethood (Nab) unless they ace 
naught i ch svitnessing the perfections of the Divine Essence 
core lights of the Divine artributes 
= 1 This is why it is said that the invocation of prayers must 
fe Le nied by the invocation of peace (tela). so that there 
be ae rium and the grace of Alllah is made complete upon the 
op ‘ent of the prayer. That is because the prayer alone. though 
vee race from Allah, has no guarantee of permanence unless 
j Speripanted by peace (salam) from Him. As such, no matter 
how noble the invocation of prayer is, the invocation of peace is 
nobler (though only when preceded by the invocation of prayer. 
the invocation of peace does not equal the invocation of prayer 
when [mentioned] separately). That is because the meaning of 
prayers for Allah to approach the servant as he merits, while the 
meaning of peace is to attain security in that approach—so the 
latter is considered insofar as what precedes it. 


277 


Appendix II 


THE INNER AND OUTER ETIQUETTES 
OF SENDING PRAYERS UPON THE PROPHET & 


In his al-Anwar al Qudsiyya fi Ma'rifat Qawa‘id al-Sufiyya (The Holy 
Ineffable Lights in Knowing the Principles of the Sufis), Imam 


“Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha'rani mentions a number of etiquettes for 
invocation (diikr). They include: 





1, To make a sincere repentance—for one to repent from 


everything that does not concern him. be it a statement, 
action, or desire. 


2. To perform the major or minor ablution (ghus! or wudi’) 
each time one wishes to invoke, and to perfume one's 


garments with incense and rose water and freshen the 
mouth. 


3. Tohave tranquility and silence in order to obtain 
truthfulness in the invocation. 


4. To draw, when beginning the invocation, from the 
spiritual strength of one’s Shaykh, by visualising the 
Shaykh’s presence before him and drawing his strength 


from him so that he acts as his companion on the 
journey. 





5. To see that one’s drawing of strength from his Shaykh is 
in reality a drawing of strength from the Messenger of 
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Allah &, for the Shaykh is the intermedia 


ty betw 
and the Messenger of Allah & een him 


6. To sit in a pure location, as one would in the f; 
of testification during the prayer (tashahlud), 


To place the hands on the thighs. The Shaykhs of t 
path have also deemed it recommended to sit facie” 
toward the Qiblaif the person is invoking alone If E 
in a group then they should form a circle. et 





TSt Sitting 


8, To perfume the place of sitting for invocation with 
scents, me 


9. To wear lawful clothing 


10.To choose a dimly lit or dark place, such as an ¢ 


1m 
room or cellar By 


u1, To close one’s eyes. This is because when the person 
woking closes his eyes he is blocking off the senses bit 


by bit. which is a means for opening the internal sense of 
the heart 





42. To visualize the form of his Shaykh in front of him so 
Jong as he is invoking, According to the masters, this is 
one of the most emphasized etiquettes to be observed 
since through this the aspirant is able to progress to 


having etiquette before Allah and vigilance in His 
presence 


13. To have truthfulness in the invocation so that it is the 
same whether done publically or privately. 


14, To have sincerity and purify the act from anything that 
will sully it 





Imam al-Sahili said: 


When it comes to the imprinting of the Prophet's form 
# [upon the hearts of those who visualize him when they 
send prayers], people are of different levels and they vary in 
accordance with their respective spiritual orientations, tastes, 
yearnings, and paths in truthfulness and presence. 
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‘Among them is one for whom the Prophet's nable form & 
remains [in his heart] only after contemplation, envisagement, 
vd focused thought. This person is among the weakest of the 
fall due to some remnants of his ego. He will seldom sec the 
Prophet # in a dream, and iFhe does see him he sees him in 
ia.a manner that is less than perfect 

‘Among them is one for whom the Prophet's noble form 
‘grremains during the moments he remembers him and sends 
prayers upon him, especially in remote or isolated locations 
Phere his mind can devote itself exclusively to the meanings 
of the remembrance and prayers, but when his remembrance 
bates the Prophet's form leaves him. This person is more 
lect than the first, though he too has remnants of his ego. In 
his dreams he will see the Prophet & in the perfect form, and 
the continuity of his vision will depend on him visualizing 
the Propher's presence when he engages in his remembrance 

Among them is one who, when he closes his eyes or is 
slightly absent from his physical senses, sees the Prophet & 
the majority of his times. 

‘Among them is one who, when his eyes are closed — 
whether in a wakeful state or when slceping—sces the Prophet 
S with the eyes of his spiritual vision at every moment Sucha 
person is among those at the furthest reaches of the spiritual 
path, whose hearts were contented with the remembrance of 
Allah and prayers upon the Beloved. and whose souls were 
softened in the gardens of divine nearness, and who triumphed 
with the company of those upon whom Allah graced. from 
the Prophets, the truthful, the martyrs, and th righteous Surpassing him 
is one who has an cven lofticr degree: the one who sees the 
Prophet & directly with his physical eyes in the sensory realm, 
especially in the times of invocation. (Bughyat alselif) 


Sidi Ahmad Ibn ‘Ajiba said: 


People are three categories when it comes to prayers sent 
upon the Prophet & The first category consists of those who 
send prayers upon the Propher's physical form These are the 
people of rational demonstrations and proof. When sending 
prayers upon the Prophet &. they envisage his form in theic 
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hearts and when they become frequent 9 prayers and inj, 
weith preecree the Veophet + swble form se imprint heer 
hears and they sce hain often in thew dreams and bys md 
ou! mighs ren take on the shape of his pure body and they 
wee him int a wake 

The wxcond categ ny commets of those who send Prayers 
pera the Fright «huminons send ‘These are the pecple nf 
srenesing ameong the spiritual wayfasers They send pray 
pon hry hight that effuses from the realm 6 
{Yaberusy Chey witness by 















witnessing 
f thine wher send pra 

y 
pon smordial Light which ss the atl 
Iighits These are the people 
the perrple if warneasiny an 
Vrophet & 9 never abvent 












aval Mursi & said 1 
the divine presence a 


idid and sublime form 
before in a dream, then 









Ifyou have not scen hum in your dream and you are unable 
to visualize him in the form that has been described then 
woke prayers upon him and 2s you are there remembering 
hum act as if you are there directly before him during his 
[physical] life ~ observing the proprieties of reverence, 
magnification, awe, and shyness for he certainly sees and 
fears youeach time you remember him That is because he is 
described with the qualities of Allah Most High and Allah is 
the Companion of the one who remembers Him The Prophet 
bb therefore, has an ample share of this quality. too, because 
the description of the knower (Arif) is the description of the 
One he knows (Mdufuhu), and the Prophet & is the most 
knowledgeable of all people regarding Allah Most High 

{f you are unable to be before the Prophet as described 
here yet you have visited his noble grave in the past and seen 
his noble Garden (Rewda) and lofty and sublime Dome, thea 
visualise his noble grave and resplendent presence {in Medina] 
in your mind each time you remember him &, or each time you 
send prayers upon him. and act as if you are standing before 
his noble grave~-with reverence and magnification —until you 
witness the Prophet's spiritual essence manifest before you. 

If you have neither visited his noble grave nor seen the 
place of his presence [the Mosque] or his Garden. then send 
constant prayers upon him and bring to mind that he # hears 
you, observe proper manners when doing so and concentrate 

your spiritual aspirations in it so your prayers reach him 
your heart is present beforehim Indeed, concentrating 
one's spiritual aspirations leaves an indelible effect’ 

Have shame lest you remember him or send prayers upon 
him & while you are preoccupied with other than him. for 
prayer will be a body without a soul. Every act of 
piety thar a servant does will assume a living form provided 
tis done with presence of heart. But if it is done ina state of 
stracted by something 
else, then it will assume a dead and lifeless form 


(Qaba qawsayn) 
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Appendix III 


OUR MASTER MUHAMMAD & AS THE PROPHET 
(Nabi), THE PRIMORDIAL (Umm), AND THE 
MESSENGER (Rasul) 


Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani said in Sadat al-darayn 


A Prophet (Nati) is a person to whom a sacred law is revealed, 
although he is not ordered to convey it to others. If he is 
ordered to convey it to others he is a Messenger (Rast). In 
addition, a Prophet is more general than a Messenger. 

Now, ifyou ask which of the wo is superior, prophethood 
(nubuavwa) or messengership (risale), Shaykh ‘Izz al-Din “Abd 
al-Salam answered in his collection of legal maxims (Qawai) 
that prophethood is superior because it involves revelation 
about the majestic attributes and perfect descriptions that 
befir the Lord, Exalted is He. This means that prophethood 
relates to Allah from both ends (i.c.. the revelation to the 
Prophet is about Allah’s attributes and is retained within the 
Prophet]. On the other hand, being sent as a Messenger is 
of a lesser rank because it is a command to convey to Allah's 
servants, which means that it relates to Allah from one end 
and to the servants from the other end. Undoubtedly, that 
which is related to Allah from both ends is superior to that 
which is related to Him from one end only 

Prophethood precedes Messengership. We see that 
Allah's words to Musa xt € Verily 1am allah, the Lord ofthe World’ 
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(28 30) come before His command {Go wato Firawn, Certainly he hay 
trangresed all linis) (79 17) Everything that Allah said to Mure 
before the command 4 CGounto Firawn. was prophethood, and 
His subsequent command that Musa convey the Message way 
messengership 

The upshor of all this is that prophethood refers to 
gaining knowledge of God and what is necessary fur tin 
while messengership refers to the order to convey by diving 
fiat and inform some or all ofthe creation what is incumbers 
upon them in terms of knowing God, obeying His commands 
and refraimng from His prohibitions” 


As for the term Umi, Allah Most High says in Sura al-A'rap. 
Sey “0 mankind! Verily 1 am the Messenger of Mah sent to all of you emtirely of 
the One to whom belongs she kingdom ofthe heavens and the earth. There is od 
hurtin. ewko gest Sobel tn chan 1s Meee 
Primo (Umm), the Prophet who bles in Ala and 1s words ond lig 
dam so you may be guided » (7158) 

The word Ummi ts commonly translated as “Unlettered, 
meaning one who can neither read nor write. This meaning is 
reflected in the commentaries of many scholass. Al- Hafiz al. 
Sakhawi, for instance, said in al-Qaw! al-badi’ 





‘The word unm is ascribed to the word umm, and describes 
someone who can neither read nor write It isas if the person's 
literacy skills are undeveloped, and he is likened to one who 
remains in the same state as when his mother bore him 
Alternatively, the word ummi might refer to the word mother 
(unm), since an unlettered person is like his mother. given 
that most women are illiterate 

It is also said that this word refers to [Mecca], the 
Mother of the Towns (Umm al Qura), of to the nation that is 
predominantly illiterate the Arabs. 

Is said that it is ascribed to che Umma, of nation, as 4 
whole since the Prophet & is greatly concerned for it It is 
also said that it refers to the "Mother of the Book” (mn al 


Kitab). either because it was revealed to him &, of because he 
————___ 


"Shaykh Yusuf al- Nabahani Saiadat al darayn, pp. 369° 370. 
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confirmed it and invited others to believe in it as well 

Some suggest that the word umm is ascribed to Umma, as 
in stature and character, and others say tr refers to the Arab's 
simplicity before they learned things [from the outside world] 

Our Prophet's unletteredness & wasa miracle considering 
the dazzling knowledge he was endowed with, as AJlah Most 
High says. (And you did not recite any scripture before 1. nor did you inscribe 
cone with your right hand, for had you donc the falsfiers would have had {cause 
for] doubt (29:48), 


Esoterically speaking, the word Ummi has a much deeper 
meaning that we should consider. Ir is a positive ascription, while 
the word “unlcttered” is a negation of “lecteredness” or literacy. 
The Uni reality of our master Muhammad & does not imply an 
ignorance of letters. The Quran tells us that Allah Most High 
taught Adam 4 the names (asma) of all things. The names are 
derived from the essences of the objects that are named, and it 
is the Muhammadan Reality that is the ultimate mirror of the 
Essence, and it is from the Muhammadan Light that all objects 
were created, hence there is no bit of knowledge in existence 
except that it descends ultimately through him 

Allah says (had they only referred 1t back to the Messenger and to those of 
authority among therm, those among them who know how to extrapolate t would have 
now it..)p (4°83) Those “of authority” in matters pertaining to 
the lofty Muhammadan Station are the gnostics, the knowers of 
Allah and His Messenger &, who understand the meanings of the 
revealed texts that speak about the Prophet's qualities. According 
to them, the word Umm is an ascription to the Divine Essence 
Because the Divine Essence is the source of all theophanies it can, 
properly speaking, be called the Uma, or the Ultimate Source. 
Origin, or Font, since linguistically the word umm means exactly 
that. The one who is ascribed to the Umm~ the Source~ is called 
Umm, just as a person who remains in the state his mother bore 
him, illiterate and unlettered, is called wnmi, 

With this understanding it can be said that the Ummi reality 
of the Prophet # refers to his Supreme Soul as the font of all 
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existents as Shaykh Naje al-Din al-Kubra (Allah « 

secret) said, “Al! souls were created from the soul of nt 
8. and since his soul isthe origin of all souls he wnt! 
meaning the font ofall souls. So just as Adam ei 
of humankind!s physical forms, the Prophet is thera” 
and mother (unm) of the souls, just as Adam and {4 
father and mother [of the physical forms)" 

Commenting on the word Umi, Shaykh [sma’il TF 
in Rul bayan, “The meaning of Unmiis that he isthe 
of created beings and the source of all existents, Been) 
isthe first ofall created beings and their source, ben" 
Umm, just as [Mecca] was named Unm al Qua (The Sot 
all Villages) because it was the starting point a 
villages.” 

Some scholars have interpreted the word Ummi a5 
Prophet's primordial nature divested of everything but le, 
for what Allah teaches him directly and without intermedan's 
This interpretation is an affirmation of Allah's direct inane 
to the Prophet and confirmation of Allah's words € alien 
sufficient for Hisservant?y (39:36) Ibn ‘Ata’ al-Adami’ (Allah sanctify 
his secret) said, “The Un! means the Foreigner (aja) 
the one who is foreign to everything besides Us [Allah], who is 
knowledgeable of Us and what is revealed to him of Our speech 
and reaities..The true Uninis he who knows nothing of the lover 
world or the world to come except what his Lord has taught him 
His state with Allah is a single state: unmitigated purity (‘ahare) 
by being needy unto Him and free of neediness from all others 
besides Him.” 

Returning once more to the verse ¢ His Messenger, the Primordial 
the Prophet. }. we sce thar Allah gives His Beloved three names 
Messenger (Rasul), Primordial (Uimmi), and Prophet (Nabi). Some 
spiritual masters mention that each of these names correspond to 
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jpartite divisions, such as Islam (submission), Iman (faith), 
we Oe Prual excellence); Shariah (the Law), Teriga (the Path), 
tat Che himate Realy), and Jalal aes). Jml (beau). 
Kamel (perfection). etc. ; 

‘According tO Shaykh Muhammad al-Sharif al-Hasani 

Résale pertains to legal responsibilities, Nubuwwa pertains 
to intimate knowledge of the Divine. 

Résala is the outspread tree of the Divine attributes, 
Nubunwa is the fragrant breeze of the Divine Essence 
Risala is the Muhammadan Shariah, Nubuwwa is the 
Ahmadan reality. 


Risala is the nocturnal journey to the Furthest Mosque, 
Nabuwwa is the ascension to the Divine Presence. 


Résala consists of public statements, Nubuwwa consists of 

mysteries of the unseen 

¢ Risala entails reward or punishment, Nubuwwa entails 
union or veiling, 

«  Risala is the tongue of the spoken word, Nubuwwa is the 

tongue of the spiritual state. 


isaa entails travelling the path, Nubuwwa entails 
openings of spiritual realization. 





¢  Risala descends to creation, Nubuwwa ascends to the 
Creator. 

+ Risala is conversation and criterion (fargan), Nubuwwa is 
speech and Quran 

+ Ricla represents the signposts of Islam, Nubuwwa is faith 
(nan) and spiritual excellence (ihsan) 

+ Réalais legislation and exegesis, Nubuwwa is realization 
and interpreta 





+ Résala is the outward form, Nubuwwa is the inward heart 


*  Risala is delimited rulings, Nubuwia is absolute realities 
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fr 
perfection (kamal) and union (pwisal) 

Risla is Crom the tongue to the heart, Nubusewa is from 
heart to heart. 

Risala consists of proofs and signs, Nubuwrwa consists of 
manifestations and theophanies. 

Riala is the inheritance of the scholars, Nubuwwa is the 
inheritance of the saints. 


Risala is the path of the jurists and exegetes, Nubunwea is 
the orientation of the gnostics. 


Riala necessitates obedience and following, Nubuwuy 
necessitates love and union. 
Risa is “I” and “You” and “Us.” Nubuwwu is the Presence 
of “Him” (Huwa) 
Risala is separation and gatheredness, Nubuwwa is the 
gatheredness of gatheredness. 
ith the believers, fl of compasson, meri) 

is (and We have sent you naught save as a Mercy 
to Creation p (21:107) 
Aisle is {verily you do not guide whom you love (28:56), 
Nubiewwa is {and indeed you guide toa straight path’ (42:52). 
Risala is Soy. “I am but a man like yourselves..”p (41:6), Nubsowwa 
is “1 am not like you; verily I spend the night in the 


company of my Lord and He feeds me and gives me 
drink” 


Risala is €Two bow lengths...) (53:9), Nubuwwa is or nearer)p 
(539) 

Résdla is “Prayer in this Masque of mine is equivalent to 
one thousand prayers,” Nubuwwa is “Whoever visits my 
grave my intercession is incumbent for him.” 

Riala is “Allah is the giver,” Nubuwwa is “and | am the 
distributor.” 
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Appendix IV 


MAY ALLAH SEND PRAYERS UPON YOU, 
O LIGHT! 


An Ode by Shaykh Ahmad b. Mustafa al-Alawi (may 
Allah sanctify his secret) 


May Allah send prayers upon you, © Light— 
O Light of every dwelling! 
O best of those in afl dwellings! 
O Messenger of Allah, you are— 
You are the Light in physical form! 
‘You came as light upon light, 

With it the Quran was revealed. 

Asalamp, alight, and oil 

Asa shining light you came finely proportioned. 
The cosmos will not exist until 

It manifests through you, adorned. 

You said in the narrations that 

The cosmos has taken after your likeness 

From the Holy Presence you came, 

And in it you have not ceased to be. 

You were before the cosmos—you were! 

And the everlasting is like the pre-eternal. 
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You were absolute. and then you became 
Adorned by delimitations. 

There is naught within existence 

Except the Light I say. indeed! 

It appeared suddenly from the Unseen 

From the loftiest heights it descended 

© Messenger of Allah, you have attained 

An abundance of abundance and virtues 

© Messenger of Allah, you have remained— 
And I have remained compliant to you. 

So al “Alawi hopes that 

He reaches, with your pleasure, the desired end 
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Appendix V 


HADITH OF JABIR B. ‘ABDULLAH & 


‘Abd al-Razzaq narrated with his chain from Jabir b, “Abdullah 
al-Ansari 4 who said, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! May my 
mother and father be sacrificed for you! Please inform me about 
the first thing that Allah created before all things.’ The Prophet 
& replied, ‘O Jabir, the first thing Allah created was the light of 
your Prophet from His light, and that light remained in the midst 
of His Power for as long as He wished, and at that time there 
was neither a Tablet nor a Pen nor a Paradise nor a Fire nor an 
angel nor a heaven nor an earth. And when Allah wished to create 
creation, He divided that Light into four parts and from the first 
He made the Pen, from the second He made the Tablet, and from 
the third He made the Throne. Then He divided the fourth part 
into four parts and from the first of it He made the Bearers of the 
Throne (amalatal-Arsh), from the second He made the Footstool 
(Kurs). and from the third He made the remaining angels. Then 
He divided the fourth part into four parts and from the first part 
of it He made the heavens, from the second He made the earths, 
and from the third He made the Paradise and Hellfire. Then He 
divided the fourth part into four parts and from the first of it He 
made the light of the believers’ vision, from the second He made 
the light of their hearts, which is knowledge of Allah, and from 
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the third He made the light of their tongues, whic! 
unity: “There is no god but Allah, Muhammad is the 
of Allah.” [And from the fourth part of the fourth pa 
everything else.]” 


h is diving 
Messenger 
it He made 
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Appendix VI 


THE MEANING OF THE SAYING: 
THE PROPHET & WAS CREATED 
FROM THE DIVINE ESSENCE 


‘The fact that the Prophet #& was created from the light of the 
Divine Essence does not imply that the Divine is his material 
substance (adda) or that he is a piece or a whole of the Divine. 
Allah is exalted and transcendent beyond compositeness (tarkib) 
or division (ingisen) ot anything indwelling or incarnating within 
Him, To believe such a thing is heresy and no Muslim holds 
such a belief. One of the most accessible analogies explaining 
the meaning of the phrase “from the light of the Divine Essence” 
comes from the Indian polymath Imam Ahmad Rida Khan (d. 
1340 Aul), who said in his work Silat alsaf 





The most we can do is put forth a weak analogy that will 
explain this point, When the sun shines upon a vast and 
beautiful mirror, that mirror reflects the sun's light and the 
light reflected in that mirror in tum shines upon other mirrors 
which reflect springs, air, and shadows 

These secondary mirrors not only become clear [due to 
the reflection of the sun in the primary mirror], but they also 
reflect the sun’s rays according to their level of receptivity, 
which allows them to shine upon other things, If we take 
a wall, for example, we sce that the sun shines upon it but 
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the wall does not reflect that light to other objects that the 
un has not reached. Or we may take the example of a slight 
breeze which, blowing in the daytime upon the inner yal 
of a house from which a curtain hangs high near the ceilin 
receives according to the strength of the breeze and doesyf, 
receive light [from the sun] 

So the primary mirror receives its light directly from the 
sun without any intermediary. while the secondary mirrore 
and springs and walls receive light through the medium of the 
primary mirror. Now then, the light cast upon the primary 
mirror is the selfsame light of the sun and that does not cause 
the sun of a part of it to transform into a micror 

The same may be said concerning the secondary mirrors 
and springs that reflect from the primary mitror, as well ag 
the walls and other things that receive the sun’s light—they 
simply reflect the rays and nothing more, and it is a certain 
face that all of these things find their origin in the light of the 
sun, which is the means by which these objects are visible. 

The secondary mirrors and springs are, simply put, 
intermediaries or means of reflecting the light: if you look 
upon them in and of themselves they have no share of 
visibility, much less light. This analogy is only for the sake of 
approximation and facilitating understanding, as it is revealed 
in the Quran. € The likeness of His light is that of « nicite in which is a 
lamp...) (24: 35) For how can a candle be compared to the real 
light? To Allah belongs the highest similitude! 

All that J have expounded upon above is for the sake of 
clarifying two points. The first is that all of these things have 
received light from the sun without the sun being the mirror 
and without any portion of the sun becoming detached and 
forming the mirror. 

The second is thar there is a primary mirror that receives 
its light from the sun without any intermediary, while the 
secondary mirrors receive their light through intermediaries 
But far exalted is Allah beyond analogy, and there is no 
comparison whatsoever between that Presence (Hadni) and che 
Possessor of Majesty, The sun is veiled from all of those things 
that are said to receive their light through intermediaries. but 
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Allah, the Exalted and Sublime, 1s the Most Apparent of all, 
‘nd the sun is in need of intermediaries for its light to reach 
those things, but Allah is far exalted beyond having needs! 


297 














The Muhammadan Litanies is a unique collection of seventy prayers upon 


the Prophet Muhammad (Allah bless him and give him peace) for daily and 
weekly use, starting with prayers taught by the Prophet himself, follow: 
by prayers transmitted by his Household (Al 


|-Bayt) and Companions 
and prayers from the early generations (Salaf) and the famous—and not 


so famous—saints and knowers of Allah and His 


Belaved: Eachipiayer te 
followed by a description of its source and its merits, and—for the prayers 


of the gnostics—a de on of the saint from whom it was taken, where 

iscussion on its unique propertiés 
(khawwas), the purposes or i r which it can be read, and its meta- 
physical meanings. 


“The Muhammad L; estic treasure chest which has been beautified 
and adorned with the praise of the pearl of creation (Allz 


n bless him and give 
him peace). 


ach line within it causes the heart to melt and trans 


a manifestati fheavenly green devotion entwined with de 


of golden adoration. 


Each chapter within it is illuminated with oceans of 
ant love and endless shores of awe inspiring reverence, No lover reads 


this magnificent book except that he or she is inflamed within the fire 
of love, passion, and yearning, and then enraptured within the delightful 
breeze of the Muhammadan vision.” —Shaykh Mohammed Aslam, The City 


of Knowledge Academy, Birmingham, UK 
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